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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


WILLY BRANDT ON SOCIALIST INTERNATIONAL'S ROLE IN LATIN AMERICA 
Bonn VORWAERTS in German 27 Sep 79 pp 9-10 


[Article by Willy Brandt: “The Alternative to Exploitation: The Social- 
ist International and Latin America in Year 1 After Nicaragua™] 


[Text] The price for the victory of democratic forces in Nicaragua was 
high, enormously high. In less than 1 year, over 40,000 human beings-- 
every 50th inhabitant of the country--fell victim to the battles or the 
massacres by the national guard. But even murder and terror could no 
longer prevent Somoza's downfall in the end. Thus, there remains only 
the hope that others will learn their lesson from it in time. 


In the course of their history, European and especially German social 
democrats have not been spared persecution and oppression. We can fuliy 
appreciate what unselfish sacrifice it took to overcome the dictatorship. 
And we appreciate in particular that the new government in Nicaragua does 
not allow acts of revenge but insists on the punishment of the guilty 
through regular courts of law. Thus, the new democratic order in the coun- 
try is making a credible beginning. 


The socialist international SI showed its solidarity with the democratic 
opposition movement long before the victory over the dictatorship was an 
established fact. In the last few years, representatives of Nicaragua's 
democratic opposition have repeatedly been welcome guests at our gather- 
ings and more than once have they been given the opportunity to clarify 
their difficult political task. 


That solidarity means more than high-flown words and neatly-sympathetic 
reception of the “poor brothers" has been proven by the mission which was 
sent by the SI to Nicaragua, after the fall of the dictatorship. Under 
the leadership of Mario Soares--with State Secretary Alwin Brueck as 
representative of the German social-democrats--it proved itself competent 
right then and there. Since then, there have been increasing attempts 

to organize real assistance to alleviate at least the worst suffering in 
the country. 

















In dramatic manner, Nicaragua has made clear where the central political 
and economic problems of most Latin American countries lie. True, nearly 
all of them have achieved their independence as nations, but until this 
very day they have hardly been able to free themselves from a strong net 
of dependencies and exploitation. Again and again, attempts towards so- 
cial, economic and cultural emancipation have been prevented. 


If anything, this situation has been made worse by the technological de- 
pendence on the major industrial nations and the in part even direct 
political interference by multinational concerns. Based on an unholy 
alliance of money-aristocracy and the Pretorian guards, bloody military 
dictatorships are ruling in many countries. 


In the past, the Western industrial nations have unfortunately all too 
often been guided by the motivation to further their shcert-*erm economic 
interests via cooperation with a small upper class. This has done great 
harm. Whoever supports feudalistic systems and corrupt family clans for 
decades and thereby assumes a part of the responsibility for suffering 
and misery among broad strata of the population need not be surprised when 
newly arising forces in the Third World search for other models. It is 
fortunate that in the past few years the tendency towards reorientation 

in this area has gained force in our countries. 


Construction of a New World-Economic Order 


Practical solidarity with Latin America means primarily participation in 
the construction of a new international order, suited to the economic in- 
terests of all participants--the developing as well as the industrialized 
countries. The effects of traditional “development aid" have proven in- 
adequate for an enduring reduction of the difference between the poor and 
the rich. The strongly pronounced social disparities within the countries 
of the Third World, likewise, could not and cannot be eliminated in this 
manner. The fall 1974 declaration of Cocoyoc, formulated at an interna- 
tional symposium under the auspices of the then Mexican president Echever- 
ria, states correctly: "We believe that 30 years of experience has proven 
illusory in the hope that the benefits flowing to a minority will slowly 
trickle through into a more rapid economic growth of the masses of the 
population. 


In large parts, Latin America is a good bit ahead of Africa's or Asia's 
level of development. Yet--or perhaps because of it--much will depend on 
furthering self-reliant developmental processes based on equal rights, 
which are not subjected to a one-sidedly impregnated technological devel- 
opment. In this sense, we asserted at the last SI Cong.ess in November, 
1978 in Vancouver: "From a global perspective, fundamental relations 
must be based on a definite value scale. For these values, it is of cen- 
tral significance that on the one hand it be accepted that development be 
related to the well-being of mankind and not the dictate of capital and 
technology and that on the other hand progress must be extended to the 
creation of harmony between peoples and their environment." 























At the turn of 1980s, Latin America finds itseif in a deep-reaching 
process of political change. Apart from the governments in the Dominican 
Republic and in Jamaica being taken over by parties near to us social 
democrats, three lines of development are recognizable: 


--the perspectives of the Central American countries after the fall of the 
Somoza dictatorship; 


--the process of a democratic breakthrough in Brazil; 


--and the redemocratization process in the Andes countries of Ecuador, 
Bolivia, and Peru. 


The liberation struggle in Nicaragua has affected the dictatorships of 
Central America like a nightmare. In these countries, and especially in 
Guatemala and El Salvador, repression has been further inte*s‘Tied. Any- 
one who stands up for groupings of the democratic opposition “¢re, 
literally risks his life. In January and Marci. of this year. ‘:* two 
popular social democratic leaders, Alberto Fuentas Mohr and 4#fuel ©*lom 
Argueta were murdered in Guatemala. Their murders have a fore: ‘ing: 
Nicaragua's liberation will be the key to the democratization of Central 
America. There is hardly a way leading backwards. The days of the dic- 
tatorships are numbered. 


Opportunity in the Struggle Against Dictatorships 


The SI will further intensify its political interest and moral commitment 
in this region. We want to help further the realization that a civil war 
is not necessary each time before democracy has a chance. 


We are following with very special interest the process of democratic 
breakthrough in Brazil, outstandingly the most important Latin American 
country. The amnesty-legislation, adopted recently by the Brazilian con- 
gress, enabled many politicians who until now have lived in exile to re- 
turn to their homeland and thereby made possible a new structure of par- 
ties. We wish the best of luck in their endeavor to Leonel Brizola and 
other personalities of the democratic opposition who are striving to give 
their country a new perspective of social democracy. They can count on 
our support. 





Our friends in Ecuador, Peru and Bolivia who are faced with the difficult 
task o. working for the democratic renovation of their countries can also 
count on the support of democratic socialists throughout the world. In 
Ecuador, the “Izquierda Democratica”™ was able to make an important con- 
tribution so that since last August its country has again had a ccsstitu- 
tional and democratically elected government, which is intent on pc iicies 
of social reforms. 


In Peru, APRA, since the death of its leader of many years Victor (aul 
Haya de la Torre, is facing the difficult task of developing in the procees 











of political change a convincing alternative to democratic reform policies 
and social improvements. In Bolivia, it has become evident that for the 
reconstruction of democratic structures a democratic force capable of 
mustering a majority is necessary. Hence, in all three countries a hard 
path must still be traversed until new reform-oriented democracies can 
grow, which alone would be capable of solving the difficult social and 
economic problems of che region. 


The successes in several Latin American countries cannot be overlooi.ed, 
but they must not blind us to the still hopeless situation in other parts 
of the continental region. We German and European social democrats have 
not forgotten concentration camps and torture chambers in Chile, Argentina 


and Uruguay. 


The question regarding possibilities for effective assistance from the 
outside remains difficult to answer. As long as comprehensive interna- 
tional ostracism cf such regimes does not appear to be possible, all that 
remains for us is iv strive for humanitarian aid and to take an even 
Stronger stand in favor of the democratic-progressive forces in chose 
countries--and this until democracy, human rights and fundamental free- 
doms have been reinstituted. 


Moreover, it throws a depressing light on the credibility of leading union 
politicians if they--like for instance the CSU/CDU's chancellor-candidate 
--talk about the “unity of all democrats" and in the same breath exult a 
South American torture chief as guarantor cf freedom. Also, Mr Dregger's 
downgrading remarks, after his recent South America trip, testify to a 
pecul‘ar understanding of elementary human and liberty rights which must 
not become the subject matter of cheap Sunday speeches. 


Latin America and the Caribbean are today one region where the SI's com- 
mitment outside of Europe finds a special echo. Here it is already becom- 
ing apparent how worthwhile the opening-up policies, agreed on at the 
November 1976 Geneva Congress, can be. In this connection, we have been 
helped considerably by the fact that the SI has not only refrained from 
any tutelage of its member parties but has also never questioned the self- 
reliance and independence of all international partners: We are nobody's 
guardian and we support the Latin Americans who have decided on their own 
road, 


The SI sees itself as a frame for cooperation on the basis of a series of 
common fundamental conv «tions, and not as a kind of social democratic 
world executive. Therety it gains attraction for those Latin American and 
Caribbean parties which for understandable historic and national reasons 
have so far acted with reservation towards European-embossed traditions. 

The joint cooperation and dialog can and must, of course, still be improved. 


Prior to my assumption of the job of SI president at the end of 1976, our 
friends of the "Accion Democratica” in Venezuela were being prevailed upon 
to arrange for the first time for May of the same year a meeting of leading 

















politicians of European democratic socialism with representatives of demo- 
cratic reform policies in Latin America. The "idea of Caracas" was con- 
tinued last fall in the Lisbon Conference and has been developed further 
since then. At the Vancouver Congress, new member parties from Latin 
America and the Caribbean wore taken in by unanimous vote, and an addi- 
tional four vice presidents from this region were elected. 


Beyond this, a series of confeiences, party-meetings, and delegation-trips 
have taken place since Marci 1977 which are evidence of an improved coop- 
eration between Europe's and Latin America's democratic socialists. Be- 
cause of their traditional ties to the Latin American countries, a major 
role thereby fell almost naturally to the socialist parties of Spain and 
Portugal. In the future Mario Soares and Felipe Gonzales will surely not 
be wanting for positions either. 


A democratic socialism, adapted to the peculiarities of the individual 
countries of Latin America and the Ciribbean--such is the alternative to 
exploitation, hunger, and oppression in this region of the world. This 
challenge must increasingly be recognized as a job to be done and taken 
seriously as an obligation. Otherwise, progress, freedom, equality of 
opportunities and socia! i»stice threaten to remain in the far distance 


for millions of human beings. 


9011 
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ANTIGUA 


BRIEFS 


EX-PREMIER REMAINS IN PARTY--The ex-premier of Antigua George Walter has 
said that he has no intention of leaving the Progressive Labor Movement-- 
the PLM--but he is only lying low until his jail sentence has been decided 
on by the West Indies Associated States court of appeal. Mr Walter was 
sentenced to 3 years in prison last February after a mixed jury found him 
guilty of corruption while in government. He made the pronouncement last 
night while in a packed hall of an indoor political meeting in Antigua's 
(All Saints) constituency. The appeal court is due to sit in St Johns on 
November 26th but Mr Walter said he was not certain that his case was 
listed for hearing at the sitting. It had been rumored in local political 
circles that Mr Walter was planning to form his own party to contest seats 
in the next general elections because he was dissatisfied about not being 
reelected as leader at the party's convention last July. However, he told 
his constituents last night that although there was some difference of opin- 
ion among party executives there was no decision in the PLM, [Excerpts] 
[FL261459 Kingston Domestic Service in English 1430 GMT 26 Oct 79 FL] 


cso: 3020 














ARGENTINA 


PRESS UPDATE ON YACYRETA, BERMEJO PROJECTS 

Daily Expresses Dissatisfaction 
Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 21 Sep 79 p 10 
[Editorial: "Twenty-six Million Dollars"] 


[Text] Three weeks after the Argentine-Paraguayan agreement was signed in 
Asuncion for construction of the binational Yacyreta dam on the Parana River, 
the country has not been adequately informed about the discrepancies which 
arose concerning the project's design or the reasons behind the establishment 
of inexact compensation for the lands presumably affected by the flooding. 


The respective details regarding the operative part of the agreement signed 
on 30 August have certainly been provided, but the terms of recent negotia- 
tions, which have led us to suspect an unspecified delay in the construction 
of the hydroelectric complex, are still unknown. Consideration must be given 
to the fact that the design finally approved is the third one on which 
Argentina and Paraguay have decided since negotiations began 6 years ago, 
which may indicate that the successive changes in the neighboring country's 
attitude did not result from a detailed examination of the proposed technical 
specifications or that there were other reasons for the delays which occurred. 
Although the first step toward construction of this dam dates back to 1927, 
the first design was submitted on 3 December 1973, providing for flooding of 
900 square kilometers of Paraguayan territory and 600 in our country. 
Paraguay changed its mind, however, and a new design was adopted in 1977, 
providing for flooding of 1,100 kilometers in that country and 200 in 
Argcatina. 


It should be pointed out that the design proposed in the beginning of this 
year by the neighboring country had already been rejected by the international 
organizations which studied the project, in view of the fact that Yacyreta 
Island is crossed by marshland and the length of the dam's crest, already 
estimated at 72 kilometers, would be extended unnecessarily, raising the cost 
by almost $500 million. Thus we signed the agreement on 30 August of this 
year, adopting the third design providing for 850 kilometers of flooded area 
in Paraguay and 210 in Argentina. 














One of the signed revisory notes refers specifically to that difference in 
areas subject to flooding and includes an agreement on economic compensation 
from Argentina to Paraguay. With regard to this compensation, in a recent 
commentary we stated that it was determined in an unusual way, which will 
involve an unspecified heavy payment to be imposed on the tolls which 
customers will pay. We based this claim on the fact that a formula was 
adopted which relates the flooded areas of both countries to the amount of 
energy consumed. Basically, it is impossible to talk about final figures. 
Procedure was reportedly based on the assumption that the power plant will 
be operating with its full installed capacity by 1990 and on the theoretical 
estimate that compensation will represent an annual amount of $26 million. 
Distributed proportionally to each country on the basis of the flooded area, 
this would provide $21 million for Paraguay and $5 million for Argentina. 


A clear idea of how much and how long our country will have to pay the afore- 
mentioned compensation to Paraguay is obviously not apparent from these 
arrangements, since the figure of $21 million means nothing other than a debt 
which will inevitably be imposed on the budget of every Argentine family. It 
is not apparent why our country should compensate the bordering nation for 
the unfavorable conditions of its soil, since this is a factor for which 
neither the authorities nor the Argentine people can be held responsible. If 
our government has a very important responsibility, it is to settle the way 
in which the owners of the 210 square kilometers of land subject to flooding 
on this side of the Parana River will be compensated. A clear and conclusive 
report on this should also be provided. 


The historic phrase that “the people want to know what is happening" applies 
in all circumstances, but takes on special significance in this case, since 
there can be no excuse for questions and doubts concerning a treaty signed 
with another country. A multimillion-dollar figure is also involved, which 
cannot be unimportant to the actual or potential debtors. 


Videla's, Stroessner's Attendance 
Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 15 Sep 79 p l 


[Text] Asuncion, 14 Sep (UP)--The presidents of Paraguay, Alfredo Stroessner, 
and of Argentina, Jorge Rafael Videla, will reportedly attend the signing of 
loan agreements of the World Bank and Inter-American Development Bank, which 
will take place in the area of the Argentine-Paraguayan Yacyreta project on 

a date yet to be specified. 


Information obtained in reliable circles indicates that the Binational Agency 
will try to make this ceremony a particularly formal occasion in view of its 
importance for completion of the hydroelectric complex on the Parana River. 


However, the possibility of a presidential interview was not confirmed in 
official circles. 


The loan from the two banks is for $420 million, earmarked for implementation 
of large civilian projects to be started early next year. 
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Yacyreta’s total cost is now estimated at $5 billion, to be supplemented with 
loans from European and Japanese banking establishments and sizable resources 
of demestic origin. 


On 24 September, the Binational Agency will sign the agreement for construc- 
tion of the 1,600-meter bridge over the Anacua branch of the Parana River. 
This bridge will join Yacyreta Island with the Paraguayan mainland. 


Health Measures Discussed 
Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 19 Sep 79 p 6 


[Text] According to reliable sources, officials of the national Secretariat 
of Public Health are concerned over the Yacyreta project because of the 
large number of personnel who will be involved in its construction and their 
possible medical care. 


Although the companies working on this project are obliged to provide for 
such medical needs, local high officials have held talks with their directors 
in order to obtain real data on this shared concern. 


It has been agreed--from what could be learned--that if demand exceeds the 
installed capacity required of the companies, the governments of Corrientes 
and Misiones provinces will be responsible for absorbing any surplus which 
may possibly result. 


On that assumption, it will be possible to handle health needs by expanding 
and remodeling current medical installations with assistance from the 
Ministry of Social Welfare. 


Importance of Bermejo Basin 





Buenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 21 Sep 79 p 22 


[Text] Salta--With the development of the Bermejo River Basin, an ambitious 
project which this province is in the process of carrying out, the country 
will have the largest hydrographic system in the northeastern part of its 
territory within the next few years. 


Use of its waters for irrigation, starting with the Zanja del Tigre complex 
in the vicinity of the city of Oran and together with other projects to be 
implemented in the course of its development, will make it possible for 
750,000 hectares to be irrigated on a permanent basis, which will facilitiate 
intensive development of fields in the vast region. An additional 11 million 
hectares will also be used for settlement and development of dry land, with 
cheap electric power and adequate transportation. 


The River 


The Bermejo River, which originates in Bolivia, receives the outflow of the 
greater Tarija River upon entering our country and of several other 
tributaries in its upper basin, the main one being San Francisco. 











Implementation of this project has top priority, according to Salta govern- 
ment officials, since the energy production which it will generate, as well 
as irrigation in the upper basin, will benefit both the regional and national 
economies. 


Industrial and residential benefit in terms of electric power will be on the 
order of 240,000 kilowatts installed capacity, with annual production of 

2.5 million kilowatts. Its area of influence covers one-fourth of the 
country, in a locale without an industrial substructure. Thus completion of 
this project will provide a strong impetus for extractive industries such as 
logging and mining. 


Development Plan 


The Bermejo Basin development plan is comprised of three channels. One of 
these channels is 700 kilometers long paralleling the river, which is 
impossible to channelize, and will empty into the Parana River after crossing 
through Chaco Province. Another channel, extending 1,100 kilometers in a 
southeasterly direction, will cross through the provinces of Salta, Santiago 
del Estero and Santa Fe, and a 200-kilometer channel, the Teuquito, will make 
irrigation possible in Salta and Formosa provinces. 


The Iruya River, a tributary of the Bermejo, is the main reason why the latter 
is considered second in the world in terms of silt transport, resulting in an 
annual total of 95 million tons being dumped into the Parana River and its 
delta. This fact alone will represent a savings of $50 million annually due 
to the economy of dredging operations. 


1f the ,lanned projects are completed, i.e., the Zanja del Tigre reservoir, 
which will have an earth dam 5,700 meters long and 61 meter: high in this 
province, the reinforced-concrete spillway for flood relief will have a 
capacity of 12,800 cubic meters per second and the lake's area will be 
25,000 hectares. 


The studies conducted indicate that it will be possible to irrigate 750,000 
hectares of land fit for growing vegetables, citrus fruits, tobacco, bananas, 
etc. 


Flood Control 


It will also be possible to control floods along the Parana and Paraguay 
rivers. The establishment of agricultural and industrial producers will also 
be pussible, i.e., it will be possible to integrate the Argentine northwest 
by settling a broad area of our borders. 


As for river transportation, it will have an economical route to the Atlantic, 
an alternative by which Salta will be connected with Antofagasta in the 
direction of the Pacific. 


Finally, it should be noted that implementation of this project will have an 
effect on the promotion of tourism and fishing, generating a first-rate source 
of revenue both nationally and internationally. 


11915 
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‘TRIBUNE’ SAYS CARTER LOST CONFRONTATION WITH RUSSIANS 
FL191655 Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 15 Oct 79 p 5 FL 


{Editorial by contributing editor Sir Etienne Dupuch entitled: "Confronta- 
tion in This Hemisphere") 


[Excerpts] The revelation of the presence of Russian troops in Cuba pre- 
sented a challenge to President (Carter with an election approaching, Had 
he won the confrontation his chances of re-election would have been in- 
creased. But he hasn't won this issue. This fact may further darken his 
already clouded administration. 


Russian troops in Cuba didn't surprise me. I recalled in a recent article 
that Hitler did the same thing in his barnstorming across Europe as a pre- 
lude to the second world war. Every time Hitler took Over a new country 
Germans, who had been planted in the area a long time, came out in uniform 
and took over the administration of the territory. 


The situation in Cuba is disturbing to the free world because it not only 
confirms Russia's programme of aggression by infiltration but it also re- 
veals that Russia now feels strong enough to defy the US and the rest of 
the free world. 


Apart from strengthening its bases in this area what has the US done to 
face this challenge? 


Washington has refused to sell Moscow advanced computer technology that the 
Russians need. It is felt in some quarters, however, that Russia will be 
able to obtain this equipment from another European country. 


But, on the other hand, Washington has sold an enormous quantity of wheat 
to Moscow which the Kussians would find it impossible to obtain from other 
sources as the US and Canada virtually control the grain market of the 
world. Russia's efforts to grow enough grain to meet the needs of its 
people have failed. 


What do the American people feel about this situation? They are divided, 
of course. 
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Former Secretary of State Henry Kissinger feels that the time has come 
when Americe must take a firm stand. There are others who feel that the 
US should help China to build a strong army and, if necessary, go to their 
assistance in the event of war with Russia. Still others feel that there 
is hope for a satisfactory settlement of the issue as long as Russia and 
the US can keep on talking. 


But it is now clear, with former British island colonies in this hemisphere 
being taken over by communist-leaning governments, that the Russians feel 
that they can beard Uncle Sam in his own backyard. 


CSO: 3020 

















FORDE SAYS CHANGES VITAL IN TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT 
FL241440 Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 19 Oct 79 p 1 FL 


[Text] The backwardness in scientific and technological development in 
developing regions, such as the Caribbean, was Wednesday identified as one 
of the major reasons for their dependence and reliance on a technology 
that is not always appropriate for their needs. 


This was disclosed Wednesday by Mr. Henry Forde, minister of external affairs, 
at the opening of the Caribbean regional meeting on science and technology 
at the Dove convention centre. 


The minister said that a number of fundamental changes were needed to allow 
developing countries to participate actively in, and benefit from the pro- 
duction of scientific and technological know how, 


In Barbados, he said, "Most of the scientific and technological activity 
has been geared to agricultural needs: For instance research into sugar- 
cane breeding and black belly sheep production." 


Barbados, Mr. Forde said, was unique in the development of these two areas, 
and had managed to achieve a “standard of commercial excellence in the pro- 
duction of sugar, principally for the metropolitan market". 


Mr. Forde said that an “incipient technological programme can be found in 
the Caribbean", and under these circumstances, self-reliance has an out- 
standing role to play." But Mr. Forde pointed out that self-reliance did 
not mean autarky, “but the ability to make and implement autnomous decisions 
on the choice and use of technologies most suited to the country's develop- 
mental needs." 


Mr. Forde explained that self-reliance did not exclude external assistance 
and agreed that developed countries and their multinational corporations 
had a responsibility to facilitate access to the achievements of modern 
science and technology. 


But the sharing of this knowledge, he said, was impeded by serious obstacles, 
These were identified as: 
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--Obstacles arising from the imperfections of the market for technology; 


--Obstacles attributable to the relative lack of experience and skill of 
enterprises and institutions in developing countries in concluding adequate 
legal arrangements for the acquisition of technology; and 


--The attitude of government, in both developed and developing countries, 
which influence the implementation of national policies and procedures 
designed to encourage the flow of technology to, and its acquisition by 
developing countries. 


On this last important area of technology transfer Mr. Forde said that “If 
fair and reasonable terms of access are to be negotiated, if indigenous 
technology is to be created, if commercial practices are to be adapted, 

and if abuses are to be prevented so as to play a significant role in the 
accelerated development of our countries--the bargaining position of poten- 
tial technology acquirers in developing countries when dealing with enter- 
prises in developed countries, both governmental and private, must be 
strengthened,” the minister said. 


cso: 3020 
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BRAZIL 


PROBABLE TERMS OF PARTY REFORM DESCRIBED 
Sao Paulo VEJA in Portuguese 19 Sep 79 pp 22-24 
[Text] The Planalto Palace decided on the plan for party reform last week. 


The ARENA [National Renewal Alliance] and the 0B [Brazilian Democratic 
Movement] will cease to exist and all future political group names will be 
required to include the word party. 


The government will have a single party, of which the governors and minisiers 
will be members. If a minister prefers to belong to another party, the 
president will prefer to have another minister. 


The government party will not necessarily have a majority in the Chamber 
of Deputies. It will however have the largest bench. The Planalto Palace 
cannot do without a majority in the Senate. With this picture drawn, it 
could happen that the chamber would defeat an executive-branch project, 
but what could not happen would be the approval by the Congress of a 
proposal the government does not favor. Before reaching the end of the 
line, it would come up against the Senate majority. 


With the MDB a thing of the past, it is believed that the opposition bench 
will divide into three parties: the authentic faction, the labor party 
and the independent party, also called the “democratic opposition." It 
appears that the necessary conditions do not exist to establish a party of 
the worker (to establish a new party, 7 senators and 42 federal deputies 
are required). 


This week, Minister Petronio Portella will begin to draft the text of the 
amended Organic Party Law. President Figueiredo will announce his decision 
within the next few days and the reform bill will go to Congress between 
15 and 20 October, for approval prior to 1 December. With the frame ready 
for the picture, it is necessary to create a landscape based on three 
criteria: votes, power and the capacity for expression (see chart). Only 
the members of the ARENA meet the three requirements, which gives an 
indication of the difference between a great elector without expressive 
power, such as Chagas Freitas, and a veteran orator without voter support, 
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such as Tancredo Neves. Among the members of the opposition, metallurgical 
workers’ leader Luis Inacio da Silva, “Lula,” is the only one with power. 


A Powerful Name 


The government has not yet decided if it is desirable to retain the sub- 
groups, but it is possible that they will continue to function for municipal 
elections. The idea of prohibiting the resurrection of the groups outlawed 
by AI-2 [Institutional Act No 2] in 1966--a stratagem designed above all to 
strike a blow at the political plans of former Governor Leonel Brizola, who 
controls the powerful PTB [Brazilian Labor rarty] trademark--is still being 
debated as well. Thus just a few touches are lacking in the reform plan 
decided upon by the government. 


It represents a defeat for the governors, who wanted to function with two 
government parties, like Ney Braga, in Parana. It is not to the liking of 
the ministers either, who wanted a second party to oppose the governors in 
their states, for example Cesar Cals, of Mines and Energy, who is at odds 
with the governor of Ceara, Virgilio Tavora. The Planalto Palace does not 
intend to impose any regional ceasefire, but at least the quarrels will not 
be extrapolated into the federal sphere. 


Limited Field 


Not all of the states will share arrangements of this type. Former 
Governors Paulo Egydio Martins and Laudo Natel in Sao Paulo give assurance 
that they lack the lungs to share the same party oxygen as 

Governor Paulo Salim Maluf. In Bahia, former Governor Roberto Santos will 
seek shelter elsewhere, among other things because Governor Antonio Carlos 
Magalhaes is not in the least interested in his small band of followers. 
Magalhaes was one of the main defenders of focusing efforts on a single 
party. Another defender of that position was former President Geisei, 

to judge from discreet comments made at his home in Teresopolis. All that 
remains for the irrevocably dissatisfied ARENA factions is to tread the 
thorny path of the Independent Party, or who knows, even the PTB. With 
so few votes, they would cause little worry even if they joined the 
Socialist Convergence. 


The end of the second official party, as well as the elimination of the 
ARENA, limits the field of action of the future Independent Party (PI). 

If Senator Tancredo Neves, marked for leadership of the PI, were to head 
a democratic opposition movement with a government bench divided into two 
blocs, his specific weight would be greater than it is now, with a single 
government bench. Even so, without an automatic majority to approve its 
proposals in the Chamber, the government will have to reach agreement with 
one or more of the three new parties, or at least with one of their 
dissident factions. Precisely for this reason, the moderate opposition 
will always have the opportunity to move closer to the government. 
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Minor Explosion 


The confidence shown by the government in the approval of party reform was 
not shaken even by the rebellion ventured by the discontents in the ARENA 
all throughout last week. Temperatures rose on Monday, when it was learned 
that Senator Jose Sarney, president of the ARENA, had told Figueiredo that 
the majority of the ARENA bench members wanted a single party affiliated 
with the government. In so stating, Sarney took as his basis a study 

which in fact asked no questions along that line. The count taken showed 
that 7 ARENA senators--4 of them “bionic"--and 32 deputies wanted a secret 
vote to indicate their party preferences, and to decapitate Sarney, into 
the bargain. 


"We have differences," the senator admits, with the calm of one accustomed 
to minor explosions. "But when the time comes for President Figueiredo to 
make a decision, the whole party will go along with him, united.” Sarney 
knows that the Planalto Paiace ‘% about to endure 60 days of bombardment. 
He also knows that the dissiden. forces, as has occurred throughout the 
history of the government, will fire the last shot and surrender gloriously 
at the foot of the palace steps, in the purest ARENA style. The rebel 
platoon would in fact prefer the establishment o.: two government parties, 
as a survey made by JORNAL DO BRASIL showed: its results indicated that 

83 percent of the ARENA deputies and 78 percent of the senators questioned 
want more than one government party. But the discontents want two parties 
in order to combat governors they oppose with support from Brasilia. Or 
else they are simulating dissatisfaction simply to increase the stakes they 
will have to place on the negotiating table. 


The indications of hostility against the imminent party reform were swelled 
by the MDB. Perhaps disillusioned by the weak echo of its protests over 

the national territory, the opposition decided to seek allies outside in 

the struggle for yet more survival time. At the beginning of the week, 
Deputy Paes de Andrade. a delegate ti) the 66th. Interparliamentary Conference, 
arrived in Caracas, Venezuela, with ais suitcase stuffed with English, 

French and Spanish copies of a document in which Deputies Ulysses Guimaraes 
and Thales Ramalho vehemently protest the elimination of the MDB, "I am not 
a priest who can bury the dead or say mass on the seventh day," Magalhaes 
explained in Brasilia. "Il am a politician and, as president, responsible 

for the fate of a great party. I cannot neglect my duty." Ulysses Guimaraes, 
who headed the MDB after the 1970 electoral catastrophe, just as Santos 

took over after Pele left the team, has reason to complain of the sad out- 
come of his stoicism. 


Violated Frontiers 


He therefore has every right to try to prolong the life of the MDB, above 
all because the company of the authentic faction, toward which the winds 
of party reform are pushing him, cannot be so attractive to a survivor of 
the flexibl« PSD [Social Democratic Party]. But it will not be for lack of 
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a celebrant that the seventh-day mass for the bi-party system will fail to 
be said. On arriving in Asuncion, Paraguay, after 15 years in exile, former 
Governor Leonel Brizola found the president of the ARENA in Sao Paulo, 





Claudio Lembo, awaiting him. An exchange of friendly words with the returning 


leader brought down on Lembo the wrath of dozens of his party colleagues 
dissatisfied with the violation of the frontiers which should separate the 
ARENA from the PTB. On Wednesday, MDB Deputy Alceu Collares of Rio Grande 
do Sul had a meeting which, to the eyes of sume annoyed members of his 
party's authentic faction, seemed much more heretical than Lembo's deed. 
For 42 minutes, Collares talked with President Figueiredo at the Planalto 
Palace, without any concern for secrecy. On the contrary, the Rio Grande 
do Sul deputy, who is seeking to swell the ranks of the PTB, announced his 
plans to talk with the president. Collares and Lembo were not challenging 
anyone. They were simply providing further indications that, at the age 
of 13, the ARENA and the MDB are dying of old age. 


This reform will to be sure clear the Brazilian political picture, frozen 

by the bi-party system imposed by the Castello Branco government. Born of 
convenience, this system has since 1974 shown itself to be dangerous to its 
very creators. Now, at the gates of death, it is faced with many demands. 
However the most important one has to do without a doubt with the inability 
of the ARENA to maintain a parliamentary majority in the Congress and in 

the Assembly. Created to promote the government authority, the party system 
is yielding to another resulting from a number of desires and one main 
concern: to maintain the maximum of power with the minimum of electoral 
risk. 


5157 
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BRAZIL 


ELECTORAL REFORM MAY INVOLVE TWO-PARTY SYSTEM 
Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 21 Sep 79 p 3 


[Text] Brasilia--Deputy Ulysses Guimaraes spent all day yesterday in 
successive conferences with his party colleagues, seeking opinions concerning 
a possible meeting next week of all the main spokesmen of the national 
opposition, i.e. the leadership of the MDB [Brazilian Democratic Movement], 
and former Governors Leonel Brizola and Miguel Arraes, “Lula,” and others. 
This idea was suggested to the president of the MDB by Senator 

Teotoniv Vilela on Wednesday, after he had talked with Brizola in Porto 
Alegre and with Arraes in Recife earlier. 


Ulysses Guimaraes was still stating cautiously yesterday that he did not 
have all the factors necessary to say if the meeting would be held or not. 
However, personally he viewed the suggestion very favorably, believing that 
if the establishment of a broad opposition front under the sponsorship of 
the MDB could prove viable, at least until the 1982 elections are held, 

the main goals of all those struggling for the real democratization of 

the country could be achieved. 





Teotonio Viiela told the Sao Paulo legislator of the main subjects he 
discussed with Brizola, beginning with disapproval of the elimination of 
the two present parties by government decree through its majority in the 
Congress. Some kind of "pawn" must be functioning in this new about-face, 
which goes against the interests of Ulysses Guimaraes and the MDB majority. 
If a broad front were formally established, along with safeguarding the 
future possibility for each group to pursue its path, the way would be open 
for the formation of a “greater MDB" in opposition to the "greater ARENA 
[National Renewal Alliance]" which the Planalto Palace urges when it 
discusses party reform with its supporters. Thus the strategy of Minister 
Petronio Portella and General Golbery do Couto e Silva, who are seeking to 
cause the opposition to fall in upon itself and were even achieving that, 
before this new about-fav:e, would backfire. 


It is too early to predict whether the suggestion made by Teotonio Vilela 
will serve its purpose or not, but if the current leadership of the MDB, 
allied with the laborites, the authentic faction and the liberals in the 
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party, could reach agreement with Leonel Brizola and Miguel Arraes, it 
would be difficult for the moderates to find a party berth of their own. 
Here and there an “adesista" will go over to the government side, beginning 
with Governor Chagas Freitas, but the vast majority in the group will stay 
where they are, if only as a matter of su-vival and to be able to face the 
base levels. 


Thus the party reform, since from the beginning it has been pursued 
casuistically by the official command, may well lead to a bi-party system 
in fact and in law, leaving the accounts to be balanced between the regime 
and the opposition at the polls in 1982. 


This new factor, still only a possibility, would raise political thermometers, 
because despite all the intentions and the promises, a change in the party 

in power is still a practical impossibility in the eyes of the regime. 

The government may, if four parties are now established, contemplate the 
transfer of power in the future through a coalition, from the "greater ARENA" 
to a party made up of MDB moderates along with ARENA dissidents. But never 
to a single party or a broad front made up of the most adamant segments in 
the opposition. 


Teotonio Vilela sometimes resembles Columbus, these days, for he has just 
discovered and is teaching others how to make an egg stand unsupported. 
His talk with Brizola was regarded as unusual, and yesterday, in Porto 
Alegre, Senator Pedro Simon informed Ulysses Guimaraes that the atmosphere 
is clearly optimistic. Perhaps at the beginning of next week positive 
developments will emerge, forcing the government in turn to rethink its 
reforms. Thereby a greater chance might develop for the minister of justice 
and the chief of the civilian household to agree to the establishment of 
two, rather than just one, parties supporting the government. In such a 
case, negotiations would be undertaken with the MDB moderates in order to 
destroy the viability of a broad opposition front. 


All of this suggests if not overall confusion at least a kind of pendulum, 
Swinging from side to side every 24 hours in the realm of speculation and 
possibility. 


Maybe This Time 

On Wednesday night, a meeting almost occurred between President 

Joao Figueiredo and Deputy Ulysses Guimaraes. The opposition leader 
arrived at the new headquarters of the newspaper 0 ESTADO DE MINAS in 


Brasilia for the inauguration ceremony just as the head of the government 
was leaving. 


Francelino Pereira 


The storm which settled over the Liberdade Palace in Belo Horizonte a 
few weeks ago seems to have passed, since Governor Francelino Pereira 
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of Minas Gerais has recovered politically, with the support of the 

Planalto Palace. If a single party to support the government is established, 
he will be its de facto head, for an agreement has already been reached 

with Vice President Aureliano Chaves, and matters are being smoothed over 
with the old Minas Gerais PSD supporters who are now ARENA members. 


Jose Sarney 


The criticisms made of the president of the ARENA, Jose Sarney, from the 
party benches themselves yesterday were serious. After having stressed 
that party reform cannot be effected in ideological terms (a heresy, 
according to his own colleagues), the legislator from Maranhao made the 
statement at the Superior War College on Wednesday that “the Church, the 
trade unions, the federations and other pressure groups will in the end 
occupy the void left by the political parties." He accused these groups of 
formulating real programs for government, to the irritation of all, in- 
cluding the ARENA legislators. At a time when party reform emerges as 
the general concern, the thing to do would be to recruit the largest 
possible number of national forces, not to alienate them by this type of 
criticism. Parallel to this, if ideology was not the mainspring behind 
reorganization, why change anything? If the ARENA needs to become a 
“greater ARENA" for casuistic reasons, how can it be hoped that the MDB 
will not pursue the same line and also seek to remain united? 


Despite the competence of Minister Petronio Portella, a lack of correlation 
can be seen among the main components of the official political commari, 
for if the minister has defined one guideline (and is even expected to 
discuss some aspects of it as his next meeting with the president of the 
republic on Monday), Sarney has moved in another direction, and 

Jarbas Passarinho and Nelson Marchezan along a different path. The 

leader of the government in the Chamber even shows signs of discouragement 
and irritation, since everything he does is in agreement with 

General Figueiredo, and thus involves no clashes like those which have 
been caused by the positions of his colleagues. 
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BRAZIL 


OPPOSITION PARTY LEADER DISCUSSES POLITICAL SITUATION 
Rio de Janeiro MANCHETE in Portuguese 29 Sep 79 pp 21-22, 25 


[Interview with Deputy Ulysses Guimaraes, president of the Brazilian 
Democratic Movement, by Haroldo Hollanda] 


[Text] All the indications to be found in political circles point toward 
the imminent elimination of the present party organizations, so that 
beginning next year, new parties reflecting a new political reality in 

the country can be created. Deputy Ulysses Guimaraes, with a frankness 
which is not typical of him, is working to maintain the MDB [Brazilian 
Democratic Movement], under the doubting gaze of many of his battle comrades, 
some of whom are now participating, and intensively, in the cloakroom 
negotiations with a view to developing new party groups. In a long inter- 
view granted to MANCHETE, Deputy Ulysses Guimaraes explained the reasons 
which led him to work for the retention of the MDB, discussed his concern 
about the Brazilian social problem, spoke of Leonel Brizola, Miguel Arraes 
and Prestes, and stressed that he has only one commitment, which is to see 

a democratic regime established in the country. Responding to the criticisms 
of him from within the party he heads itself, he said he remains faithful 

to his ideas, and to the first address he delivered on assuming the 
presidency of the MDB. In this connection he stressed: "I may have changed 
my mind on other things. On this, no." He agreed that in principle it is 
possible he will meet with the president of the republic, provided 

General Figueiredo shows an interest. "Talk is not out of the question. 
Argument is." Finally, he denounced the intention to dissolve the opposition 
party as a measure of violence and abuse. 


MANCPcTE: It is said that the elimination of the parties is imminent, for 
which reason you asked Deputy Paes de Andrade to present a protest at an 
international forum. Since this is a domestic Brazilian problem, do you 
believe it is suitable to take the matter to a congress held abroad? 


Ulysses Guimaraes: I believe that there is good reason in this case, 
because the elimination of a party is a very brutal act. It is an action 
which is in direct conflict with any concept, however elementary, of a 
democratic system. It is even an attack upon human rights. Therefore 











there are international bodies today precisely for such matters pertaining 
to democracy and the basic rights of man, of which democracy is one of the 
most important. The United Nations Charter and the Universal Declaration 
of the Rights of Man set forth these basic rights. I ask myself why the 
interparliamentary congress, a body with a long history, exists? It is not 
so that gentlemen and their wives can have tea or dessert or go to banquets. 
It exists to defend the parliamentary institution, which is synonymous with 
democracy. 


When democracy is ended the parliament closes down. This is the physical 
indication showing that democracy does not exist. And democracy means 

that there cannot be uniformity within it. This is the reason for the 
significance of the word party. Therefore, to attack the parties is to 
attack democracy. And to attack democracy is to attack the parliament. 
This is the path toward shutting down the parliament. There is no example 
anywhere in the world, and no essayist recognizing dependence on the govern- 
ment of the existence or survival of an opposition party. The 
interparliamentary congress moreover has already protested the suspension 
of elective offices in Brazil, with our vote as well, and against the 
torture and other forms of attack on human rights. Therefore the inter- 
parliamentary congress is a suitable forum. And you can be sure that, even 
without our urging, other parties and parliamentary delegations would raise 
the matter for debate. 


[Question] But the MDB has always opposed the two-party system, even 
calling it a straitjacket. Would there not therefore be a contradiction 
in the current stand of the MDB against party reform? 


[Answer] No, I see no contradiction. There would be a contradiction if 
the elimination of the parties were decreed. There is no contradiction 
because the MDB does not oppose the establishment of new parties. But 
the same justification which makes the establishment of new parties 
legitimate militates in favor of retaining the existing parties. I do 
not see why the establishment of new parties should require the elimina- 
tion of the present ones. It is the elimination of these parties which 
goes against the two-party or multiple-party system. And it establishes 
the precedent according to which the majority supporting the government 
can eliminate one or more parties. These parties thus then become an 
appendix or an extension of the will of the executive branch. 


The MDB Wants to Live 


This is in fact an absurd and peculiar thesis, and, I reiterate, without 

the support of doctrine in terms of precedent, except as an abuse. No 
party in this country, after a tremendous effort, will have any guarantee. 
In a continental country like Brazil, with 4,000 municipalities and almost 
as many municipal councils mobilizing, in terms of the membership of these 
councils alone, 10,000, 20,000 Brazilian citizens--all of this can disappear 
in an afternoon of congressional voting. Thus there is no contradiction 








whatsoever in our policy. The MDB wants to continue to exist. That is a 
right it enjoys. It is thereby providing the other parties which may 
emerge with a guarantee that they will not suffer the same violence as 
that being plotted against the Braziliaa Democratic Movement. 


[Question] You are not then opposed to the establishment of new parties? 


[Answer] The MDB (and this is written into its program) favors the free 
organization of political parties. And it will vote in favor of reform 
softening the demands of the law, the requirements for party organization. 
Be it the PTB, the Socialist Party--whatever name they may bear, provided 
they meet the basic requirements and can represent substantial sectors of 
the national will. I say this because I oppose certain types of precedent, 
such as the situation in India, for example, where there are 30 to 40 
parties. This would mean splintering public opinion by means of party 
representation. 


[Question] How would you define the MDB at present? Would it be a popular 
front or a federation of the opposition as you described it on one occasion? 


[Answer] The MDB is a party which adapts to the political situation in the 
country. It is a party which functions in a country which is not democratic, 
which does not have democratic regularity. It is a party for example which 
is not able to become a political alternative for power. We can say in 
Brazil that in a broader sense, politics means the power to elect the 
president of the republic. If there is no power to elect a president of the 
republic, we must say that there is no politics in Brazil. Politics is a 
program, an offering to the nation, to its people, of solutions to their 
problems. That is politics. This is pursued through the parties. If the 
people believe in this, if the nation believes in this, this process is 
pursued through the parties, so that they can fulfill their commitment. 
That is politics. In Brazil, a country with a presidential system, there 
is a very great concentration of power in the president of the republic as 
head of the nation and chief of state. In Brazil, an extraordinary 
accumulation of power is focused on a single person. Thus here the 
president of the republic has more power proportionally than the president 
of the United States. For in the United States the federation functions. 
Here the federation is nominal. Thus the president of the republic in 
Brazil has all of this power concentrated in his hands, being at the same 
time president of the republic, state governor and prefect, since every- 
thing depends on him. There is no businessman in the world who has the 
business power in his hands the president of the republic does, because of 
the 20 largest domestic enterprises dependeat directly or indirectly on 

the state, about 14 are government enterprises. Beginning with PETROBRAS 
[Brazilian Petroleum Corporation], one of the largest enterprises in the 
world. What then does the MDB want? That there be democracy in Brazil. 
These are the basic characteristics of our party. We want the voice, the 
will of the nation to be respected. And it is this which often gives rise 
to an interpretation of my party which in my view is erroneous. The MDB 
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when the time comes for commitment is united. The commitment is to protest 
the violation of human rights. It is united when it seeks the direct 
election of the president of the republic and the governors of the states. 
It is united when it seeks the reestablishment of the powers of the legisla- 
tive branch. In the chapter of the constitution we have dealing with the 
legislature, there is mention only of the powers of the executive branch. 

In the campaign for ammesty, in the electoral campaigns, the MDB has 

always been united. In the elections we have the authentic faction working 
for the candidates of a moderate faction, as happened in Minas Gerais with 
Tancredo Neves, or moderates working for a candidate of the authentic 
faction, as was the case in Goias, with Henrique Santillo, who has a Senate 
seat now. On the problem of eliminating the parties, for example, we are 
all united. This is the MDB. Now where basic commitments are not involved, 
it is normal that the party should reflect the different inclinations of 
individuals. We have comrades, for example, who favor parliamentarianisn. 
Others are presidentialists. I want to say further that this is typical of 
all parties in democratic countries. 


[Question] How do you view the crushing criticism of the MDB voiced by 
former Governor Leonel Brizola? 


[Answer] Former Governor Leonel Brizola spoke of the party, but his last 
words were just. First of all, I recognize that our party is susceptible 
to criticism, for it has its defects. But it is beyond dispute that this 
was the party which fought for Mr Leonel Brizola's return to Brazil. He is 
in this country, in contact with our reality, which is very difficult. I 
am sure that Mr Leonel Brizola will place his incomparable leadership in 
the service of our common goals of struggle so that we can have a true 
democracy here. Among other things because Mr Leonel Brizola has commitments 
to the Brazilian Labor Party. To speak on behalf of the Brazilian worker 
he must be against what exists here. For otherwise, he would not have the 
support of the workers, as happened with the ARENA. The path for the 
opposition, for anyone who wants to defend the interests of the workers, is 
this path. And I am certain that Mr Leonel Brizola will in the end trust 
that path, joining with the opposition forces to hasten our return to 
democracy. 


Meeting With Figueiredo 


[Question] You recently refused to meet with Senator Jose Sarney, the 
president of the ARENA. Would the MDB, if invited by the president of 

the republic, agree to discuss a joint program to combat the economic crisis 
we are experiencing? 


[Answer] I want to say first of ali that I did not refuse to meet with 
Senator Jose Sarney. I have already 2ad a number of meetings with him, 

some casual, in which we always ended by discussing politics, and even some 
formal meetings. What I said was the following: the interlocutor must be 
respected in these meetings. This is one of the basic rules. In this case, 
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one of the interlocutors is a party. I believed that a talk on the subject 
of the death of the party was unacceptable. Now dealing with your question 
specifically, if the president of the republic wants to engage in talk with 
the party, we would not in principle refuse. Obviously, the party retains 
its freedom and independence to say yes or no. The president, who in this 
case would have the responsibility of inviting us, would have to cite the 
subject of the talk. It can readily be seen that we cannot turn our back 
on our commitment. I believe that the basic duty of the president of the 
republic is to create conditions so that there can truly be a democracy in 
this country. The democracy which he swore he would establish in Brazil. 
But not by eliminating parties, not by fearing elections, the voice of the 
people. What kind of democracy is this? What open approach is this when 
the intention is to eliminate municipal elections? No one will believe in 
this open approach any longer, in the oath sworn by the president of the 
republic. The president of the republic can extend his hand to us. We 
expect that hand to offer solutions favorable to the country, to the 
reestablishment of democracy. On this we are in agreement. We cannot 
understand a hand holding a dagger extended to eliminate the party which 
criticizes him. The party does not reject talk. It rejects argument. 

Our commitment is to the constituent assembly and I am ever more persuaded 
of this. If we want democracy, the presence of the people, of society, we 
must go to the root of all this, which is the constituent assembly. Other- 
wise we remain here marking time, excluded. But if we were invited, I 
repeat, talk is not unacceptable. Argument is unacceptable. 


[Question] With the MDB eliminated, do you believe that the same forces 
as comprise it today will rally later under the same party banner? 


[Answer] I would like to say the following. I have always refused to 
make any commentary based on the elimination of the party. For this would 
be to speculate on the basis of an absurdity, a cruelty, despotism, on the 
basis of betrayal of party commitments. I cannot accept this. I cannot 
accept that the president of the republic and the Congress embark upon a 
venture, a sinister, diabolical and fascist undertaking such as this. I 
cannot accept this. If I agreed to a discussion on this basis 1 would be 
practicing betrayal of the belief that if we are engaged in this, if we 
are speaking of democracy, if we have a Congress, if there is a party, it 
is necessary to have a minimum of respect for all. Otherwise we will 
proceed to physical struggle, and this principle will fall to earth, become 
besmirched. I do not think then that the president of the republic is 
committed to this undertaking and I do not believe that the Brazilian 
Congress will take this step. 


A Reversible Process 


[Question] Do you believe that the Brazilian process of a more open 
political approach is still subject to reversal? 
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[Answer] The fifteen years in which democracy was absent led to what we 
have now. We have inflation said to be about 40 percent, but the housewife 
knows it is near 60 percent. This of itself reveals the error, the mis- 
government. Sometimes the people are deceived into thinking that a strong 
regime will solve their problems. Brazil today is deluded about this. If 
there are problems with a democracy, there are many more without it. When 
the national conscience is awakened it is very difficult to wage a battle 
against it. But I do not believe that a reversal is impossible. It is not. 
We have seen that other countries have suffered reversals, have had negative 
political experiences. The most blatant example is Argentina, here beside 
us. We know that peoples with as high a level of culture, maturity and 
development as Germany, Italy and Japan have been dominated by totalitarian 
ideas and have paid a terrible price. Even so, I do not believe that we 
need to suffer a reversa]. But if the terrible threat exists, we should 
redouble our efforts to ensure competence on the part of the government, as 
well as on the part of the opposition. 


[Question] Do you believe that this competence exists? 


[Answer] I believe that the opposition has had this competence. And so 
that this will not seem a subjective view of mine, I would point to the 
progress the party has made in the elections, all of the stratagems under- 
taken to restrain the MDB, with the bionic senators, etc. All of this 
shows that we have been competent, for the nation bears witness to it. 

The same facts show that the government has been incompetent. Therefore it 
has lost elections. If we accept that in a democracy the court which 
judges competence and incompetence, the successes, what does the nation 
good or evil, is the nation itself, the polls, the elections, then we have 
a positive statement with regard to the opposition, and a negative one where 
the government is concerned. This is why they want to do away with the 
government party. I am astounded and dismayed to see that basic truths in 
politics are being forgotten. It would seem that they do not read the 
manuals. What is weak is not the ARENA, it is the government. The ARENA, 
poor thing, is paying the price, being blamed for everything. In truth, 

if it has lost authority it is the government which is discredited. But 
there is no wish to admit this in this country. As one cannot accuse the 
king, all the others are accused. If the government wants to win elections, 
it must have prestige. The government advisers--it seems it has advisers-- 
have not yet realized this. In the press, on the radio and television, the 
people commonly refer to the party supporting the government as the party 
of the government. It may be called the ARENA, the “greater ARENA," the 
party of Jesus Christ or the party of Tiradentes--in the final analysis it 
will always be the government party. It makes no difference. In fact, all 
of this business about the elimination of the parties is a reflection of the 
incompetence of the government advisers, not to say bad faith, a maneuver to 
remain in government. This is the most elementary thing in politics: a 
government wins elections if it has strength and its party depends on the 
prestige of the government. This tactic of changing names, altering labels, 
is a ridiculous thing. It is simply unbelievable that mature men, with 








responsible posts in this country, are seeking to transform Brazilian 
politics into a matter of alchemy. The alchemists believe that by changing 
the name of the government party, that party can win elections, despite 

the fact that the gover-ment has not succeeded in combating inflation, in 
improving wages, in distributing income, in recruiting popular participation, 
in winning over the workers, etc. We are in the middle ages. The president 
is surrounded by would-be alchemists. 


[Question] Do you believe that the suggestion by Lula, the metallurgical 
workers’ leader, that a party of the workers be established, is viable? 


[Answer] I will state the obvious: Lula has a right to the ideas he 
believes will be most useful to the country, especially with regard to the 
workers, of whom he is the unchallenged leader. If Brizola has a right 

to establish the PTB [Brazilian Labor Party], Lula has a right to establish 
the party of the workers. It is a difficult undertaking. I am saying 
this ex cathedra. Without wishing to be pretentious, I would say with 
regard to myself and the leaders of the MDB that we have the know-how. 


[Question] If the MDB favors the concept of convoking a constituent 
assembly, why did the opposition decide to participate in the commission 
appointed in the Chamber for the study of a constitutional reform proposal? 


[Answer] Our participation, the historic aspect of this decision, reveal 
our loyalty to the commitment we adopted at the national convention to wage 
the struggle for a constituent assembly. Initially, what President 

Flavio Marcilio and Deputy Djalma Marinho proposed was the appointment of 

a commission to sponsor overall reform of the constitution. And we rejected 
MDB participation in that commission. Then it was suggested to us that only 
a part of the constitution, that pertaining to the legislative branch, be 
amended. Then we accepted, because while we want a constituent assembly, 

we are not going to stand still. We cannot remain opposed to any change 
which gives us greater strength to work toward a constituent assembly. 
Making the legislative branch independent is a major step in our struggle 
to establish a democratic regime in the country. Thus there was no contra- 
diction at all. As soon as the legislative branch is strengthened, the 
struggle for the constituent assembly will take on greater scope. At present, 
the legislative branch is a power under tutelage. 


[Question] How do you view the return of Mr Miguel Arraes to Brazil? Do 
you think he will tend to radicalize the political process? 


[Answer] To begin with, I would Jike to say with regard to Arraes what I 
said about all the other exiles. They should not have been banished 
because of their ideas or public attitudes. And therefore, they have the 
right, for which we fought, to return to Brazil. Even those exiles whose 
ideas are different from ours. As to Governor Arraes, I would like to 
State that he is a man with commitments, with great concerns of a social 
nature. I have information through Jarbas Vasconcelos that on arrival 
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in Brazil he applied for MDB membership. And I am certain that he will work 
with us, within our democratic commitments. 


Legalization of the Communist Party 


[Question] Do you favor the legalization of the PCB [Brazilian Communist 
Party]? 


[Answer] This involves my personal opinion. As far as I know, my party has 
no official position on this. I favor the legalization of the PC. This 
has happened in all the democracies of the world. I bs iieve that the 
clandestine actions of this party are much more harmful to the country and 
make it still more difficult to oppose its ideas. 


[Question] But as the PC is not legal in Brazil, are you willing to have 
Mr Luiz Carlos Prestes join the MDB when he returns to Brazil? 


[Answer] If Mr Luiz Carlos Prestes wants to join the MDB, he must accept 
the program of a democratic party. One who is an MDB member has a commitment 
to democracy. When these commitments are respected, the party is open to 
anyone who wants to join. 


[Question] Some of the so-called moderate leaders accuse you of favoring 
the authentic faction within the party. Is there a basis for this? 


[Answer] I have always been very clear in my statements, both as president 
of the MDB and outside the party. I have been the subject of many criticisms, 
many of them unjust, and others truly just. But I can guarantee that I have 
never been accused of being a timid or hesitant man. I have always set 
forth my ideas to the effect that we must reestablish democracy in Brazil 
very clearly and energetically. I have not changed. All of my speeches 
bear witness to this. I am told that many in the authentic faction, many 
of those voices regarded as the most vehement, have said among themselves, 
among friends, certain things about me, to the effect that "ve should not 
accuse Ulysses. If authenticity means defending democrati« « ‘inciples 
courageously and boldly, he is more authentic on this point chan most of 
us." I have not changed. The first address I gave as president of the 

MDB continues to reflect my basic thinking. The dogs they have let loose 
to hinder my strolls, the bayonets, the stones, the lights shot out and 
many other forms of harassment--all of this shows that I have not changed. 

I may have changed on other issues. Not this one. 
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BRAZIL 


MDB GAINING STRENGTH DUE TO GOVERNMENT POLICY 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 20 Sep 79 p 3 


[Text] Rio de Janeiro--Even after confirmacion of the dark predictions that 
party reform measures will be of no use and ire designed solely to divide 
the opposition, the MDB [Brazilian Democrati:: Movement] still has hopes 
that, after ceasing to exist as such, it can maintain its precarious unity. 
And it thinks that it will suffice to yield a little to the authentic and 
moderate factions and to effect minor purges in order to remain cohesive 
and function as a true “single front." 


The “economic proposal of the opposition,” published Sunday by 0 ESTADO DE 
SAO PAULO, is being well received in many party sectors, and the senators, 
who had planned to present it as a bench proposal, are now prepared to 
allow more time for Ulysses Guimaraes to make a final decision and adopt it 
as the official position of the entire party. 


Thus the climate, which 15 days ago was characterized by discouragement and 
mutual accusations, is now one of “cautious hopefulness," according to an 
opposition senator, who says that there are few today who fear a “betrayal 
by Tancredo Neves, in view of the promises and commitments he has made to 
us for the defense of MDB unity.” Also, the promise by Miguel Arraes to 
join the ranks of the MDB and the surprising problems encountered by 

Leonel Brizola in his sector, added to the threat of a real rebellion with- 
in the ARENA [National Renewal Alliance], are today justifying the belief 
by the opposition leadership that the maintenance of their party will not 
be as difficult as the government supposes. 





It is for this reason that the liberals in the party heve finally decided 

to work harder to play more of a leadership role. They are politicians who 
do not like the terms “authentic” and "moderate," in their view falsely 
laudatory in the former case and pejorative in the latter, but they now 

are willing, as the "Political and Economic Proposal of the MDB" says, to 
present the party as an alliance between “reformist liberals and the 
democratic left." The liberal faction, certain that it represents not only 
the majority in the party but also the majority in the electorate, is sure 
that it can keep the leftist faction in the MDB, “vociferous, but politically 
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inept," under control, according to a deputy from the Northeast, who believes 
that an MDB made up of the authentic members alone “would be a childish 
exercise or a little club of intellectuals, like the old Socialist Party." 


On the basis of this reasoning, the liberals believe that with the threat 
of division posed by Tancredo Neves resolved, there would remain only 
three obstacles to the final consolidation of the MDB: the Chagas Freitas 
faction in Rio, the Maluf faction in Sao Paulo, and the supporters of 
Aluizio in Rio Grande do Norte. 


Of these, the most powerful group is that supporting Chagas Freitas, against 
which Ulysses Guimaraes has been forced to act, although to date no new 
positions have been adopted. Ulysses explains that Chagas Freitas accounts 
for 110 votes at the convention, the loss of none of which can be risked on 
pain of losing control to the leftist minority. 


This threat does not exist in the eyes of the liberals, and on the day when 
the three threatening factions are banished from the party, the left will 
lose one of its most valid arguments and consolidation of the MDB, without 
risk of betrayal or spurious commitments made without the knowledge of the 
leadership, will become much easier. « 


Apart from the belief that it is better to “lose in quantity to gain in 
quality,” the liberals in the MDB are certain that the Chagas Freitas problem 
will be resolved in the end by the federal government itself, since unable 

to do without the support and the aia of a political party base in such an 
important state as Rio de Janeiro, it would in the end force Chagas Freitas 
to support the "greater ARENA,” even against his will. 


As to the Maluf supporters, they are all certain that they would be auto- 
matically defeated on the day when they no longer had the protection of the 
opposition party name, while the Aluizio faction still lacks maneuvering 
room, since the space on the other side is now occupied by Senator Dinarte 
Mariz. 


For all of these reasons, the position of the MDB now is tending to 
consolidate the union of leftists and liberals, through mutual promises, 

to wait and see where the courage and indignation of the majority in the 
ARENA concerning the government decision to create a single party will lead. 
After all, at least for the time being, the real crisis is that in the 
government party. 


Division in the Labor Sector 


The arrival of Leonel Brizola has now made it clear how difficult it is to 
organize the labor party. After achieving an important triumph, the 
liquidation of the PTB [Brazilian Labor Party] of Ivete Vargas, the former 
governor of Rio Grande do Sul can no longer conceal the dramatic differences 
between his old and his new allies. 
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Brizola‘'s PTB has become a little MDB, with all of the shortcomings of the 
present “opposition front,” but without any of its virtues or its votes. 
Now divided between the “historic™ and “socialist” factions--a caricature 
of the MDB authentic and moderate factions, the PTB faces the task of 
assimilating the curious Chagas Freitas wing. 


And this division is tending to become ever more profound, particularly 
now that the “socialists” are demanding rea] se) f-criticism of 

Leonel Brizola, in order completely to reject the “populist” and “ward 
politics” past of the old PTB. In other words, they want simply to expel 
the “historic” faction. Which includes the president of the future party, 
former Deputy Doutel de Andrade. 


Politics in Soccer 


In the unpublished IUPERJ index of publications pertaining to the social 
sciences, there is a work on the influence of the military on Brazilian 
soccer, a useless fact to judge from the summary: 


"Studying the performance of the Brazilian World Cup team, I concluded that 
the <trategy of technician Clzudio Coutinho was the reflection, on the level 
of soccer, of the dependent, exclusive and authoritarian policy of the 
economic and political models adopted by the military governments in the 
country after 1964." 


Either one thing or the other is true: Either this was why we played the 
World Cup matches without a left end, or the celebration goes on as before. 
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BRAZIL 


MDB MODERATES SEEN AS THREAT TO BROAD FRONT 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 22 Sep 79 p 3 


[Text] Brasilia~-The moderates in the MDB [Brazilian Democratic Movement] 
took steps yesterday ic prevent crystallization of the plan for a broad 
opposition front capable of rallying under the present party banner or 
another which may succeed it, at least until 1982, the labor faction of 
Leonel Brizola, the liberals led by Ulysses Guimaraes and Teotonio Vilela, 
the authentic faction, under the sponsorship now of Miguel Arraes, and 
possibly themselves. They maintain that the dissolution of the parties 
was a government decision, and more than that, a reality reflected in 
unhealthy ideological differences among the various opposition groups. 
Thus they do not accept the suggestions made by Teotonio Vilela and they 
even have doubts about the possible results of the recent talk the senator 
from Alagoas had with Brizola in Porto Alegre. They say that Vilela did 
not correctly understand what the former governor of Rio Grande do Sul was 
proposing, and that far from being a retreat from the immediate establishment 
of the Labor Party, he would only agree to a general alliance on basic 
principles among the various factions, but without the need for all to 
remain in a single party. 


This is the other side of the coin displayed yesterday by Teotonio Vilela 
in his statement to the effect that Leonel Brizola had agreed to reorganize 
the strategy and indicated willingness to join the MDB or the party which 
will succeed it after its dissolution. The moderates have more than reason 
enough to act as they are acting, for they were close to the establishment 
of the so-called Independent Party when they were surprised by the "Alagoas 
hurricane” which brought Arraes and Brizola into speedy contact. The 
moderates say that the former governor of Rio Grande do Sul has no reason 
to join in a group of conflicting opposition factions when he already has 

a minimum of 40 federal deputies and 7 senators, the number required in 
order for him to undertake the immediate establishment of his party, in 
accordance with the current legislation. 


What the moderates cannot accept here is not an alliance with Brizola as 
such, which they would accept. It is on the contrary the prospect of being 
in the same party as the authentic faction and Miguel Arraes. They fear 


33 








the reaction of their base support, maintaining that they are not leftists 
and that there are more points of agreement between them and the government 
' than with the radical opposition wing. 


In the past 48 hours, the moderates have maneuvered as never before in order 
to block the developments sponsored by Teotonio Vilela, and as the final 
word about the establishment of a broad front has not yet come from Porto 
Alegre (Brizola), Recife (Arraes), and Sao Paulo (Ulysses Guimaraes), they 
retain the hope that this last effort to unite the opposition in view of 

the casuistry of the government will collapse. 


Magalhaes Will Go Ahead 


Among the successive steps forward and to the rear which have occurred in 
recent days concerning party reform, for not only has the MDB been wrangling, 
but the ARENA [National Renewal Alliance] as well, one guideline has 
remained unchanged: Deputy Magalhaes Pinto stresses that the Independent 
Party will be established, and he is talking and negotiating with a series 
of possible supporters. If he can win the support of or reach agreement 
with the moderates in the MDB, it would be ideal, the same being the case 
with the dissident groups in the ARENA. Otherwise, he will continue alone, 
waging a broad campaign with the popular bases. What he has decided not to 
do is to remain in the ARENA or a "greater ARENA," much less in the company 
of the laborites or the authentic faction. He will force a center, 
democratic solution which does not represent radicalism or an umbilical 
link with the government. 


A Calm Attitude 


Governor Virgilio Tavora of Ceara spent the week in Brasilia, listening 

more than talking, and he returned to Fortaleza yesterday persuaded that 

he was right, although defeated in some respects. In his view, party reform 
should not follow the path of casuistry or haste. It should be coordinated 
now, but in a natural way, so that the various factions can organize from 
the bottom upward, preferably through an electoral process, the municipal 
elections next year or the federal elections in 1982. In his words, things 


need to flow naturally to come out right. 


The governor of Ceara left the federal capital moreover certain that the 
dissolution of the present parties has been decided, and more than that, 
that the government will also have a single party supporting it. Not that 
he disagrees with these two developments, but he does believe that haste 
could threaten the process. In any case, like the reserve officer he is, 
he saluted as he boarded the plane. "I have accepted the decision and I 
will work to help the plan succeed.” 


Unequipped to Continue 


Party reform remains the sole issue winning political attention, and another 
concern voiced by the majority of the conscientious sectors in the ARENA and 





the MDB was that if the government has already decided to establish a 
single party to support it, no one can succeed in preventing this from 
happening. The reactions, pouting and special considerations voiced in the 
ARENA bench come to nothing, for when the formal order comes from the 
Planalto Palace, they will all go back to the traditional attitude of 
obedience without discussion. It has been this way since 1965, for with 
the announcement of each earlier ukase from the throne, the dissident and 
opposing forces have taken their position, promising the moon and baring 
their fangs and claws, but in the end they have all lacked-~as they will 
now--the weapons to pursue their cause. 


The last example of this adaptation by the government party majority 
occurred when there was no longer any Institutional Act No 5 to threaten 
everyone. A few weeks ago, during the vote on the ammesty proposal, there 
was agitation by the ARENA faction which wanted a broad, general and 
unlimited amnesty. Some voted for the substitute MDB proposal and the 
Djalma Marinho alternative, but not enough of them to prevent approval of 
the government text. Nothing different will happen when, at the end of 
October, the government party reform bill reaches the Congress calling for 
the dissolution of the present parties. It would be a fruitless dream to 
imagine that the dissidents in the ARENA, those favoring the establishment 
of two parties to support the Planalto Palace, will reject the single-party 
proposal by voting against dissolution. One does not spend some 15 years 
in accomodation and subservience with impunity, even if some exceptions, 
such as the case of Deputy Magalhaes Pinto mentioned above, seem to confirm 
the rule. Were matters different and had the regime not reached the point 
it has, there would have been an explosion much earlier and the revolution 
would have been forced, perhaps long since, either to adhere completely to 
an emergency basis or otherwise to yield to the forces dedicated to 
normalization. If the metaphor fits, and intending no offense, we could 
say this is one of those cases where the collar and bell can only be put 
on the cat by another cat. 
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BRAZIL 


MEMBERS OF MDB TO DISCUSS SURVIVAL STRATEGIES 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 16 Sep 79 p 3 
{Article by "F. M.": "MDB Members Seek Way to Survive" ] 


[Text] Brasilia--The MDB [Brazilian Democratic Movement] seems to be awaken- 
ing to the possibility of being abolished by the party reform being prepared 
in Planalto Palace. The party president, Ulysses Guimaraes, will be called 
upon during the next few days to discuss the problem with deputies and sena- 
tors and say objectively what he intends to do in regard to what seems in- 
evitable. 


Meanwhile, there is an effort by important leaders of the various groups 
that make up the MDB in Congress to keep the party united until 4 November-- 
the date set for the national convention. If that plan fails, new arrange- 
‘ments will emerge, beginning with Senator Tancredo Neves. The Minas Gerais 
senator, under heavy pressure in recent days from his "moderate" colleagues, 
would be ready to hold discussions with other senators also engaged in cre- 
ating a nonradical opposition party. 


After that there would be a meeting of these senators with the deputies who 
follow the leadership of Tancredo Neves, for the purpose of organizing a 
new nonradical opposition group--if the ARENA [National Renewal Alliance] 
and the MDB are indeed dissolved. 


There is yet the possibility that the Minas Gerais senator will call a press 
conference and finally state his position, confirming rumors about a new 
opposition party. He would then also make it quite clear that he never had 
and does not now have the least intention of working to establish an inde- 
pendent party with ARENA dissidents, led by Magalhaes Pinto, Paulo Egydio 
Martins, Olavo Setubal, Herbert Levy, Roberto Santos and others. 


One of Tancredo's followers said Friday that the Minas Gerais senator "has 
been perched on the wall for a long time, and he runs the risk of seeing the 
wall come tumbling down on his head." The pressure for a prompt definition 
of the "moderates" has been exerted by former PSD [Social Democratic Party] 
deputies and senators, together with former deputy and former transportation 
minister in the Joao Goulart administration, Expedido Machado. 
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Meanwhile, there are senators working for unity. On Friday several of them 
met with leader Paulo Brossard to try to bring together the various factions 
to reappoint the National Directorate on 4 November--if abolition has not 
taken place by then. But skepticism dominates almost everyone and few doubt 
that the two parties will be dissolved. 


In view of the almost certain evidence, many deputies and senators believe 
that the factions not identified as “authentics" must be defined as soon as 
possible. 


In principle, the idea in question is founding a nonradical party of the 
“organized" opposition. The names of senators Franco Montoro and Tancredo 
Neves are those most often mentioned to preside over this association, al- 
though Paulo Brossard and Pedro Simon are also mentioned. The current MDB 
president, Ulysses Guimaraes, is likewise brought to mind. Many believe he 
would be in a position to lead the new group if he takes the nonradical op- 
tion, “returnirg to his roots," 


But if Ulysses continues to waver back and forth among the various groups, it 
will be vry difficult for the "moderates" to make use of him. In the remote 
possibility of an agreement to keep the MDB united until its death sentence, 
Ulysses Guimaraes would be reelected, if he is willing to accept the non- 
authentic majority in the National Directorate, 


In recent days the "moderates" have been exchanging ideas about the future 
of the opposition. There will be more meetings this week and, depending upon 
pressures and further developments, the decision could be made and Tancredo 
Neves would divulge his plan to organize the nonradical opposition party. 


But there is one point worrying the movement's coordinators. Many believe 
that the plan for a less rigid opposition party could benefit the PTB [Bra- 
zilian Labor Party] by the participation of the “authentics." According to 
the comments of several senators, the group furthest to the left would be 
very unlikely to form a new party, as an isolated force. 


"They would become very vulnerable and would reveal their fragility," re- 
marked one MDB leader, convinced that the path for the “authentics," if the 
"moderates" were to organize themselves, would be to join Brizola's PTB, in 
order to make it more a party of the opposition and of the Left, "with all 
its overtones." 


Another recent development among the "moderates" is their coolness toward 

the PT2, because they would not like to be associated with Miguel Arraes and 
others considered “radicals.” The majority's current tendency is to try for 
unity and, if that fails, seek their own course--that of moderate opposition, 


In any event, except for Ulysses Guimaraes, Paulo Brossard and Freitas Nobre, 
the MDB members seem to have no more doubt about party reform and abolition. 
They can oppose the two government decisions, but in face of an accomplished 
fact they do not intend to stand idly by or indulge in nostalgia, Should 
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abolition take place, they want to find themselves properly prepared for 
seeking new directions and new options. The PTB option has cooled off, 
judging by negative reactions expressed by “moderates.” 


What is more certain among MDB members is the desire for a prompt decision 
by the government so that they can more effectively plan the new courses of 
action. The possibility of all of them remaining united, with or without 
abolition, seems very unlikely, nearly impossible. 


According to all indications, approval of the Ulysses Guimaraes initiative 
in denouncing the threat of the party's abolition at the Interparliamentary 
Union plenum during its meeting at Caracas was not unanimous in the MDB. 
Some members of the National Executive Commission knew nothing about it and 
one of them, Senator Tancredo Neves, did not hide his disapproval, because 
he believes that the matter is of only domestic concern. 
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BRAZIL 


PLAN TO HAVE SINGLE SUPPORTING PARTY ACCEPTABLE TO MOST 
Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 19 Sep 79 p 3 


{Article by "C. C.": "Party Representatives Will Have to Accept a Single 
P zty"] 


[Text] Brasilia--The presence of a large number of state governors in the 
nation's capital yesterday and the day before was the occasion for all of 
them, with the possible exception of “oppositionist" Chagas Freitas, to em- 
phasize to President Joao Figueiredo and Justice Minister Petronio Portella 
that they are in favor of creating a single party to support the government 
and replace the ARENA [National Renewal Alliance]. This was natural, since 
having only one official party will concentrate effective political command 
of each region in their governor's mansions, through their agents. Although 
the law prohibits the state chief executives from heading party directorates 
and executive committees, in practice everything will depend upon them, since, 
at the regional level, it is the governors who appoint, transfer, apply the 
law and grant favors. 


A large number of ARENA representatives may squabble, frown and make pessi- 
mistic predictions, but it will do no good: the decision to form a single 
party to support the Revolution in Congress is as firm as is that to dissolve 
the existing parties. If the various groups do not get along well, if they 
engage in disputes and quarrels, if the remnants of the erstwhile UDN [Na- 
tional Democratic Union], with some exceptions, overwhelm those who came 
from the former PSD [Social Democratic Party] in all states, that will be 
their problem. It is, in fact, a reality that has existed for 14 years, 
since 1965, when the old parties were dissolved, and it will not change all 
that soon. 


No matter how many surveys are made, from the most varied sources, the gov- 
ernment does not appear inclined to waver in its determination, which could 
be summarized in a very simple concept: "We have a majority in Congress and 
in the state governorships, as well as in the assemblies; why, if we retain 
control of party reform, should we give up this advantage and permit the 
balance of power to be disrupted?" 





Justice Minister Petronio Portella's tranquillity in the face of recent 
Statements favoring two parties to support the government gives the impres- 
sion that it is now possible to criticize, complain and suggest formulas 
contrary to official desires, but it is still too early to expect them to 
succeed, As a device of the strategy being followed, the minister of justice, 
before beginning to divulge it, will have taken the precaution of getting 
President Joao Figueiredo committed to his philosophy, despite the strategic 
and necessary silence coming from the corridors of Planalto Palace. Mean- 
while, the chief executive continues to at times play the part of a boy fly- 
ing a kite, giving this device more string so that the wind can carry it 
from one side to the other. But control remains in his hands and the de- 
cision, it is worth repeating, despite the cautious analysis of his spokes- 
men, has been made. Only one party for only one Revolution--that summarizes 
everything. 


Events will demonstrate that, despite the new times, the enlargement of the 
area in which politicians may act, amnesty and the good intentions for de- 
mocratization, the attitude of these who hold power remains the same: they 
must not lose it. Previously the instruments used for this were essentially 
specious, arbitrary and despotic, beginning with dissolution of the parties 
existing in 1965 and ending with the April 1977 “package.” In between, we 
had three indirect elections for governors, party loyalty, creation of new 
barriers to forming more parties, prohibition of election advertising on 
radio and television, cassated mandates and the electoral domicile. 





What party reform really is intended for is to compress the opposition, pre- 
venting it, united, from attaining power in 1982, which would surely happen 
if the previous sophistry were to be continued. Because from one slick trick 
to another, from one artifice to the next, the new shots fired by officialism 
were running the risk of backfiring if the same rifle cf blatant authori- 
tarianism were to be used. Hence, there was a change of weapons, to some ex- 
tent even with benign intentions, from consolidation of the regime to re- 
laxation of the System's grip. But without altering the prevailing atti- 
tude; in other words: democracy? yes; reforms? also yes; but changes in 

the power structure? not yet. No matter how much cabinet ministers and of- 
ficial sources repeat that the Revolution is ready for complete normaliza- 
tion and even to show some respect for the wishes of the electorate, this 
will only be allowed to happen as long as the principal fact is not altered, 
which is continuation in power of those who have held it for the last 15 
years, 


The error in perspective about party reform, then, is not on the part of 
the government but, rather, of the opposition, which fell into the trap, is 
already irremediably divided and--of its own free will--eliminating the 
possibility of increasing its numbers, remaining united and challenging the 
System in the 1982 elections, The individuaiism of many, the submissiveness 
of others, the fawning of these and the radicalism of those--all result in 
the diaspora already brought about by Brizola, on the one hand, the “moder- 
ates" on the other and the “authentics” at the third vertex of the triangle 
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that is about to be dismantled. A few days ago Senator Paulo Brossard de- 
clared that if the MDB [Brazilian Democratic Movement] was unable to remain 
united it was showing that it was incapable of exercising power. And some- 
thing else is not going to happen. A reversal of expectations, a return 
even to rationality from this lack of intelligence seems impossible. Whereas 
in the ARENA some factions squabble about the impossible prospect of forming 
two parties to support the government, the war among the opposition is more 
devastating. Not even a miracle of large proportions could reunite the 
groups that Ulysses Guimaraes can no longer control. 


Will It Repeat? 


Former President Geisel's trip to the United States in coming weeks may 
cause some previous situations to be repeated. As long as he was head of 
the government he never granted a single interview to Brazilian journalists 
on Brazilian territory. He only spoke to the press when he was in France, 
Great Britain and Japan--there, on the cannonball express. Brazilian corres- 
pondents in the United States are already excited... 


Calendar Maintained 


Justice Minister Petronio Portella repeated yesterday that the calendar for 
improving institutions will remain unchanged. After amnesty, only party 
reform this year. In 1980, evolution of the new parties in Congress and 
among the rank and file; meanwhile, voting on the constitutional amendment 
to reestablish direct elections for governor, eliminating, for the future, 
the “bionic” senators and revising the Falcao Law; postponement of municipal 
elections established by the constitution. In 1981, the election campaigns 
already outlined; and in 1982, free and unconditional elections, Later, in 
the new Congress, broad constitutional reform intended to prepare a new text 
in keeping with national needs. The year 1984 will witness the preliminaries 
and the decision about presidential succession, being consolidated in March 
1985 by the transfer of power from Gen Joao Baptista Figueiredo to his suc- 
cessor, possibly a civilian, With so many pitfalls and obstacles, it re- 
mains to be seen just where things will lead, in spite of the good inten- 
tions... 
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BRAZIL 


POLITICIANS SEEN RUNNING FOR COVER DUE TO REFORMS 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 18 Sep 79 p 3 
[Article by "C. C.": “Reform Intensifies Race for Advantages" | 


[Text] Brasilia--Suddenly, more or less as the boy who was watching the 
court pageant and discovered that the king wore no clothes, the complete 
pantomime is perceived into which party reform was transformed: it is not 
to be taken seriously. From all sides, whether from the political command 
of the government, from the most diverse areas of the ARENA [National Re- 
newal Alliance], from all the conflicting groups within the MDB [Brazilian 
Democratic Movement] and even from those who are now being reintegrated into 
political life, only one common denominator seems to unite them: personal 
advantage. There is no thought of ending the two-party system in order to 
perfect political institutions or to enable the various aspirations of so- 
ciety to be expressed in a natural way. Each group or individual, other 
than a few honorable exceptions, is looking at this reform from the view- 
point of personal needs, 


The political command of the government, with Petronio Portella and Golbery 
do Couto e Silva at its head, wants to do away with the existing parties to 
prevent the opposition from having a majority in the next Congress and elect- 
ing a larger number of governors in 1982. Their aim is to restrict the op- 
position, inducing it to division and destruction--an objective, moreover, 
that is about to be attained--within the strategy of power. Reforms, yes; 
but only as long as they do not result in a change of power. 


In the ARENA, at least 10 groups are now evolving, based upon their personal 
interests, in addition to the equally self-seeking orthodox members, the 
latter being ready to do everything their master orders; that is, ready to 
follow the directions of the minister of justice, including acceptance of a 
single party to support the government in place of the existing one, 


In addition to these, one finds the followers of Magalhaes Pinto, who do not 
want to talk to the present holders of power; they are practically dissi- 
dents--perhaps 20 federal deputies. Those associated with Herbert Levy-- 
40, according to the Sao Paulo congressman--anxious to free themselves from 








the regional leadership of Paulo Maluf and follow an independent line in 
their state, although a “revolutionary” one in Brasilia. The “reno- 
vators," previously led by the late Teodulo de Albuquerque, and with Antonio 
Mariz, Norton Macedo and others--said to be 30 in number--advocating a lean 
to the left. The “restorers,” recruited from among the first-term federal 
deputies, eager for effective participation in the government, with Divaido 
Suruagy, Rubem Figuero, Hugo Mardini and 20 (7) others. The “parliamentar- 
ist-nationalists” of Geraldo Guedes, Bento Goncalves, Joao Linhares and 
others--30, who knows? The “nonalined" of Senator Afonso Camargo Netto, 
with Borges da Silveira, Gastao Muller--and how many others? The 
“pessedistas" [Social Democratic Party] of the Senate, with Murilo Badaro 
as their standard-bearer, and with ramifications in the Chamber of Deputies. 
The “ex-Frotists," the celebrated GAS (Solidarity Action Group) of Jorge 
Vargas, Marcelo Linhares, Jorge Arbage, Daso Coimbra and a few others. The 
“Northeast sector" of congressmen from that region inclined to act jointly; 
who knows, even the “loners,” which Senator Jarbas Passarinho typifies bet- 
ter than anyone else. Each group is interconnected with the others; that 
is, there are “orthodox members in the “Northeast sector," just as “par- 
liamentarist-nationalists” are included in the “restorers” and vice-versa, 
multiplying the combinations ad infinitum, Intrinsically, it is not ideol- 
ogy that brings together these political shadings in a permanent process of 
mutation, but merely the effort that all are making to appear to be numeri- 
cally influential and take part in party reform, according to their ambi- 
tions or the need not to be buried in the avalanche. Many prefor two par- 
ties to support the Revolution--three, who knows?--but they will accept one, 
as long as they are given room to maneuver in and leadership to exercise on 
behalf of Planalto Palace. Under geographical or ideological pretexts they 
disguise motives of a selfish nature; in other words, none of them belongs 
to the ARENA any longer and each one in fact has a real party banner, the 
“PI?,"” which never ceased to exist in Brazil: the Personal Interest Party. 


In the MDB, meanwhile, things will be at least as bad, probably worse. 
Leonel Brizola's “laborites," ready for the diaspora, claim to include, as 
of now, at least 20 federal deputies and a few senators. The “authentics,” 
on the other hand, say they support a unified opposition, but they are organ- 
izing to form an isolated and discriminatory group of social-democratic ten- 
dency. The “neo-authentics” agree, but not so much, depicting themselves 
differently: they are the “authentic” first-term deputies, The "liberals," 
with Ulysses Guimaraes, Teotonio Vilela and Paulo Brossard, are resisting 
the more-than-certain abolition of existing parties as an official maneuver, 
while the “independents” or "moderates," under the lcadership of Tancredo 
Neves, assert they will join neither the “laborites" nor the “authentics," 
hoping to have the participation of the "liberals." In addition, there are 
the”’Chaguists," who will do whatever is decided upon by Chagas Freitas, gov- 
ernor of Rio de Janeiro State; the "Malufists," ready to follow the Sao 
Paulo governor; and the “autonomous” senators ("we will join any faction, 
as long as they accommodate us")--and if also willing to accept confusion 
in the opposition, 
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Dissolution of th: ARENA and the MDB, it is worth repeating, is a govern- 
ment decision, just as the other that seems to be the formation of only one 
party to support President Joao Figueiredo, despite his silence; but size is 
the criterion of everything, even when speaking of delaying the reform. In 
view of such a conflicting situation, it would really be better to forget 
the whole idea, “ready” (and this is something else that will have to be 
defined) to relegate party-system reform to a subject for television satire 


Or sOap opera. 


A group of political scientists, sociologists and economists from various 
nations was meeting last week in Brasilia, participating in an important 
symposium, and when some of them tried to understand, in informal conversa- 
tions, what has been going on in Brazil, it was impossible. Because party 
reform is not done, at least seriously, without the people's participaticn, 
without the principal outlines of the various currents emerging from the 
bottom to the top. Meanwhile, at the same time that there is talk of ending 
the innocuous and exhausted two-party system here, postponement of the munic- 
ipal elections scheduled for next year is being arranged. We will not have 
congressional elections until 1982, from which it is concluded that until 
then, even if the MDB and the ARENA are abolished, nothing that happens will 
have any value. It will represent, at best, a soccer game played without a 
ball, a fantasy that would be comic if it were not so tragic. In Spain a 
few weeks elapsed between the formation of new parties and general elections. 
More than 100 groups proposed themselves to the voters; 4 major ones remain. 
Here...well, here anything can happen... 


Governors 


The current state governors are not far behind when it comes to confusion, 
Six of them were in the nation's capital yesterday: Ney Braga of Parana, 
Paulo Maluf of Sao Paulo, Virgilio Tavora of Ceara, Francelino Pereira of 
Minas Gerais, Amaral de Souza of Rio Grande do Sul and Antonio Carlos 
Magalhaes of Bahia. They agreed that each one would try to maintain power 
in their regions, whether with 1, 2 or 20 political parties--or with none 
at all, 
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BRAZIL 


NEW SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY TO BE CREATED 





Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 27 Sep 79 p 5 


[Text] Deputy Herbert Levy (ARENA [National Kenewal Alliance]-SP [Sao Paulo]) 
officially informed Justice Minister Petronio Portella yesterday of his de- 
cision to create the Social Democratic Party--PDS. Levy said he did not go 
to the Justice Ministry to get “the green light" for forming his party, since 
at the same time that the government decided to create a single party he was 
deciding to organize the PSD. “The minister and I," he said, “maintain a 

good personal relationship although we differ politically. For that reason, 

I did not want him left to learn about this decision through the newspapers." 


The Sao Paulo deputy's decision was not commented upon in the Justice Minis- 
try and an adviser limited himself to saying that Petronio was "genial" 
shortly after the meeting with Herbert Levy. 


The PDS draft by Herbert Levy is limited to "enunciating and emphasizing 
some directives," leaving “complete examination of the subject to the pro- 
gram of action to be discussed and approved by the party." 


The principal points of the PDS program are the following: 


"To preserve the basic philosophy of the Revolution, according to which pri- 
vate initiative is the most effective instrument to promote development; 
promotion of agrarian reform, with realism and objectivity, in the short run; 
foreign capital and technical collaboration are desirable, within the limits 
established by the national interest; establishment of the PIS [Social Inte- 
gration Program] and the PASEP (Civil Servants Welfare Fund] were appropriate 
and timely steps; direct taxes should be used as effective instruments for 
redistributing ,urchasing power and weaith; social-security improvements and 
creation of a large domestic Brazilian market should become permanent ob- 
jectives; equality of opportunity must be assured to all, especially in edu- 


cation; huma ‘° © Of large urban conglomerations should be another im- 
portant prog . © institutionalization of voting registration should be 
promoted in the « rt run; prevention of corruption should be carried out 


permanently and etiectively; to avoid risks of foreign insolvency, the na- 
tion has no alternative other than raising production considerably to 
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increase exports and replace imports: fighting inflation must be continued 
systematically and energetically, but not obsessively and without interfering 
with goals for production growth; maintaining a suitable and fair wage policy 
to assure growth of the wage earner's purchasing power is a priority; for 
improving the people's welfare, especially that of the most needy, adoption 
of a family-planning policy is essential; the food program must be pursued 
permanently, as it is one of the ways of combating extreme poverty; produc- 
tion of alcohol from sugarcane and wood must be intensified, eliminating 

the inexplicable existing restrictions; energy policy should be linked with 
plans for better utilization of solar and wind energy and for intensified 
petroleum exploration; development of the Northeast, Amazon and Center-Vest 
regions depends upon efficient and cheap transportation, which requires pri- 
ority for waterborne transportation; restructuring, amplifying and strength- 
ening of the judicial branch, so that it can perform its task independently 
and efficiently; and the legislative branch must become the great instrument 
for surveillance of the executive branch." 


Herbert Levy announced that the PDS would be composed of about 70 deputies 
and 6 senators, after dozens of meetings with ARENA congressmen to create 
an alternative government party. 


Yesterday he met with 36 deputies in the Congress Club and later dined with 
another group, arranging the details of the new party. Levy criticized the 
party reform that the government intends to establish, saying that it only 
changes the name of the government party and, “to a certain extent, motivates 
the opposition to also remain united.” He believes the PDS can accept mem- 
bers of the opposition, since he considers “that the best way of helping 
President Figueiredo, although not sparing criticisms of the government 

when necessary." 
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BRAZIL 


MILITARY NOT OPPOSED TO FORMATION OF NEW PARTIES 
Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 23 Sep 79 p 8 
[Article by "E, P.": "Military Do Not Fear Radicalization" ] 


[Text] Brasilia--The emergence of new parties and even subparties for the 
purpose of consolidating homogeneous political groups and uniting them in 

the same party is being considered by military circles as a natural and, 

possibly, the only solution to prevent or at least limit any kind of ideo- 
logical radicalism, 


This evaluation finds supporters at all levels of rank and resulis from the 
observation that the MDB [Brazilian Democratic Movement] has become frag- 
mented to such an extent that the party's reliability in exercising power-- 
as a result of infiltration by politicians not considered ideologically 
trustworthy--has fallen to its level of 1975, the lowest since the Medici 
government, 


The military intelligence community is convinced that there are communist 
sympathizers in the MDB, but this would not be the most serious aspect of 
the matter, since national security risks would be perfectly tolerable. The 
problem, according to military analysts, is that the existing two-party sys- 
tem invalidates rotation of power, weakening the government's democratic 
system to which the Revolution is adjusting in the present stage. 


The party leadership's inability to command the heterogeneous grouping into 
which the MDB has been transformed would be, according to these analysts, 
the real problem, The latter, however, will cease to exist, since the elec- 
toral growth of the opposition and the veto the MDB suffered at the hands of 
the Revolution should be neutralized by party reform. Barring possibilities 
of a radical opposition faction--authentics, neo-authentics and some first- 
term deputies--there would be no restriciion by any government sector, even 
those responsible for security, upon a vigilant, toughminded and even oc- 
casionally unfair opposition. With one reservation, however: as long as 
the result of its activity does not involve social agitation or any form 

of vengeance, because on this point there is an inviolable understanding 
between the government and the armed forces for as long as the Revolution 
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lasts. This is not at issue, which means that wanting to put men of the 
Revolution on trial under the general and inconsistent charge of being “tor- 
turers" is also considered an unacceptable procedure. Far from being new, 
this observation has become important because of the insistence with which 
it is repeated. 


Communists 


Nor is there much concern from the internal security point of view in regard 
to the return of politicians penalized by the Revolution, but there is fear 
that some of them may create obstacles capable of delaying development of 
the policy of democratic liberalization that the government has been pro- 
moting. 


The exiles who have returned, however, differ in the degree of danger they 
represent. The person whose activities are being followed most attentively 
and even with some concern is Miguel Arraes. His ability to mobilize the 
people in a tense region such as the Northeast will make the former Pernam- 
buco governor, according to military observers, especially responsible for 
avoiding further institutional reverses, 


Another point viewed attentively is the decision announced by the Communist 
Party in Paris according to which, if the PC [Communist Party] is unable to 
organize politically, the natural path for Brazilian communists would be to 
become politically active in existing parties or, more precisely, in that 
party most closely identified with their principles. 


If this were really to occur, according to military observers, party reform 
could reveal all its importance and wisdom, since it is not believed that a 
radical party of the Left--eventually openly infiltrated by communists who 
adopt that position without resorting to disguises--would have a message 
that would appeal to the Brazilian electorate, In any event, as the PC is 
prohibited by law, as perhaps will also be the case with party coalitions, 
the eventual attempt to frustrate the second of these prohibitions at elec- 
tion time could indeed occasion problems, And, according to the same sources, 
these problems could become more serious if Luiz Carlos Prestes and other 
communists were participating, openly or not, insuchcoalitions. The same 
reasoning applies to an “oppositionist front." 


In some military circles it is even beginning to be suggested that the right- 
wing minorities within the armed forces and to a greater extent among retired 
officers with connections in civilian society would wait patiently for the 
development of this announced political-party action with the purpose of 
characterizing it, at the proper time, as a fraud against the electoral 
legislation and demanding drastic measures by the government, 


On the other hand, military circles closely identified with the policies of 
the president of the republic believe that party reform contains political 
safeguards equally or more effective than its counterparts relative to se- 
curity, covered by the constitution and which made possible repeal of AI-5 
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[Institutional Act No 5]. These circles wish to be on guard against there 
being a need for remedies in the future. 


Justice Minister Petronio Portella, who generally does not meet directly 
with the military on official business but learns of their interests and con- 
cerns in his constant contacts with the president of the republic and his 
immediate advisers, the so-called “in-house ministers" at Planalto Palace, 
will have these aspects of the matter in mind, as he himself has said, when 
he gives the final touches to the party-reform bill. 
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BRAZIL 


ARCHBISHOP SOUNDS WARNING AGAINST MARXIST INFILTRATION 
Sao Paulo VISAO in Portuguese 3 Sep 79 pp 22-23 


{Report on interview with Dom Vicente Scherer, archbishop of Porto Alegre: 
“Against Marxist Infiltration"; date and place and name of interviewer not 
given] 


{Text} In recent years many members of the Brazilian clergy have frequently 
participated, through their public statements, in nontheological polemics and 
eminently politico-ideological discussions. Few clergymen have spoken so 
clearly and directly, voicing their opinions over a long period of time, as 
has Cardinal Dom Vicente Scherer. A well-known personality in Brazilian po- 
litical life, now 76 years old--32 of which were as a bishop and archbishop 
of Porto Alegre--Dom Vicente has used his weekly radio program "The Voice of 
the Pastor" to discuss lay matters and warn the nation against the risks of 
Marxist propaganda and its infiltration in sectors of society. At present, 
Dom Vicente seems even more concerned about the importance of that infiltra- 
tion during a period of national political and party reorganization. 


"The propaganda effort by the followers of communism--in Brazil and in all 
nations--is a known and recognized fact," he argues in an exclusive inter- 
view with VISAO. “They cleverly disseminate their basic ideas and the dog- 
mas of their doctrine: systematic class struggle by any means, historic 
determinism and the incomparable supremacy of economic factors over all 
other values. The same ideas, always repeated, without much concern for 
basing them on convincing reasons, and the shrewd exploitation of the suffer- 
ing and needs of immense numbers of people have tremendous persuasive power. 
For the followers of Marxism there are no illicit or prohibited means in 
spreading their ideas. Without conscientious scruples, they use all weapons 
in the service of their cause, And it now seems that they are aiming more 
at the students than at the multitudes of workers. There are many upright 
and sensitive spirits who are not reconciled to the situation that so-calied 
Western and capitalist society presents today: on the one hand, sumptuous 
well-being and comfort; on the other, total privation of resources for basic 
human needs. Such persons, then, seek with pure intentions a solution for 
these undesirable economic and social conditions. Communism promises to 
transform them, Others join the communist movement through ambition for 
power and influence." 
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According to Dom Vicente, Marxist propaganda is revealed “by aggravating the 
conditions that result in one class being incited against another." To the 
cardinal, “disorder and chaos form the climate most attractive to Marxists. 
The more serious the problems of the popular masses, the greater the delay 
and impossibility of overcoming the suffering ‘that torments them, the more 
advantage is gained by the Marxist cause. Leftists do not want reforms. 
They oppose everything that improves the people's condition and their hopes. 
It is the logic and pressure of empty stomachs and of dispair." 


There are those who accuse the archbishop of throwing wood on the fire, of 
polarizing the political debate with his accusations. He asserts, however, 
that he does not believe “in the effectiveness of police repression exclu- 
sively." According to Dom Vicente, “there must be vigilance by the authori- 
ties over what is happening. But we are all obligated to combat the offen- 
sive of communist ideas, both because of love and fidelity to our religious 
convictions and in defense of our people. Communist doctrine is frontally 
and incorrigibly opposed to the truths of the Gospel. Such a character is 
anti-national and involves the denial of basic human rights. It tries to ob- 
struct as much as it can action to provide better living conditions, be- 
cause delay benefits its plans. To me it seems undeniable that the wave of 
pornography that is sweeping the West also promotes the Marxist cause. An 
individual or a people shredded by exploitation of all imaginable eccentric- 
ities in sex matters loses the sense and capacity to devote himself to and 
fight for any idea and aspirations higher than those that come out of the 
gutter." 


Dom Vicente advocates preventing penetration of Marxist doctrines in Brazil 
through four types of measures: 1) making them known among youth and adults 
and then making a reliable and objective criticism; 2) preserving the moral 
integrity that Brazilians inherited from their ancestors; 3) Strengthening 
in a general way fidelity to standards of the Gospel in public and private 
conduct; 4) Especially working to abolish poverty and improve distribution 
of income and wealth through structural reforms in the nation's life. 


"It can be asserted," argues Dom Vicente, “that the best way to combat 
Marxism is to eliminate the abuses and miseries in liberal capitalism that 
are its best breeding place. We are not seeking persecution and violent re- 
pression of communists. To be a believer in this doctrine is not a crime in 
the eyes of the law, as long as one does not engage in criminal acts that 

are listed in the Penal Code, For this reason, communists cannot be arrested 
and imprisoned solely for intellectual acceptance of the theories they advo- 
cate, But public authority has the right--and the duty--of defending the 
institutions that communism opposes and would like to liquidate." 


Dom Vicente asserts he is not against communism because it supports “human 
rights or the grievances of those who are dealt with unfairly or are de- 
prived."” According to him, that support is a Christian duty that no one 
can avoid, "If this were all that Marxists do, we would be their allies," 
he says. “We condemn the doctrines and proposals that are theirs alone and 
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their methods of action, their practices in attempting to gain and exercise 
power," 


In the “Voice of the Pastor" program recently, Dom Vicente called attention 
to the “critical spirit of their age," to explain the attraction of youth to 
communism. As an alternative the archbishop recommends religion: 


“Many youth today are acutely sensitive to the injustices resulting from the 
system improperly called capitalism. Looking only at this aspect of the 
problem, they are easily attracted to other systems that deceptively promise 
to remedy and make amends for these injustices, a ‘paradise’ under a Marxist 
regime. Christianity, or religion, does not promise an alternative economic 
system, but proclaims and instills standards and principles of justice and 
brotherhood derived from the lessons of the Gospel. When these are accepted, 
they obligate one and make one ready to change and eliminate the basic causes 
of oppressive situations. The Christian religion has the purpose of trans- 
forming mankind according to the highest goals of perfection. In fact, we 
support the free enterprise system, when subordinated to the common good 
according to the light of Christian doctrine, which in this point reaffirms 
the standards of Natural Law, the foundation of all law." 
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BRAZIL 


PROBLEMS OF RETURNING EXILES ANALYZED 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 16 Sep 79 p 7 
[Article by Marcal Versiani: "“Marginalization of the Exiles" ] 


[Text] The personality of the citizen and the politician, part of the per- 
sonality of an intelligent adult, is shaped within a space-time function, 
which is the nation. The expatriate, the compulsory exile and even the 
voluntary exile suffer a breakdown of this personality structure that not 
even the instantaneousness of presentday communications can prevent. It may 
be that this instantaneity aggravates the process, inasmuch as the immediate- 
ness of communications, which affects the time factor, generally emphasizes, 
by contrast, the distance in space, 


The exiles and expatriates who are returning to Brazil at an increasing rate 
since promulgation of amnesty are not always aware of this breakdown they 
have undergone, in view of the impact of again treading Brazilian soil, be- 
ginning to hear familiar sounds in the airports and in the streets, and re- 
establishing the relationships that in some cases have been at a standstill 
for 10, 12 or 15 years. 


The problem of these relationships is an intimately personal problem, The 
most primitive concept of the person is a juridical concept invented by the 
ancient Romans to distinguish the civil capacity of the citizen from the 
privation that characterizes the foreigner, the subjugated, the slave. The 
most modern concept of person is much more psychological than juridical, 
But the relationship remains an essential factor, just as in the juridical 
concept. 


Human space, or social space, is not primarily a dimension. It is a ten- 
dency to communicate, to relate oneself. Human space is a universe of po- 
tential relations. The penalties that the 1964 Revolution rediscovered 
were privations, in the first place, of human space, affecting most pro- 
foundly the persons that were deprived of physical space through imprison- 
ment or confinement. The first penalties that the Revolution applied were 
those of cassating political and civil rights, which at present, with the 
long historical progression from the juridical to the psychological that 
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occurred from the time of the Roman Empire until our own times, had much 
more impact than political or juridical sanctions, And although there had 
always been a time limit--always 10 years--until recently this had lost any 
practical meaning as a result of the provision of the 1969 Constitution that 
transformed them into life sentences, 


The world delineated for the exiles and expatriates, then, even more so than 
the world of those who remained here although affected by the cassations, 
would be, due to the internal nature of the punishment, virtually a schizoid 
world. Hence the blunder and apparent rudenesss of a Leonel Brizola in say- 
ing last week, at the side of Senator Pearo Simon, that in the last 15 years 
there had been no opposition in Brazil. Hence a beneficiary of amnesty say- 
ing shortly after arriving in Rio de Janeiro that he was returning ready to 
join the struggle against the “military dictatorship"--a point of view that 
relates more to the approach dreamed about at the time of the armed struggle 
than to the feelings of ambiguity that should really be held by one granted 
amnesty. Hence, also, other participants in the struggle without rules that 
was being waged at the beginning of the decade saying that they do not "ab- 
dicate” their past: how could they abdicate, when they lacked, in the mean- 
time, so many factors to integrate them from one era to the other? 


Time Marches On 


Brazil, as could not have been otherwise, has changed much from 1970 to the 
present; even more, from 1964 until now. Those who heard Leonel Brizola 
mentioned when they were still adolescents are now about 30 years old. Those 
who were aware of the 1969-70 kidnapings while they were in grade school 
have already finished their university courses. They called us "the AI-5 
[Institutional Act No 5] generation," which certainly has some logic; but 
isn't there more than one AI-5 generation? Thus, just as there is a lineal 
descent from AI-5, isn't there also a parallel line of descent? 


The difference between one and the other, between those who grew up here and 
survived under the rule of the AI-5 and those who were not here, voluntarily 
or compulsorily, is that the former remained in a space of which the others 
were deprived: they were not deprived of the society of their friends; they 
were not deprived of family associations; they did not suffer the financial 
limitations that hampered long-distance contacts; they had, in fact, a com- 
munications routine that the others could not have. 


And what is called historical consciousness has much of this space-time 
function, The extent of the changes that Brazil underwent during the last 

10 or 15 years is measured by the sharing of a common space; by the associa- 
tion with a common environment. This is not quite the place to speak about 
the changes in systems of usages and beliefs that permeated our entire social 
life; of changes in codes of expression (it was not by chance that during 
this period of time there was a great vogue for semantics and linguistics) ; 
of modifications even in the “"state-nation" relationship, although they 
would be of primary importance for consideration by the exiles and expatri- 
ates. 
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It is more important to mention the risk of contemporaneous Brazil being 
judged from outside its geographic, social and political space. The assis- 
tance that foreign, Latin American, U.S. and European organizations gave to 
those who are now returning, providing them with a certain environment, in- 
evitably immersed them in another space, without continuity with the national 
space. 


It is very common, then, for Europeans to urge Latin Americans to make the 
transformations here that could not be made viable there; to promote the 
revolution that they did not have the courage to make there, or that was 
frustrated there, And this becomes part of the “schizoid"™ world to which 
the exile is condemned, especially those who, because of their youth, left 
here without having attained incorporation and integration of various as- 
pects of a personality. 


The observation of the 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO correspondent in Portugal, in 
accounting for the essential difference between the exiles of the 1930 and 
1932 revolutions or of the Estado Novo and the exiles of the 1964 Revolution, 
makes sense: the former were quite mature men; the latter, especially in 
the second wave, were youths in their early 20's, The photographs of those 
banished in September 1969 are there to prove it. They were deprived of 
their political and civil rights when they had barely begun to exercise 
them. They did not associate very long with the regime against which they 
fought. And, meanwhile, they experienced deeply the complete exclusion that 
is the civil condition of the exile, until amnesty provided safe-conduct for 
their return. 
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THOUSANDS HOMELESS AS FLOODING CONTINUES 
Bogota Radio Cadena Nacional in Spanish 1730 GMT 30 Oct 79 PA 


| ] The Magdalena River, the nation's largest, overflowed its banks in 

the past few hours. The region along its banks has been declared a disaster 
area by the government in the wake of the worst winter in 7 years. The Cauca 
River, the second most important, also overflowed and flooded some areas. 


The Colombian Weather, Hydrology and Land Improvement Institute [IMAT] has 
requested the help of civil defense organizations, the Red Cross and other 
groups to face the situation. 


Along the Magdalena Rive., the towns of Puerto Salgar, Barrancabermeja, 
Magangue, Calamar, San Pedrito, Aguadas and El Banco have been flooded, ac- 
cording to an IMAT report. The water: of the lower Magdalena have risen con- 
siderably. In Narino, to the south, the level of the river rose 80 centi- 
meters. The San Jorge River has also overflowed its banks. At La Maya 
station, the Cauca River has reached a critical level. 


By departments, the situation is as follows: 


In El Tolima, there is flooding in Ibague, Cajamarca and Rio (Maico). In 
El Choco, 25,000 are homeless. In Risaralda, 5,000 are homeless. In 
Antioquia, landslides have been reported on 13 highways. 


In Caucasia, the Cauca River has overflowed its banks. Puerto Berrio has 
been placed on a state of alert. Rio Negro, La Estrella and Taraza have al- 
so been affected. 


In Medellin, La Libertad and Santo Domingo Savio districts have been flooded. 
Several towns in southern Atlantico department are being threatened. In a 
single municipality, Campo de la Cruz, farming losses have amounted to 10 
million pesos. 
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In Risaralda, the Otun and Ocon rivers continue to swell and thousands there 
are homeless. 


One of the worst situation has arisen in Bogota, where the Tungulito and 


Bogota rivers have overflowed their banks. Some 600 families were evacuated 
from Bosa, west of the capital. 
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U.S.-CUBAN RELATIONS ISSUES REFLECTED IN PRESS 
U.S. Indian Delegation 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 25 Sep 79 p 4 


[Text] Mariano Rodriguez, first vice president of the House of the 
Americas, welcomed three sculptors--Oren Lyons, Frank La Pena and 
George Morrison--who were invited to Cuba by this cultural institu- 
tion for the extraordinary exhibit "The Real People" which opened 
recently in its Latin American Gallery. It provides a panorama of 
the true popular expression of the native people of North America 
through paintings, sculptures, crafts and photographs. It is pre- 
sented in coordination with INCA [International Native American Coun- 
cil of the Arts] and includes works by contemporary "Indian" artists. 


Oren Lyons, Frank La Pena and George Morrison will give a talk on 
Thursday, 27 September, at 2030 hours at the House of the Americas 
called "Symbolism and Tradition in the Art of the Real People" which 
will be illustrated with slides on the artistic work at Indian reser- 
vations like the Creek, Navajo, Onondaga, Tuscarora, Wintu, Chippewa, 
Apache, Sioux, Cayuga and Cherokee, which have retained their cul- 
tural identity and fight to preserve the important legacy of their 
ancestors. Admission is free. 


George Morrison and Frank La Pena will speak on the subject "Art in 
the Chippewa and Wintu-Nomtipom Tribes" on Friday, 28 September, at 
1600 hours at the Advanced Institute of Art. 

Bmigre Youth Brigade Assaulted 
Havana JUVENTUD REBELDE in Spanish 3 Oct 79 p 4 


[Article by Susana Lee: “Aggression by Abdala Group Against Antonio 
Maceo Brigade Activity in Miami") 


[Text] The showing of the Cuban film "Memories of Underdevelopment" 
sponsored by the Antonio Maceo Brigade last Saturday, 29 September, 
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at the Miami Unitarian Church was suddenly interrupted by illegally 
armed people. After identifying themselves as members of the counter- 
revolutionary organization Abdala, they destroyed the projector, 

fired several shots, physically attacked male and female comrades in 
the audience and stole the money collected. 


Because of this despicable and treacherous aggression, 37 civic, po- 
litical, religious and other organizations united to show their con- 
demmation of such actions in a press conference held in the offices 
of the American Civil Liberties Union. 


In the communique, the undersigned organizations and celebrities con- 
demned the violent public disturbance caused by the Abdala group, 
calling it an attack on the democratic rights of all the people which 
the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution guarantees. 


The communique states: "In defense of democrctic rights, we demand 
that the authorities take immediate measures to guarantee that the 
rights of free association and free expression are protected. The 
perpetrators of this act of viclence must be taken to court. we de- 
mand that they be arrested immediately and that they be prosecuted to 
the fullest extent of the law. In addition, we demand that the po- 
lice duly protect any group threatened by acts of violence." 


The communique ends: "The terrorist groups have been acting with 
relative impunity, making threats and attacking numerous activities. 
We ask the government authorities to act immediately to put an end 
to the terrorisns." 


The organizations and celebrities that signed the document included 
the Antonio Maceo Brigade, the International League of Women for 
Peace and Freedom, the Cuban Reunification Operation (Committee of 
75 for Dialog), the National Committee Against Repressive Legislation 
and the Reformed Bvangelical Christian Church of Hialeah. 


Reports received in our office reveal that a group of representatives 
of the above organizations will see the attorney general of the state 
of Florida today to impress on him the seriousness of those actions 
and ask him for official action against this violence and the 
terrorists. 


A standing committee was also formed to denounce these actions and 
promote citizen awareness in order to demand that the authorities 
eradicate terrorism in the Miami area. 


Interview with Letelier's Widow and Raul Alzaga 


The 1 October issue of the Puerto Rican SAN JUAN STAR published an 
interview with Isabel Letelier, Orlando Letelier's widow, and Raul 
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Alzaga, president of the Viajes Varadero travel agency. They both 
agreed that the terrorist groups that participated in the assassina- 
tion of the former Chilean foreign minister were also involved in the 
assassination of Carlos Muniz Varela, a member of the National Commit- 
tee of the Antonio Maceo Brigade. 


In the interview Alzaga added that these terrorist elements are 
closely tied to Cuban gangsters in exile and that the majority of 
them have criminal backgrounds. 


In the same issue Desiderio Cartagena, Puerto Rican chief of police, 
stated that the individuals who were involved in Muniz' assassination 
were professionals and that the police has good information about then. 


U.S. "*Gunboat' Diplomacy Explored 
Havana BOHEMIA in Spanish 5 Oct 79 pp 84-87 
[Article by Bugenio Espinosa: “Interdependence and 'Gunboat’ Dialog"| 


[Text] The fact that imperialist countries coordinate their policies 
to exploit people and oppose socialism is as old as history. Never- 
theless, that coordination has taken on different forms at different 
historic times. In the beginning of the imperialist phase, it adopted 
the form of very secretive private groups in each country; the U.S, 
Foreign Relations Council began in 1919 in cocrdination with its 
British counterpart after a meeting in Paris. They were national 
groups because of the composition of their members but the projection 
of their interests went beyond their frontiers. With state monopo- 
listic capitalism, their composition started to become international 
--@.9., the Bilderberg circle which started in 1954 in the Nether- 
lands with the participation of Americans and Buropeans., It was pre- 
cisely in a meeting of this circle in 1972 that the idea of the Tri- 
lateral Commission was proposed. This had two new characteristics: 

a) it includes Japan in addition to the United States and Burope; and 
b) it is public with relatively minor secrecy compared to earlier ones. 


It is cbvious that they are all global organs of imperialist policy 
coordination formed by and for the international monopolies. The 
Trilateral Commission best reveals the multinationai perspective, 
their influence on imperialist states and their connotation as gen- 
eral staff of the large international financial oligarchy. A glance 
at its composition suffices: of 216 "private citizens," there are 
32 bankers, 58 executives of national and multinational monopolies, 
54 officials of governments or intergovernmental organizations, 57 
intellectuals and 15 union officials. It only needs to be added 
that the bankers and executives work for the largest financial groups 
and monopolies in the United States, Burope and Japan and the 











government officials are from the highest level, at least in the 
United States--President Jares Carter, Vice President Mondale, Secre- 
tary of State Cyrus Vance, Secretary of Defense Harold Brown and 
Security Advisor Zbigniew Brzezinski. The list would be interminable. 


The Trilateral Commission is projected with an apostolic perspective. 
Its mission is "to renovate the international system," inculcate "“ha- 
bits and practices of cooperation" and “formulate acceptable proposals 
for the deployment of joint actions." It pretends to be scivsntific, 
not just administrative, presenting itself as an "organization of 
private citizens dedicated to the study of political problems." The 
principal sphere of action of this commission is interimperialist re- 
lations (United States, Europe and Japan) although it also extends to 
relations with underdeveloped countries and socialist countries. 





In spite of all its demagoguery fraught with "good will" and bad in- 
tentions, the Trilateral Commission is the result of an objective 
need of the system determined by three mein factors: 


1. Worsening of interimperialist conflicts as a result of U.S. rela- 
tive loss of hegemony. 


2. Balance of power favorable to socialism on the international scale. 


3. Rise of movements of national liberation which has led to the to- 
tal decomposition of the colonial system and the beginning of the 
crisis of the neocolonial system of imperialism; worsening of the 
conflicts between imperialist countries and underdeveloped countries. 


Under these conditions, the Trilateralists recognize that "the in- 
ternational order created after World War II is no longe« adequate 
to confront new global problems and processes of change." This was 
stated in their Report 14 which, very significantly, they call "To- 
ward a Renovated International System." It was published in 1977 
and is a synthesis of 13 previous reports published since 1973, 


In a world the Trilateralists call multinational, the elaboration of 
a global strategy that outlines "essential objectives for the next 
10 or 20 years" is necessary to imperialism. The stated objectives 
have been "maintenance of peace, management of the world econony, 
contribution to economic development, satisfaction of basic human 
needs and promotion of human rights." The unstated objectives which 
are always the real ones are to insure the stability and expansion 
of the multinational monopolies and, therefore, of the financial 
groups that control them and to adapt the imperialist system ot in- 
ternational domination and exploitation to the new conditions of 

the world economy, firmly inserting the underdeveloped countries 
and opposing a common front against socialist countries, 





In this sense, the main concept is the imperialist version of 
interdependence, 


In the interest of truth, it is necessary to say that the Trilateral- 
ists were not the inventors nor discoverers of interdependence. The 
most they have done is distort it; that is their achievement. To 


hear imperialism speaking or interdependence is like listening to 
the wolf invite sheep to a banquet in order to dialog. 


The formation of a world economic system is the result of the rise 
and development of capitalism. The Communist Manifesto indicated 
that capitalism tends to replace regional isolation and self- 
sufficiency by a network of relations between nations that have the 
world market as their principal arena and trade capital--subordinate 
to industrial capital--as their principal agent. Nevertheless, 

Marx and Engels did not merely pzesent and explain this fact but 
they pointed out that that network of interrelations is necessarily 
and inevitably characterized by colonial domination and exploitation 
through the deforming capitalist international division of labor. 


Under these conditions, international exploitation which interre- 
lates all nations in premonopolistic capitalism is characterized by 
three main elements: the colonial system, the capitalist interna- 
tional division of labor and the world market, 


In this sense, interdependence is as old as capitalism but this does 
not make it any less true. To speak only of interdependence without 
explaining the exploiting and deforming nature of capitalist inter- 
national relations is deceptive. 


The imperialist phase, with *he rise and development of monopolies, 
will bring important changes in international relations, although 
retaining their essential nature, 


The exportation of capital--which has surpassed the exportation of 
merchandise--deepens the interrelations among nations by extending 
them to the sphere of production and changing them, in general, into 
essentially capitalist relations as was pointed out by Lenin, In- 
ternationalization of capital, which before had only reached the 
sphere of circulation, now extends to the sphere of production which 
expands the framework of international imperialist exploitation and 
penetrates the capitalist international division of labor, placing 
them in a new context. As Lenin also pointed out, the distinctive 
characteristic of this imperialist stage will be the existence of 
oppressor countries and oppressed ones, exploiter countries and ex~- 
ploited ones, 


To Lenin, two tendencies characterized capitalism. "The first is 
the creation of national states and the fight against all national 
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oppression. The second is the internationalization of all economic, 
political and spiritual life, the collapse of national barriers and 
the formation of the international unit of capital," this last being 
the dominating feature during the imperialist phase. Lenin also 
pointed out that the process of internationalization "constitutes one 
of the most powerful forces for transformation of capitalism into so- 
cialism." This is the other present-day characteristic: the fight 
of imperialism against socialisn, 


Thus, imperialist international relations are characterized, as be- 
fore, by exploitation ard the tendency to deform underdeveloped eco- 
nomies but now there are several new elements: the multinational 
monopolies, the formation of a new capitalist international division 
of labor and a new world market and the international forms of state 
monopolistic capitalism as neocolonizing instruments. However, the 
world economy is going to present a new element that will change its 
essence: the international rise of socialisn. 





As the most noted Trilateral ideologist, Brzezinski, has repeatedly 
stated, the imperialist version of interdependence does not mention 
these aspects. To the Trilateralists and some spokesmen of underde- 
veloped countries who have taken on the job of echoing the chorus of 
interdependence, this refers to the contribution to international de- 
velopment that the multinational monopolies can make, to economic aid 
to the neediest countries, to the encouragement of industrialization 
in underdeveloped countries, to the reform of international economic 
organizations in order to increase participation by underdeveloped 
countries and to the promotion of peaceful solutions between states. 


In this way imperialism tries to erase and rewrite its history. 


Nevertheless, life is stubborn and intractable in revealing the re- 
ality of the "good" will and bad intentions of imperialism, 


Many things demonstrate that the logic of imperialist interdependence 
is "gunboat" logic, more or less secret, direct or through third 
parties: the political-military support to Chinese hegemony; the 
sale of arms to Israel, Egypt and Saudi Arabia in light of the Camp 
David agreements; increased military expenditures and new impetus in 
the arms race; the military participation of the United States, 
France, Egypt and Morocco in order to crush the insurrection in 
Zaire; economic, political and military support to the Chilean fas- 
cist junta; the formation of rapid deployment military units with 
public threats to militarily intervene in the oil countries; politi- 
cal-military support to Somoza, South Africa and Rhodesia; the Yankee 
Navy in South American waters haughtily ignoring the territorial sea 
agreements; etc. The list would be interminable. 








The economic angle to the question does not suggest any hope other 
than disguised neocolonialism. EBverything seems to indicate that 

the economic form of imperialist interdependence is a funnel with the 
wider part toward the other side and to assume otherwise--as some 
underdeveloped countries try to do--is more absurdly utopian than 
Campanella's. 


World inflation provoked by the monopolies--especially the monopolies 
of industrial products, services and technologies of the developed 
capitalist countries--and the economic crisis affect the underdevel- 
oped countries more each time. Industrialization deforms the under- 
developed economies even more, making them more dependent; Latin 
America is a good example of this. The foreign debt of these coun- 
tries increases rapidly and the terms of the IMF become increasingly 
harsher, The promised 1 percent is continually revealed as a siren 
song that no developed capitalist country complies with. The reform 
of the international monetary system has turned into a reaffirmation 
of the hegemony of the imperialist countries. International trade 
and loans become increasingly more unfavorable for the underdeveloped 
countries, being characterized by deterioration of the exchange re- 
lations and protectionism by the developed capitalist countries, in- 
creased interest rates and decreased amortization terms, The list 
would again be interminable, 


Facing this, the alternative of the underdeveloped countries is clear: 
to consolidate their unity, strengthen their position facing the mo- 
nopolies and imperialist countries by making stronger demands, broaden 
and accelerate the establishment of a new international economic or- 
der, change their willingness to dialog and negotiate with the de- 
veloped capitalist countries and accentuate the confrontation with 
these through unilateral adoption of agreements common to the under- 
developed countries in order to obtain not imperialist concessions 
but the imposition of their rights as sovereign countries--in other 
words, to close ranks and resolutely oppose the multinationals and 
imperialism, 


To what point is this possible? History has the last word and it has 
demonstrated that the future lies in the fight of the peoples for 
their liberation. It lies in socialism “because mankind has talked 
enough and has started to act. Its rapid progress will not be 
stopped until true independence has been won," 
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INTERNAL ECONOMIC CONDITIONS REFLECTED IN CRIME REPORTS 
Illegal Cattle Slaughter Penalized 

Havana TRABAJADORES in Spanish 6 Sep 79 p 4 

[Article by Lazaro Bravo] 


[Text] Librado Castillo Morales and Vicente Arriba Mirabel were sentenced 
to 3 years in prison by the Villa Clara Provincial People's Court for ille- 


gally slaughtering cattle. 


Castillo Morales was arrested on 20 April 1978 while transporting 25 pounds 
of meat on a bicycle. 


When his home was searched, officers seized another 25 pounds of meat, cat- 
tle entrails, scales, a steel and a grindstone, the latter being tools used 
in the illegal business. Vicente Arriba Mirabel was discovered at the home 
as well. 


In his pocket were 607 pesos, 500 centavos earned in the sale of the meat 
to various people. 


Both prisoners’ shorts were stained with blood, and it was revealed during 
the trial that they had been punished for other crimes before this, and had 
very poor moral behavior. 


The Penal Chamber of the Supreme People's Court stated in its opinion that 
“the act of buying illegally slaughtered beef to make a profit selling it is 
a crime under Section B of Article 576 of the current Social Defense Code; 
and not the lesser code, because the accused are not just buyers, but traded 
in those products." 


Butchers Swindle Consumers 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 25 Sep 79 p 3 
[Text] Two butchers from Havana were sentenced to 3 months in prison for the 


crime of “swindling consumers and providing poor service” by the Supreme Peo- 
ple's Court. 
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Carlos Suarez Machado, 45, and Eugenio Varona Gutierrez, manager and employee, 
respectively of the shop at No 51 B Street, between Third and Fifth, Vedado 
were accused by provincial inspector Hector Alvero Torres of selling short- 
weighted meat to three customers. One was short a quarter of a pound, and 
was charged $.16 too much, and the other two did not receive full weight of 
their purchase. 


The Provincial People's Court found no extenuating circumstances for the 
criminal behavior, and fined each of the accused $100 for violating article 
560-4-A, paragraphs 2 and 4 of the current Social Defense Code. 


The prosecutor for the trial, No 63 of 1978, entered an appeal for review 
by a higher court of the sentence handed down by the Provincial Court, stat- 
ing that the sentences imposed on the accused were too lenient. 


When it heard the appeal, the Supreme People's Court studied the evidence 
presented by the prosecutor and agreed that the facts “reflect a severe 
criminal tendency in the accused, representing a direct danger to the people.’ 
Varona had been punished for swindling in 1963 and for public scandal in 
1966. 


In the new sentence, the Supreme Court accepted the appeal, noting that 

"the penalty of a fine, in this case, is not in accord with the acts" and 
thus increased the penalty by jailing each man for 3 months and requiring them 
to pay the expenses for each witness’ testimony in the case, as a civic re- 
sponsibility. 


Horse Thief Sentenced 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 26 Sep 79 p 3 


[Text] The Supreme People's Court upheld the sentence of 2 year's imprison- 
ment for theft imposed on Jose Fernandez Julian by the former Santiago de 
Cuba Regional Court. 


The sentence states that Fernandez Julian took a sorrel horse belonging to 
District 2 of the Plan Veguita, which was grazing in the pasture of Marian- 
aja Farm on the Caney highway in the early hours of 17 February 1977. 


It adds that the accused slaughtered the animal in a ravine of the farm 
school on that highway, using a cart, the wheels of which left marks at the 
scene of the crime. 


The accused filed an appeal of the sentence, but it was vacated by the Su- 
preme Court, since the current Social Defense Code specified a penalty of 
6 months to 3 years for the crime of theft. 


The Supreme Court sentence establishes that the accused had committed thefts 
previously; he had been sentenced to 6 months in prison in Santiago de Cuba 

in 1969 and to one year in prison by the Santiago Court itself in 1963; there- 
fore he should be punished severely. 


8587 
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CUBA 


DEVELOPMENT OF MARITIME TRANSPORT 


Moscow MORSKOY FLOT in Russian No 5, 1979 p 49 
[Article “Development of the Maritime Transport of Cuba"] 


[Text] Maritime transport is the chief means of transporting Cuba's foreign 
trade shipments. In view of this, a complex program for modernizing the ports 
and for the further development of maritime navigation has been provided for 
in the first five-year plan for the development of the national economy (1976- 
1980). 


In 1978 freight turnover at Cuba's ports grew by 650 thousand tons compared to 
1976. The use of modern transfer machinery, the introduction of new moorings 
into the system and the modernization of old moorings has resulted ina signi- 
ficant time savings in the anchorage of ships and increased labor productivity. 
For example, if in 1973 the transfer of 200 tons of cargo required an average 

of 55 workers, in 1978 only 20 workers could do the same job. At the port of 
Havana, labor productivity has increased by 20 percent during the last two years. 


Loading sugar occupies a special place in the work of the ports. In this connec- 
tion, complete mechanization of the transfer of sugar from warehouses to ships, 
to be achieved by 1980, was provided for in the five-year plan. Currently there 
are six mechanized berths in Cuba, which make it possible to transfer bulk sugar 
from warehouses to holds without the use of manual labor. In the autumn of 
1978, a 50,000-ton capacity warehouse for sugar was put into service at the 

port of Mariel, one of Cuba’s newest ports. The equipment makes it possible 

te transfer 16,900 tons of bulk sugar from warehouses to the holds of ships 

in 24 hours. (Handling and loading the same quantity of sugar, if packed in 
bags, would take five to seven days.) 


A port will be developed at the Bay of Nipe. Ships carrying nickel, oil, coal, 
building materials, and fertilizer will be handled here. 


Socialist Cuba has great possibilities for achieving its planned goals. Her 
merchant marine is developing at a rapid pace. The Cuban merchant fleet is 
now third in size in maritime transport among the Latin American countries. 


COPYRIGHT: "“Morskoy flot", 1979 
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BRIEFS 


NICARAGUANS STUDYING IN CUBA--The delegation headed by Carlos Tunnerman, Nicar- 
aguan minister of education, has met with children from that country who are 
studying at the Carlos Fonseca school on the Isle of Youth. The students 
warmly welcomed them with dances, poems and songs. And the Sandinist leaders 
and students on a tour of laboratories, classrooms and dormitories of the 

school were overcome with the happiness and warmth of the meeting. [Text] 
[Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1700 GMT 29 Oct 79 FL] 


GUANTANAMO TEACHERS TO NICARAGUA--The 100 teachers and 5 technicians from 
Guantanamo Province who will be in the Augusto Cesar Sandino internationalist 
contingent to aid the education plans in Nicaragua were bid farewell by Al- 
fonso Hodge, member of the Central Committee and first secretary of the PCC 
in the province. Hodge emphasized the depth of those chosen. The collective 
includes 15 PCC members, 68 from the Union of Young Communists, UJC, of 

which 64 are men and the average age is 26 years. [Text] [Havana Domestic 
Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 30 Oct 79 FL] 


SANCTI SPIRITUS PARTY PLENUM--The Sancti Spiritus Provincial Party Committee 
Ninth Plenum has examined all the work undertaken by sectors and organiza- 
tions in that province, including matters concerned with the present school 
year with the primary objective of developing vigorous work aimed at sur- 
mounting last year’s results and evaluating the functions of political and 
mass organizations. The plenum recognized the gains made by the national 
association of small farmers in fulfilling its annual plan and achieving 
positive results in the Savine enterprise and rice production although not 
in the livestock sector and spring and winter sugarcane planting. It was 
asserted that the party must be informed daily of fundamental problems so 
that timely measures can be taken to solve them. [Text] [Havana Domestic 
Service in Spanish 2013 GMT 30 Oct 79 FL] 


CONGRATULATIONS TO ALGERIA--Cuban President Fidel Castro has hailed the 
achievements of the Algerian people in their struggle for social progress 
and recalled the ties of friendship existing between Cuba and Algiers. In a 
letter sent to the leader Chadli Bendjedid on the occasion of the 25th 
anniversary of the start of the liberation war of that national, Fidel ex- 
pressed his admiration for she combatants. who on 1 November 1954 began their 
exploits against French colonialism. [Text] [Havana Domestic Service in 
Spanish 1100 GMT 31 Oct 79 FL] 
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GUYANA 


SHAHABUDDEN HAILS GDR EXAMPLE IN BUILDING SOCIALISM 
FL211410 Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 10 Oct 79 pp 1, 2 FL 


[Text] Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs Dr. Hohammed Shahabuddeen has 

said that the goals of socialism cannot be achieved without sacrifice but 
the sacrifice was worth the goal, and it could always be made by any who 

care sufficiently about human conditions to wish to substitute challenge 

for resignation during defeat. 


Dr. Shahabuddeen who was speaking at a function to mark the 30th anniversary 
of the German Democratic Republic as a state spoke of the successes of the 
GDR, the gaunt and harsh conditions which the people had to overcome within 
or without. 


"The GDR's experience in these respects is a healthy reminder to all states, 
including ours, which would pursue a similar path, of the difficulties that 
lie ahead; but it is also an assurance of the capacity of determined minds 
to resolve any problems, to endure any privations, to surmount any hurdles 
in quest of the socialist ideal". 


The minister described the 30th anniversary of the GDR as a historical 
milestone adding that it was "a welcome reassurance and comforting signal, 
to that ever growing body of nations including ours." 


Speaking of the GDR itself, Dr. Shahabuddeen whose substantive portfolio 
is that of minister of justice noted that out of the debris of the second 
world war there finally emerge’, in what was now the territory of the GDR 
a homeland for the historical strivings of the workers in that part of the 
world to rebuild their society .n the foundations of social and economic 
justice. 


There were at the same time released the great lLiberalising influences which 
set the decolonisation process on the move and resulted inter alia in the 
political emancipation of our own country in 1966", 


Dr. Shahabuddeen spoke of his visit to the GDR last year with Prime Minister 
Cde. Forbes Burnham, He said one of the fascinating developments he could 


a 
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hardly overlook was the degree to which success had been achieved in over- 
coming some of the most intractable of modern development problems, namely, 
the problems of eliminating distinctions of status between town and country 
and between manual and mental employment, and of opening up the rich and 
vast cultural storehouse of the nation on the basis of practical equality 
to all. 


The minister referred to the political and technical co-operation between 
the GDR and Guyana, the growing trade relationships and the increasing 
economic and technical co-operation in the fields of pharmaceuticals and 
optics, the establishment of a solvent extraction plant, the construction 
of a mechanical workshop at Melanie “amishaha, which will be used for re- 
pairs of government vehicles, alsc the establishment of a training centre 
adjacent to it which will train «bout 250 Guyanese. 


Dr. Shahabuddeen also referred to the other areas of training Guyanese were 
receiving, which he added covered a wide range including veterinary medicine, 
agricultural engineering, forestry, geology, medicine and gports. In addi- 
tion, many technicians and professionals from the GDR had rendered valuable 
and dedicated service to Guyana, he said, 


The minister concluded "The government and people of Guyana salute the 
brave and fraternal people of the German Democratic Republic. “We ex- 
press our appreciation for the successes gained in the development of 
their country. 


We extend to them our warmest congratulations for their victories in the 


cause of socialist revolution and socialist construction. They have been 
true friends. We wish them ever greater successes", 


cso: 3020 
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NICARAGUA 


OFFICIAL NEWS AGENCY ‘ANN’ FILES FIRST ITEM 
PA192337 Managua Domestic Service in Spanish 1900 GMT 19 Oct 79 PA 


[Text] The first international news cable of our revolutionary government 
and the Sandinist National Liberation Front [FSLN] was issued during the 
first working day tcuay of the new Nicaragua News Agency [Agencia Nueva 
Nicaragua--ANN]. 


The opening ceremony was attended by domestic and foreign correspondents. 
The agency received congratulatory messages and greetings from news agen- 
cies such as PRELA, 


The first cable filed by ANN says: 


Managua, 29 October ANN--Three months after the Sandinist victory, which 
destroyed 46 years of military dictatorship in Nicaragua, ANN is born as a 
result of the need to report objectively on the real situation of Sandino's 


people. 


ANN reflects the rapid process of Nicaragua's reconstruction, It heads an 
intensive effort to link the Nicaraguans, who are implementing the Sandinist 
revolution, with their brothers all over the world. 


To attain this purpose we shall use truth, objectivity and professional 
ethics. They will be our best allies in informing the world about what is 
happening in Nicaragua and in demanding international solidarity. 


Nicaragua needs solidarity. The Somozist regime left the country completely 
destroyed. The dictatorship left a debt of more than ¢1.3 billion, the 
public treasury looted, a lack of housing, a paralyzed agriculture, six 
cities destroyed by bombing, extensive unemployment end 70 percent illiter- 
acy. The balance of payments was also disrupted because of a lack of foreign 
currency. 


However, the Nicaraguan people, lacking adequate housing, food and medicine 
and with very little international aid, are working patriotically to con- 
solidate their national independence, won under the Sandinist National 
Liberation Front [FSLN] 3 months ago, 
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ANN enters the international information field to bring to friendly peoples 
and governments the truth about the active life of the Nicaraguan people 
in their advance toward a future of peace and happiness. 


Today, as we contact the world, ANN issues fraternal greetings to all in- 
formation media defending noble causes and to democratic governments and 
peoples of the world. 
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NICARAGUA 


COLUMNIST ANALYZES REVOLUTION'S CHARACTERISTICS 
PA211457 Menagua LA PRENSA in Spanish 17 Oct 79 p 2 PA 


[Article ty Reynaldo Antonio Tefel: “The Sandinist Revolution,” Part 4-- 
Parts 1, 2 and 3 not filed on merit, passages within slantlines published 
in upper case] 


[Excerpt] Leadership Within the Revolution 


The Nicaraguan revolution is the first Latin American revolution since the 
independence and mankind's only revolution in the 20th century made without 
the leadership of a single individual. Nicaragua has a collective leader- 
ship; that of the Sandinist National Liberation Front (FSLN). 


This characteristic has made us differ radically from all other revolutions 
and has had a profound significance in a country whose culture is machista 
and leader-oriented. The Nicaraguan and Latin American tradition has been 
broken, and a new style of political conduct has been established with col- 
lective leaderships all the way from the rank and file to the top. 


One hundred and fifty years of solitary leaders and 45 years of autocratic 
rule by a group of gangsters--the Somozist gangsterocracy--have developed 

in the nation's social body strong antibodies which have immunized us against 
such leaders. 


The struggle was waged against the tyrant, the dictator, the boss, the sole 
chief. The struggle was waged for justice, freedom, democracy, And that 
struggle has left profound traces in the Nicaraguan people's psychology; 
suspicion of all individual rule. Properly channeleJ, this attitude can 
do a lot of good in laying the groundwork for democracy and the people's 
power and in consolidating our freedom, Taken to excess, however, it can 
be a source of anarchy. We trust in the Sandinist leadership's maturity 
in preserving a balance and the people's valuable contribution against the 
establishment of any leader, as shown through the Sandinist Defense Conm- 
mittees, the municipal government juntas and the national reconstruction 
government junta. 


73 





Now, does the lack of an individual leader mean that there are no leaders 
in Nicaragua’? On the contrary, the Sandinist revolution has produced « 
magnificent harvest of political and military leaders throughout the rank 
and file, the intermediate ranks and the national leadership. 


The FSLN National Directorate has exerted a leadership characterized by 
great maturity and political ability and nourished by patriotism. Let us 
recall that the struggle was not waged against some weak and isolated dic- 
tatorship. It was waged ageinst a 45-year old dynastic and militaristic 
dictatorship with interests deeply rooted in Nicaragua, the United States, 
Latin America and Europe. The Somogist pillage produced the Somoza family's 
incredible, pharaonic fortune, which amounted to /$1.5 billion/ that is, 
/15 billion cordobas/ and was invested in hundreds of businesses and mil- 
lions of manzanas of agricultural and cattle areas throughout the nation 
that they tried to turn into the dynasty's private territory. It was also 
invested in foreign and transnational companies that exerted their ominous 
influence at the superpower's power centers, against the Nicaraguan people, 
tilting the scales in favor of the tyrant. 


It was that pharaonic power, with its international tentacles and foreign 
imperialist allies that the Nicaraguan revolution fought against and de- 
feated. It was during that liberation war that the National Directorate 
members’ political and military leadership capabilities were proven and 
strengthened. Their firmness and political ability, as well as the patriotic 
makeup of the Junta of the National Reconstruction Government, which, organ- 
ized prior to the revolutionary victory, prevented foreign intervention 

from tampering with the revolution and seizing the victory of Sandino's 


people. 


This collective leadership matured during the struggle, grew through 4 polit- 
ical and military strategy rooted in our history and our reality and was 
consolidated through the sacrifice of thousands of heroes and martyrs. 
Nicaragua's revolutionary history is full of leaders who gave their Lives 
so the people could gain a new life. First it was Sandino who, according 

to Sergio Ramirez, “Fulfilled his task and even sacrificed so his life 

and actions, as well as those of his men, might serve as an example in 

Latin America's future." The example spread throughout Nicaragua. It is 
enough to mention Carlos Fonseca Amador, who had the genius and the tenacity 
to found the FSLN. He was later followed by a legion of heroes and martyrs; 
workers, peasants, students, professors, professionals, priests, poets, 

and others. 


Going on to the civilian arena we come across the gigantic figure of Pedro 
Joaquin Chamorro, who dedicated his life to defending democracy and the anti- 
Somozist struggle alongside so many citizens who were tortured and massacred 
by Somoza's genocidal hordes. Alongside the National Directorate is the 
government junta, which has implemented the process of national reconstruc- 
tion and social transformation with firmness, democracy and creative imagi- 
nation, This data shows that the Nicaraguan revolution has had sufficient 
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leadership, from the level of its popular rank and file and all the way up 
to the national authority. The singular characteristic, nonetheless re- 
mains, that this is a revolution without an individual leader. 


The lack of a solitary leader and its pluralistic broadness could possibly 
diminish the effectiveness and speed of reconstruction and the revolution- 
ary process. Fear of such a risk might tempt some to move toward bureau- 
cratic authoritarianism as an instrument to speed up the process. In the 
face of such a temptation, let us bear in mind that the characteristics of 
our revolution have not occurred by chance but in response to profound 
factors in our history and our Nicaraguan character. Furthermore, even 
though such a risk exists--particularly while we are getting accustomed to 
and reeducating ourselves toward collective leadership and effective democ- 
racy--the path and style of government we have just begun make it possible 
for democratic change and the revolutionary process to be more profound, 
conscientious, humane, popular and be supported by a greater national con- 
sensus. Therefore, it has better historical prospects for becoming permanent. 


The Socialist Democracy in the Revolution 


The Sandinist revolution's autonomous Nicaraguan characteristics give 
Nicaragua the option of forging a socialist democracy that constitutes a 
new model of development and social progress. I say this because there are 
countries which are very democratic but not as socialist as the Nicaraguan 
people need to be in order to achieve the full humanism of their integral 
development. Then there are some very socialist countries which are not as 
democratic as the Nicaraguan people want to be after 45 years of dictator- 
ship in order to construct a new fatherland of free men. The people's de- 
sire for democracy and social justice became fused with Sandino's political 
thinking into a single, vigorous demand by the people during the war of 
liberation and the current national process of reconstruction and political, 
economic, social, cultural and moral transformation. Forty-five years of 
struggle against the tyranny and exploitation rooted in the people's con- 
science a deep faith in democracy and an instinctive aspiration for a better 
life, both of which lead us toward socialism, These are not different, let 
alone contradictory tendencies. They are a single clamor by the people for 
a new democratic, just, humanistic society free of exploitation, where 
socialism is not regarded as the opposite of democracy--as reactionaries 
want to make it appear--but as its logical culmination, meaning that democ- 
racy does not achieve total effectiveness except under socialism, 


In a democratic state based on social justice, such as the one we are cur- 
rently constructing, human solidarity, equality and dignity, freedom of 
conscience and freedom to criticize constitute the bases of new social 
structures in which technology and the productive processes are subordinated 
to the satisfaction of human needs, It is in such a climate, and on the 
basis of new political, social and economic structures in a constant process 
of humanization, that we will gradually forge the new Nicaraguan man, "A 
new man within new structures." 
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NICARAGUA 


COLUMNIST ANALYZES COUNTERREVOLUTIONARIES 
PA211900 Managua LA PRENSA in Spanish 18 Oct 79 p 2 PA 


[Article by Reynaldo Antoni\) Tefel: "“Sandinist Revolution," final install- 
ment, Part 5] 


[Text] Counterrevolutionaries and the New Nicaragua 


I am aware that carrying out this democratic-revolutionary project is diffi- 
cult and has its enemies. However, it was also difficult to topple the 
Somoza dictatorship--and some thought the latter was invincible--but the 
Sandinist peoples revolution won and Somozism has been crushed. However, 
counterrevolution is still lurking. 


There are two kinds of counterrevolutionaries: Foreign and domestic. The 
foreigners hold extreme rightwing and extreme leftwing positions. They are 
pro-Somoza people, reactionaries and turncoat members cf the bourgeoisie 
who want to destabilize the revolution with false rumours, international 
propaganda, intrigues at the foreign financing sources and criminal harass- 
ment of the peoples army and Sandinist militias. They want to trip us up; 
make us use repressive procedures outside the scope of the law and human 
rights. But, as a matter of principle and strategy, we must not fall into 
the trap. 


Taking advantage of the extreme poverty in which Somorism left the mass of 
the pecple, extreme leftists are trying to destabilize the Government of 
National Reconstruction and thus the Sandinist revolution “because without 
rebuilding the country we cannot construct the society of free men that our 
General Sandino fought for," as Humberto Ortega Saavedra has put it. It is 
easy to lead to desperate positions a people who are hungry for food, hous- 
ing, schooling, health, social security, justice and freedom, "Counter- 
revolutionary poles are united in action," Henry Ruiz has seid, 


In spite of that, taking into consideration that extreme leftwingers and 
right wingers, blinded by their dogmatism, are very small groups and bearing 
in mind the irreversibility of the revolution, they pose no serious danger. 
I regard internal counterrevolutionaries as potentially more dangerous. 
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The domestic “extremes” in our revolution are not related to groups but 
attitudes that unwittingly crop up in well-meaning individuals and may be- 
come trendy. Hence, the danger if we do not become aware that this situa- 
tion exists and that it is necessary to overcome it quickly. 


Due to circumstances inherited from Somozism and the lack of a high level 
of awareness and political training, there are some companeros within the 
revolution who wou!d like to see all problems solved magically overnight. 
They can be easily pushed by the extreme left into obstructing the revo- 

lution's organized process, by wanting to go too fast, 


As a reaction to the danger of the extreme left, a "domestic" tendency 
might emerge based on authoritarian measures to stop the advancement of 
the revolutionary process. 


Let us study two hypothetical examples. The Sandinist Defense Committees 
[CDS] are the roots of peoples power. They are the grassroots of the revo- 
lution and are performing a number of major community and political tasks. 
If we tried to give decision-making power in the state apparatus to the CDS 
before they have raised their awareness and political training level, we 
would be acting rashly. But if, after raising their awareness, training 
and political organization levels, the CDS continued performing solely 
community tasks without a wider participation in the state apparatus, we 
would fall into a bureaucratic pattern that would truncate the peoples 
power. 


Revolutionary political savvy lies in meeting both needs: Raising people's 
awareness and the timely creation of appropriate procedures and institu- 
tional participation channels for the CDS and peoples social organizations 
in the revolutionary state apparatus (for instance, in municipal orzaniza- 
tions). 


In that case, the CDS and social organizations would have to be given spe- 
cific powers so they share responsibilities with the state's decision-making 
bodies, pursue their initiatives in their field of action and analyze pro- 
blems that pertain to them, suggesting adequate solutions. This political 
role for the CDS and the social organizations would not Limit but consoli- 
date their autonomy, giving them a macrosocial and national dimension in 
the transformation of the political and socioeconomic structures. 


Another example is agrarian reform, If we study the facts about agriculture 
in the Sandinist revolutionary process, we note the possibility that a large 
part of land reform can be achieved in three stages: State administration, 
joint state-peasant administration and peasant administration, 


In this revolutionary method, while within the framework of social justice 
the democratic state directly administers agriculture and livestock firms 
recovered from Somozism, en intensive campaign is necessary to raise peas- 
ants’ awareness and to educate, organize and provide technical training 














to them. After achieving a high level of political awareness, fundamental 


education, technical training in agriculture and livestock and social 
organization, we would enter the stage of joint administration of peasant 
cooperative. After a prudent period of joint administration, the stage of 
peasant administration would follow with technical assistance, guidance 
and coordination by the revolutionary state. 


If we tried to start with the last stage, with peasant groups of low polit- 
ical, organizational and technical levels, we would fall into puerile rash- 
ness which would become objectively counterrevolutionary by seriously com- 
promising production and national reconstruction. On the other hand, if 
we tried to stay in the first stage forever, we would freeze both the revo- 
lutionary process and the march toward socialism, 


In addition to the extreme attitudes that could arise within our revolution, 
some opportunists or "20 July Sandinists," as well as individuals who 
through lack of awareness and political training abuse their little power 
and minor positions, are also trying to use our banners. 


This entire gamut of pro-Somoza and bourgeois extreme right, extreme left, 
rash, bureaucratic, opportunistic and authoritarian individuals is the 

real counterrevolution, What should be the Sandinist peoples revolution's 
attitude twoard counterrevolution? Baya:do Arce recently said that the 

fact that our revolution is generous does not mean that it is “a silly 
revolution,” The people, with their intuitive wisdom, say that "not even 
God loves a fool" and a French thinker said that being good does not entail 
being silly. In lime with these thoughts and defending the revolution, the 
Sandinist National Liberation Front (FSLN) has begun the "Death to Somozism" 
and counterrevolution campaign, and National Directorate members have stated 
that. they will be implacable against pro-Somoza troublemakers. 


In addition to these activities of defense and revolutionary justice-- 
without falling into the counterrevolutionary trap of making us look like 
violators of human rights when we are their main defenders--the Nicaraguan 
revolution has responded with a set of laws promulgated by the government 
junta to shape and give content to the revolutionary process of reconstruc- 
tion and transf«rmation. 


Along with the government's activities, a profound consciousness raising 
movement is underway. Forty-five years of dictatorship injected into the 
awareness of Nicaraguans a number of negative values that subsist in our 
habits and temperament. We must uproot those values and replace them with 
humanitarian Sandinist values in order to create a new Nicaraguan man. 
Consciousness raising--awareness of our real‘situation and a vital commit- 
ment to the people's Liberation--should be furthered to achieve real cul- 
tural revolution--without the fanfare and excesses of the Chinese--so as 
to offset the counterrevolutionary, bourgeois, egotistical, individualistic, 
opportunistic tendencies inherited from Somozism. We must remain alert to 
tendencies within ourselves and others in order to eradicate the past and 











let the Sandinist future take root starting now. This is the only way to 
crush counterrevolution forever; preventing negative Somoza values from 
taking root in us and in others and unifying our energy and efforts in 
the common task of building the new society and the new man. 


In the building and rebuilding of the new homeland of free men, let us not 
forget what we learned during the Sandinist peoples insurrection. Let us 
always bear in mind the characteristics of our revolution. Sandinism broke 
the solidified patterns of revolutionary theory. There are no present 
courses, it said, And it heard and appropriated poet Machado's song: 
"Pilgrim, there is no set course. The course is set as you go along.” 

And the FSLN began to set the course as it went along. As a peasant uses 
his machete to cut mountain brush and walk, the course of the people's 
insurrection wrs also set. There was no set course but as they went along, 
they set the course of Liberation. 


Now, there is no set, complete course for the revolutionary task of recon- 
struction and social change either. We have to set it as we go along, the 
Nicaraguan and Sandinist way. I am certain that the people and their van- 
guard, the FSLN, will know how to set the course that will lead us to a 
new society because Nicaragua has come of age as a free nation and it has 
started to write its history with its own, not somebody else's hand. 
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NICARAGUA 


ARTICLE ANALYZES COUNTRY'S UNITY, DISTRUST 
PA200133 Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 15 Oct 79 pp 1, 8 PA 


[Text] Im order to better inform our public we interviewed Guillermo 
Rothschuh Villanueva to hear his opinion on some concepts outlined by 
Nicaraguan sociologist Roberto B. Cardenal Ch. in an article entitled 
"Unity Is Revolution” published by LA PRENSA on 13 October. 


Cardenal states in the article: “It appears that the lack of unity stems 
from distrust." Rothschuh replies that “the revolution is the only historic 
event that could make the masses recover theit own confidence to the same 
extent they become subjects of their own destiny." 


Later, Cardenal adds: "In analyzing this distrust we find that one cause 
is resistance to change, something we all feel deep inside." 


Our guest points out that this theory of resisting change “is one that has 
been upheld by reactionaries and is one of the great pillars upon which 
conservative doctrines rest; those doctrines that defend the interests of 
a class that finds itself replaced in the historic scenario by the advance 
of the people, the proletariat." 


Cardenal stresses in the article that our revolution “has made many 
changes in a very short time." Rothschuh affirms that this is paradoxical 
because "in the eyes of the left, nothing has been done yet." 


While Cardenal states that these changes have taken many peopl* away from 
their point of reference, Rothschuh believes "a class recognizes its own 
interests by instinct, and has its own framework. The great transforma- 
tions produced by the revolution affect those sectors or classes that felt 
sure that their framework was the only one, that their ideas, symbols, 
habits and customs were the only valid ones. Then, in the face of change, 
they understand that they were not right. This causes desperation and 
anguish since they believed that a revolution could not occur in our midst." 


It is only necessary, our guest goes on to say, to read the program of the 
Government of National Reconstruction and the statute on fundamental 








guarantees to understand that the decrees promulgated by the junta are 
part of a government program with clear and precise goals. None of the 
steps taken or decrees promulgated by the junta are part of a government 
program with clear and precise goals. None of the steps taken or decrees 
promulgated fall outside the framework of the government program. 


"The government's basic task is to achieve national reconstruction within 
a short period through the national emergency program and the reactivation 
and reconstruction of the economy. 


"Never before have our people been so immersed in their own reality because 
the revolution has made it possible for them to play a role in their own 
history. 


"What is happening," he adds, “is that each day the revolutionary process 
advances, those who used to manipulate the masses lose contact with the 
masses, and they will never manipulate them again. Our people have ceased 
for the first time, to be ‘objects.’ They have become subjects as they 
have recovered their identity, and any sociologist knows this." 


Rothschuh Villanueva emphasized that “there are those who believed that 
the people, with the Sandinist National Liberation Front [FSLN] at their 
vanguard, would "do the work of removing Somoza so that they could come 
in comfortably and set themselves up in power." 


However, if they were wrong, it is their fault and not ours. We must not 
forget that the two alliance blocs that confronted Somozism had their own 
historic objectives, adds Rothschuh, 


Some of the members of the broad opposition front only wanted to get rid 
of Somoza, while with more precision and political foresight, most of the 
members of the National Patriotic Front, when they accepted the FSLN's 
position, clearly understood that they were not only fighting against 
Somoza but were also achieving transformation of Nicaraguan society struc-~- 
tures, a task in which we are all involved. 


"The majority," Rothschuh continues, “assumed an openly anti-imperialist 
position, that is, openly anti-interventionist, while the others always 
went along with imperialist mediation. 


"The alliance of classes that occurred to overthrow Sowoza has been re- 
spected by our vanguard. 


"The Somozist bourgeois sector, although allowing the other sectors of the 
national bourgeoisie to enjoy certain privileges (fiscal incentives policy, 
dutyfree entries, financial legislation in their favor and so forth) ended 
up by limiting their influence at the government level. At the same time, 
Somozism used its power as its main mechanism for amassing capital. 








"This was the primary reason why the bourgeoisie confronted Somozisn. 


“That is why some sectors of the traitorous and cro-imperialist bourge sie 


are now afraid of the changes taking place. The reason to fight disappeared 
with the military defeat of Somozism,™ 


Regarding some opinions voiced by sociologist Roberto Cardenal on the par- 
ticipation of the FSLN, which he termed unilateral, Rothschuh Villanueva 
says these statements are so grave that it is advisable for the FSLN, the 
Government of National Reconstruction and our people to give an energetic 
reply. 


Concerning these opinions, Rothschuh Villaneuva points out: 


For the first time, the exercise of liberty is guaranteed, not as an ab- 
straction, but as a reality the people can touch and be nurtured by. 


In politics, nothing is free. In our country, our people had historically 
been stripped of the right to their own destiny, their greatest liberty. 
Not only had their work been robbed, but their consciences were being per- 
verted. Today, when they have a right to decide, for the first time it is 
logical for them to choose the political body that best represents their 
interests--the FSLN, 


“Concluding, we do not know why Dr Roberto Cardenal frightened because 
the army, police and air force bear the name of the §.LN, the representa- 
tives of the great majorities. 


"We must not confuse freedom of enterprise, which feeds on the oldest type 
ef liberalism with the freedom man has today of forging his own destiny. 


"The strictly ideological nature and the pretensions of Dr Roberto Cardenal's 
article are demonstrated when he refuses to call things by their right name, 
when he calls the class struggle a "fight," when he refuses to recognize 
something that is characteristic in all revolutionary processes; each seg- 
ment or class seeks to support its own interests. 


"In this case, the immense majority of the Nicaraguan people support the 
Sandinist Front and a minority support their particuler class interests. 


"Ideologies are wrought when only the hues of what is going on within a 
struggle are pointed out and when there is no emphasis on its fundamental 
aspects; when a class builds a struggle around the interests of the pro- 
letariat. 


“Ideologies are wrought when an attempt is made *o confuse society, making 
it believe that the struggle of claeses is just any backyard brawl,” con- 
cludes Guillermo Rothschuh. 
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NICARAGUA 


PASTORA WARNS PATIENCE IS RUNNING OUT 
PA221228 Managua LA PRENSA in Spanish 18 Oct 79 pp 1, 13 PA 


[Text] Masaya, 17 Oct--Deputy Interior Minister Commander Eden Pastora 
has complained about the small size of the crowd that attended the cere- 
monies here commemorating the second anniversary of the attack on the 
military barracks on 17 October 1977, 


Pastora, who wore an olive-green uniform with an automatic pistol in a 
holster at his side, reminded the people at the rally that he once had 
said, “Whenever there is something wrong I will tell you." 


Pastora, speaking in a spirit of healthy criticism, as he called it, said 
“revolutionary criticism is very constructive" for the people of Nicaragua. 
Raising his voice, he noted: 


"I am surprised to see how a heroic city that has Monimbo as its heart has 
provided so few persons for a meeting that is so important...." He added, 
"Something is wrong in Masaya." 


Pastora complained that the rally in honor of the heroes and martyrs of 
the historic and important attack by the Sandinist revolution should have 
been attended by a crowd 15 times larger. 


The vice minister said in his speech that 15 Sandinist Defense Committees 
(CDS) are functioning in Masaya but only one of them has done any work. 
He said that he is going to speak to the local junta. 


Commander Pastora referred to the 17 October attack and its importance to 
the liberation struggle. He noted that the heroes did not say they were 
going to die; they simply died. 


Pastora said the enemy is not go’ne o rest in its efforts to regain power 
and that for this reason “we must not fall asleep on a cloud." 


He urged the people, and especially the CDS," to be on the alert against 
counterrevolutionaries and noted that it will be the people who in the end 
will say “what road the revolution should take." 
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Commander Pastora talked about the generosity of the Sandinist revolution 
which, he said, is popular and humanitarian. Put, he warned, it is “one 
thing tc be generous and another to be foolish, and we are not going to 
continue being fools." 


The crowd applauded and the deputy minister, speaking forcefully, referred 
to the Somozists in prison and affirmed: “They will not get out as long 
as the Sandinist flag flies over our fatherland." 


He referred to the people's courts, which he said will be functioning soon 
and will be in charge of judging those who massacred the people, violated 
women and murdered children and old people. 


"It will be you,” Commander Pastora said to the crowd, “who will decide 
how many years will be imposed--20, 30, or 40 years." 


Pastora said there is not a single political prisoner in jail, but there 
are 7,500 war criminals. 


Pastora also said there is the decision to build the best prison system in 
the world to show the Somozists how to treat men as human beings. 


Concluding, Commander Pastora said they are abusing “our patience” and 
cautioned that everything has a limit. He stated: 


“Everything can be measured, and revolutionary patience is running out.” 
he added: “They are going around trying to kill us. This is the first 
revolution in which the victors continue being killed.” 


Outstanding events at the commemoration of the October attack were a school 
march, the presence of the mothers of the martyrs and the presence of 
Daniel Ortega, Moises Hassan and Dr Sergio Ramirez, mabers of the junta 
of national reconstruction. 


Important persons who helped the revolution were also present, includ‘ng 
former Costa Rican President Jose Figueres, Rolando Araya and Carlos Manuel 
Vicente of the National Liberation Party, and Jose Luis Balacarcel of 
Mexico, 


One of the fighters, Sebastian Escobar Morales, and the mother of Commander 


Israel Lewites--who directed the attack on the barracks and was one of the 
casualties--also spoke, 
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NICARAGUA 


"EL PUEBLO’ CALLS FOR DIALOG BETWEEN REVOLUTIONARY FORCES 
PA231746 Managua EL PUEBLO in Spanish 15 Oct 79 p 2 PA 
[Editorial] 


[Text] Our well-known position on the Nicaraguan revolutionary process 
has been maintained throughout the existence of this daily as a clear and 
sincere popular banner in favor of the interests of the people. We see 
with materialist and independent eyes and our judgments are based on what 
we see. 


We are revolutionaries. Our existence is deeply linked to the aspirations 
of the fatherland and of the people and against the reaction that sank 
Nicaragua into long and dark years of dictatorship, dependency, misery and 
oppression. 


We are radical enemies of imperialist monopolies, the transnationals, the 
yoke of the bourgeoisie and the landowners, the wretchedness of the masses, 
illiteracy, unemployment and the destruction of the human element in the 
workers~--all products of a society subjected to the exploitation of man by 
man. 


We are part of the people, we are the defenders of the deepening of the 
process, friends of all non-Ms <ist but firm democrats, and friends of the 
leftist organizations that con ‘buted to make the triumph over Somozism 
possible. We, regardless of d..-. rences in some areas. are the friends 
of the Sandinist National Liberat‘on Front (FSLN). 


This is the reason why we have not given up in spite of the unfair attacks 
launched against us and other revolutionary organizations with the permis- 
sion and guidance of the government and the FSLN. We already knew how 
difficult it is to give the correct continuity to a cevolution. We knew 
what situation, and errors could come up against us, 


Now that: a campaign aimed at destroying us--without succeeding because we 
are part of the people--has been initiated, we reiterate our decision to 
cooperate ‘vith the state and leadership of the revolution without ceasing 
to analyze and judge events in our country from our own perspective. 








We beliewe the revolutionary firness of the militant workers under arrest 
(because they are alleged counterrevolutionaries), the popular support won 
by well-known revolutionaries because cof their arrest, and the solidarity 
that democratic and militant personalities of revolutionary forces have 
stated either directly or indirectly [for the arrested workers! clearly 
show the government and the FSLN their errors. This evidence should move 
them to a calm and new reflection that would open the possibilities of « 
dialog with us who have been their companeros in struggle. 


We join the revolutionary appeal of the workers front for a sincere dialog 
with the leadership of the revolution so that in a fraternal way, and in 
front of the masses, we may openly express our political positions on the 
present situation and so the necessary understanding may be established to 
solidify unity among the revolutionary organizations. This unity will 
favor the advance of the revolution and will crush the remnants of Somozisa 
and reaction that are trying to obstruct and sabotage the process. 


This is our position. It is clear, frank and open. We will not build 
illusions based on promises about, or speeches on, a dialog. We simply 
hope that a dialog will in fact take place bringing an end to the repres- 
sion against revolutionary militants and releasing those who for unjust 
reasons are under arrest. We hope this dialog will unify the action pro- 
jects in the framework of reconstruction and in the creation of the popu- 
lar workers power. All of this should be based on respect for different 
viewpoints and respect for the political independence of those who partici- 
pate in the dialog. 


We are not revenge-seekers. We know we are being treated unjustly and 
unfairly, but we realize that this is part of the dynamics of class strug- 
gle, which always moves in a zig-zag. 


Therefore, we believe there is still time to rectify behavior that does 


not fit in the revolution. Whe..ver this is done, we will be a sincere 
ally of the process and a firm ally in crushing the counterrevolution. 
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NICARAGUA 


COLUMNIST DISCUSSES OPENNESS TO COMMUNISM 
PA231911 Managua LA PRENSA in Spanish 15 Oct 79 p 2 PA 


[Article by Harry A. Cordua: “Fear or Understanding? The Facts About 
Communism in Nicaragua"--passages within slantlines published in uppercase] 


[Text] I entered the National Telecommunications and Post Office Bureau 
and saw a picture of Lenin. It had a big caption under it. It was my 
first meeting with him in Nicaragua and it started me thinking. 


Later that day I saw a door-to-door book salesman at the chamber of com- 
merce. He was peddling his only goods: “The Communist Manifesto" by 
Engels and Marx. It was my first encounter with Engels and Marx in 
Nicaragua. 


1 had spent 2 hours thinking cbout Lenin so I felt positively disposed to 
tackle the new challenge of Marx. 


I was very happy to see an idealist peddling his ideal freely in Nicaragua, 
and especially at the chamber of commerce. I bought a book. Of course my 
attitude is changing. With a positive attitude, one faces the country's 
facts, the truth. 


If Sandinist liberation, the revolution of the Sandinist National Libera- 
tion Front (FSLN), this sweeping and tremendous victory over superior equip- 
ment and war mareriel, the firm Nicaraguan people, united with the FSLH, 

and these positive, level-headed leaders have modern, current, honest pros- 
pects, then the doors have to be opened to the Communist Party. That 
actually establishes party /pluralism/ in Nicaragua. 


Whoever doubts this is not with the revolution because the revolution is 
an attitude that grows on one. 


It is incomprehensible that a few months after victory we can still find 
some petty criticism of the Nicaraguan revolutionary process, a unique 
process in the history of revolutions. A telescope focuses on one star 
and a microscope focuses on one cell but the new Nicaraguan man has to see 
the entire firmament and also man as a whole. 





If errors are made, they are human and individual] errors but as Fr Fernando 
Cardenal, S.J., explains: “They look at minutiae and ret at the overall 
picture of the revoluticn and Sandinist victory." Fernando Cardenal ex- 
plains it by citing the example of a wide, well-made, very beavtiful wall. 
On ome side there is a l-square-inch peel. Are we going to deny the beauty 
of the entire wall because of the peel? Some are still impressed with the 
/anti-communist/ shrieks and self-serving warnings by the genocidal 
[Somoza] to ingratiate himself to the northern power. The genocidal tyrant, 
the spoiled child of the largest rightist empire in the world (and who in 

a neuropathological fit of madness thought he was the most prominent anti- 
communist in the hemisphere) made overtures to Uncle Sam and simultaneously 
intimidated Nicaraguans. It was a neat political game and no more. 


I think the United States was naive to think that its might would continue 
to oppress and keep Nicaraguans from enjoying peace, progress and justice 
forever, Somoza was its /"son of a bitch,"/ as Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
labeled the incompetent, emotional and irrational puppet of the Yankee 
presidents while adding with contempt: /"But he is our son of a bitch."”/ 
Since President Calvin Coolidge, U.S. presidents believed that the bloody 
monster constituted an eternal dynasty that would subdue and control 
Nicaragua. 


Communism is not a phantom, It is a fact. One can choose the facts and, 

if circumstances in Nicaragua vere propitious to communism, no one but the 
United States of America and its brazen theives, the Somozas in all their 

ways, shapes and forms, would be to blame for it. 


Communist ideology is so important that when the Communist Manifesto was 
published it caused such a stir in the Vatican that its currency and need 
was acknowledged. Pope Leo XIII wrote a parallel document, the Encyclical 
Rerum Novarum, about 20 years later. The Vatican realized that the com- 
munists had gone one step further and had focused on the vital issue oi 
our times: “Oppressed and forlorn man.” The church is also revolutionary 


and open to change. 


But the main thing about the Niceraguan situation, along with its reorgeni- 
zation of the government, is its every effort to dignify man through Liberar 
tion. The Nicaraguan people are now beginning their struggle to achieve 
complete independence. After being denied freedom of expression for so long, 
Nicaragua's youth is feverishly looking for more active participation in 

the construction of its homeland and future. 


The liberation achieved by the courageous FSLN will not only be the strug- 
gle against oppression. It will also bean /"education for the oppressed." 


The land belongs to God and whoever occupies it is merely an administrator. 
Goods should be used by all and the excess should be exported. This is the 
opposite of what the grandnephews of Siete Panuelos [not further identified] 
and his followers did. 





Careful surveillance must be exercised so that some people will not ; 1lun- 
der the country's wealth while others remain proletarian forever. 


Whoever is going to liberate the oppressed must kn.v what freedom is beca'se 
he who is familiar with freedom cannot motivute the oppressed person who 
is not ac inted with it either. 


The FSLN is giving Nicaraguans what thev »” been deprived of for 156 
years of U.S. and European intervention _i: .sne way or the other. That is 
liberty, equality, work and the right to <hcose their legitimate govern- 
ment. 


The success of the Sandinist revolution depends on the personal attitude 
of each one of us toward revolutionary progress. 
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NICARAGUA 


PLAN ESTAR LISHED FOR ‘TRANSFORMATION’ OF UNIVERSITY . 
PA241237 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 1800 GMT 23 Oct 79 PA 


[Text] A plan for the transformation of the National Autonomous University 
of Nicaragua [UNAN] has been put into effect. Students, professors and 
workers are involved in this plan, whose objective is to achieve full 
participation by UNAN in the revolutionary process. 


However, minority sectors are placing obstacles in the way of this patriotic 
and revolutionary effort by the university community. 


Companero Hugo Mejia, professor of economics at UNAN, tells Atabal Sandinista 
listeners about the manner in which this transformation plan is being imple- 
mented: [Begin recording] The transformation of the university consists 

of changing the content of the teaching program in an attempt to provide 
technical and political training for the students so that the revolutionary 
government can have the human resources this process requires. In summary, 
that is what the process of change consists of. At this time it involves 
the reorganization of all the programs and lesson plans in the various 

fields of study. 


Subsequently another phase of this transformation will begin. It involves 
restructuring the entire university organization, with the issuance of a 
new law and statutes. With regard to this process, which followed the 
Sandinist people's triumph ahd the commitment of the university with re- 
spect to the revolution, different postures have been adopted by the men- 
bers of the university community. 


At this time, three [as heard] basic stands are noted. One is the position 
taken by a large number of professors, students and university workers, and 
that is to seek participation and become incorporated in the process of 
transformation and to have the university presence felt in the tasks of 

the revolution. This is one attitude which is being developed. 


However, there is another attitude, which is not only that of complete 
separation from this process of change, but which also involves a number 
of activities to block or hinder this process of transformation. 


It is precisely the existence of these two attitudes that has caused the 
present problew at the university. [End recording] 
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GOVERNMENT ESTABLISHES NEW ‘COFFEE FUND' 


PA162110 Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 5 Oct 79 p 5 PA 


NICARAGUA 


[Decree 85 issued by the Junta of the Government of National Reconstruction] 


[Text] Article l. 


A "Coffee Fund" is hereby created as an agency of the 


Nicaraguan Coffee Enterprise (ENCAFE), with the primary purpose of guaran- 


teeing a fair price to the coffee grower. 


The resources 


of the "Coffee 


Fund" may be used, through the appropriate channels, to create the proper 
conditions for the development of the coffee industry and of the agricul- 


tural sector in general. 


Article 2. 


The basis for calculating contributions to the Coffee Fund is 


the “international price" converted into cordobas. "International price" 


is defined as the price of 46 kg of top grade coffee [cafe oro] placed on 
board a ship or any other means of transportation at the place of embarka- 
tion (FOB) in sacks which conform to international trade regulations. 


Article 3. 
coffee exported from Nicaragua. 


The contribution to the Coffee Fund is obligatory for all 
The contribution established in Article 


l of this law will be calculated in accordance with the following table: 


International Price 


A. Up to 1,000 cordobas 
B. From 1,000 to 1,200 cordobas 


C. From 1,200 to 1,400 cordobas 
D. From 1,400 to 1,650 cordobas 
E. From 1,650 to 1,950 cordobas 
F, From 1,950 to 2,300 cordobas 


G. 2,300 cordobas or more 
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Contribution to the Fund 


Exempt 

50 percent of the 
cordobas 

100 cordobas plus 
amount over 1,200 
120 cordobas plus 
amount over 1,400 
170 cordobas plus 
amount over 1,650 
260 cordobas plus 
amount over 1,950 
400 cordobas plus 
amount over 2,300 


amount over 1,000 


10 percent of the 
cordobas 
20 percent of the 
cordobas 
30 percent of the 
cordobas 
40 percent of the 
cordobas 
50 percent of the 
cordobas. 














Article 4, Contributions to the Coffee Fund wili be collected by ENCAFE. 


Article 5. The Coffee Fund will be administered by a council of officials 
|consejo de responsables], to include the minister of foreign trade as 
chairman; the executive director of ENCAFE; a representative of the Nica- 
raguan Agrarian Reform Institute (INRA), two representatives of the nonre- 
formed [no reformado] coffee producers and a representative of the Nica- 
raguan Central Bank (BCN). 


Article 6. The council will draft internal regulations by which it will be 
governed, 


Article 7. The present law will enter into force on 13 October of this 
year and can be published by any mass communications media, without pre- 
cluding subsequent publication in the official gazette. 


Executed in the city of Managua, 19 September 1979, the year of national 
liberation. 


CSO: 3010 


ge 








NICARAGUA 


BRIEFS 


NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN--The government, the Sandinist National Libera- 
tion Front and the various people's groups which are engaged in our revo- 
lutionary process are currently working on drafting of a national develop- 
ment plan. The plan will spell out specific policies on timber imports and 
exports, particularly because of the housing shortage in our country. If 
local lumber is used for housing projects, the country would not receive 

a large foreign exchange sum for this export. However, the plan will try 
to establish what is most favorable for the country's economy--whether to 
use the lumber to build houses or import another kind of raw material for 
this--but responding to our country's needs. [Text] [PA241435 Managua 
Radio Sandino in Spanish 1800 GMT 23 Oct 79 PA] 


RADIO CONTINENTAL ADMINISTRATION--Radio Continental to be run by its own 
workers. Companero Victor Cedeno, who for many years was the top disc 
jockey at Radio Continental, will now become administrator of this radio 
enterprise. Like other radio stations, Radio Continental was intervened 
and is still being investigated. It has been announced that the authori- 
ties authorized the operation of this station to create new sources of em- 
ployment in the radio field. Companero Cedeno said that the programs they 
are preparing are popular and revolutionary in nature. Another well-known 
companero in radio circles, Alexandro Lugo, will administer Radio 590 and 
Radio El Mundo which, along with Radio Continental, are known as Emisoras 
Unidas. [Text] [PA260231 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 1200 GMT 24 Oct 
79 PA) 


POLICE SCHOOL DISCIPLINE PROBLEM--The problem of the students at Masaya 
police school has been solved by the leaders of our revolution. The pro- 
blem apparently originated when it was decided that only a few qualified 
students would continue their studies in this school and the rest would 

be sent to work in productive activities or would attend classes elsewhere. 
In view of this the students decided to demonstrate demanding they be 
allowed to remain together and be paid the same wage. On learning of this 
situation, Companeros Tomas Borge, Eden Pastora, Daniel Ortega and Bayardo 
Arce Castano went to Masaya where they talked to the students and showed 
them that they were making a mistake and violating discipline. The stu- 
dents admitted their error and the problem was satisfactorily solved with 
a new experience for everyone. [Text] [PA250206 Managua Radio Sandino in 
Spanish 1800 GMI 24 Oct 79 PA] 
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SANDINIST FIGHTER ESCAPES JAIL--Luis Manuel Toruno, widely known as 
"Charrasca," escaped from jail this morning. He was an outstanding fighter 
during the victorious June and July insurrection. However, he had to be 
arrested due to his lack of discipline. The army will issue an official 
report on this. We are calling on Companero Toruno, on Compa Charrasca, 

to turn himself in so he can keep his promise to the people to rehabili- 
tate himself and behave as a real revolutionary capable of criticism and 
self-criticism, Turn yourself in Charrasca! [Text] [PA250320 Managua 
Radio Sandino in Spanish 1800 GMT 24 Oct 79 PA] 


MILITIAMEN TO BECOME POLICEMEN--All miliciamen in rural Managua will serve 
as policemen. Under an integration plan, the militiamen will become part 
of the Managua police force, which in turn will create the rural police. 
Sandinist police will increase vigilance in markets end commercial centers 
in Managua. It was announced that this measure is designed to prevent a 
continuation of the robberies which have been occurring in those sectors. 
Companero Mario Flores of the investigations section said extra guards will 
also be posted in banking districts. He said several people have been 
arrested by the robberies commission. Individuals arrested on such charges 
will soon be transferred to common courts. [Text] [PA240433 Managua Radio 
Sandino in Spanish 1800 GMT 23 Oct 79 PA] 


FEWER VEHICLES IMPORTED--Fewer vehicles will be imported this year. The 
days are over when a handful of rich persons could spend the money that 
cost so much sweat of the workers and peasants. The leaders of the revolu- 
tion have clearly stated that this year huge numbers of the latest model 
cars will not be imported as occurred year after year in this country. 
While the people remained in poverty and hunger, a handful of people en- 
joyed luxuries and bought the most luxurious vehicles, squandering foreign 
exchange, the dollars which had been earned by our peasant brothers at such 
great sacrifice in coffee and cotton production. The cottonpickers Lived 
in the greatest poverty. They had no food, housing or medicine while the 
owners of the plantations and their families stupidly enjoyed themselves 

in luxurious cars. This is now over. Nicaragua is a poor country and, 
therefore, what little foreign exchange it produces should be used ration- 
ally, especially to solve its great problems. In place of automobiles, 

we will purchase buses for mass transportation, which is currently operating 
very poorly. [Text] [PA250302 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 1200 GMT 
22 Oct 79 PA] 


HOUSING DEFICIT--Managua, 18 Oct (ACAN-EFE)--Nicaragua has a housing deficit 
of 300,000 units following the war of liberation which brought the Sandinist 
revolutionary government to power. This information was provided during a 
news conference by Settlements and Housing Minister Miguel Ernesto Vigil 
based on a survey by his staff. According to the report, 80 percent of 
Nicaragua's 2 million inhabitants live in inhumane housing conditions. The 
war of liberation worsened the picture. It is estimated that the damage 

to the housing of poor families in the capital cities of the departments 

of Esteli and Matagalpa in the north, Masaya in the east, Leon in the West 


gu 











and Managua totals some 38 million cordobas ($3.8 million). Peoples con- 
struction brigades and "self-help" efforts will be used to attack that 
social problem in the next few days with advice and materials from the 
state provided at cost. The United Nations has offered a fund for this 
program, and the Venezuelan Government will finance half of the 363 perma- 
nent residences for families in the poor neighborhood of La Rebusca in 
eastern Managua, where the government plans to initiate the capital's urban 
reform. Minister Vigil also said that the management of the housing bank 
in the former government left foreign debts totalling 870 million cordobas 
($87 million) and domestic debts of up to 500 million cordobas ($50 million). 
Moreover, it was discovered that some 200 million cordobas ($20 million) 
had been embezzled. [Text] [PA200446 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 2140 GMT 
18 Oct 79 PA] 


SPANISH AID SHIPHENT--Managua, 20 Oct (ACAN-EFE)--Moises Hassan Morales, 
membezx of the Nicaraguan Government junta, has stated his country and Spain 
have initiated a type of relationship that "is free of any resentment and 
full of solidarity."' The Nicaraguan leader made this statement yesterday 
aboard the ship “Emporda™ after he officially received the aid sent by Spain 
to the government and people of this Central American nation. The Spanish 
ship brought 15,000 tons of food (rice, sugar and wheat) and 9 of the 37 
Pegasus buses Spain donated to Nicaragua. The Nicaraguan ministers of trans- 
portation, foreign trade [as received] and social welfare were present at 
the ceremony. Spanish Ambassador Pedro Maneul de Aristegui and Spanish 
Commerce and Tourism Ministry official Felix Pareja Munoz represented the 
Spanish Government at the delivery ceremony. The Spanish ambassador said 
the donation had been sent to Nicaragua upon the special request of Presi- 
dent Adolfo Suarez and King Juan Carlos. "The Spanish people and govern- 
ment have become aware of the identity that unites us with the people of 
Nicaragua,” he noted. Hassan said, "Today we celebrate this new phase of 
renewed and purified relations between Spain and Nicaragua." The Spanish 
buses arrived in Nicaragua at a time when the country is facing am acute 
iransportation crisis, especially in the capital. The buses were taken to 
Managua yesterday evening. After being checked in national shops, they were 
immediately put to service to improve the collective transportation system. 
[Excerpts] [PA212245 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 1610 GMT 20 Oct 79 PA] 


WARNING AGAINST COUNTERREVOLUTIONARIES--Members of the Rural Workers Associa- 
tion (ATC) have told BARRICADA that counterrevolutionary elements are staging 
actions in the zone of Carazo, deceiving peasants into calling for the re- 
turn of Somozist exploiter Ignacio Gonzalez. The ATU companeros noted that 
former workers of the exploiter of peasants in that sector have been confus- 
sing the peasants and have drafted a petition for them to sign requesting 

the return of the well-known exploiter. They said specifically that one of 
the elements who is carrying out this activity is Julio Navarro, who worked 
for several years with Gonzalez. The ATC calls on the workers of Carazo 

not to be deceived by these elements, who seek only to harm the woriers. 
[Text] [PA231246 Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 16 Oct 79 p 1 PA] 
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PROPERTY CONFISCATIONS EXPLAINED--Jinotega--The most voracious prosecutor 
in the department is not tired of prosecuting and confiscating the proper- 
ties of Somoza and his henchmen. He is the prosecutor of Jinotega. There 
are unending lists of estates, homes and automobiles on his desk. With 
this property one could live “sheikh-siyle" for the rest of his life at the 
best tourist centers in the world. But “it all belongs to the people now,” 
Dr Felix Antonio Guido Cruz explained. He is a young lawyer of peasant 
stock and has a distinguished, friendly and kindly manner, whom the pro- 
Somoza people in Jinotega must be hating deeply from prison, exile or out 
on the street. “The pro-Somoza people deserve no mercy because they did 
not show any in exploiting the people and stealing their wealth," he told 
us. However, he is authorizing some Somozists to write checks of from 100 
to 500 cordobas on their frozen accounts so they may feed their families 
until they can find work. "The prosecutor's office," he said, “is working 
on two goals: A political goal so the reactionary bourgeoisie will know 
we have the power to do justice to the people and an economic goal so funds 
will be poured into the state coffers to invest in the people's progress." 
[He was asked] if any returns would be made. "Maybe," he answered. "A 
special tribunal will examine complaints about the way decree No 3 is 
applied. Meanwhile, all prosecutors’ offices will receive the complaint 
papers. However, let them not harbor too many hopes concerning their land, 
because the extent of the land reform programs exceeds the property handled 
by the prosecutor's office." [E. Aburto M,] [Excerpt] [PA222036 Managua 
LA PRENSA in Spanish 14 Oct 79 p 5 PA] 


"EL PUEBLO’ DISTRIBUTORS HOME RAIDED--In Dolores, Carazo Department, a group 
of soldiers of the Sandinist People's Army recently raided the home of Juan 
Jose Gutierrez and Lucy Chang de Gutierrez, distributors of the daily EL 
PUEBLO. Simultaneously some people who were called to the house began to 
shout and to call for the execution by firing squad of the Gutierrez Chang 
family. Since they had no warrant, which was demanded by the family, some 
of the soldiers went to get one and soon returned with it. They proceeded 
to search the house and seized several issues of "Wage, Labor and Capital" 
and "The Communist Manifesto," both by Karl Marx. In addition, they arrested 
Rene and Juan Francisco Gutierrez Chang. Rene and Juan Francisco are 19 

and 18 years old and are members of the Labor Front and Marxist-Leninist 
Youth, respectively. Gutierrez Chang is a well-known revolutionary ano the 
threats of the National Guard always make people fear the worst. He never 
had anything to do with the Somozist regime. When the Cutierrez Changs used 
to live in Diriamba their home was a refuge for Sandinist National Libera- 
tion Front members. Even German Pomares went to the house to hide weapons 
he had brought from Costa Rica. Filemon Rivera lived there for several 
months and even came back to recover when he became gravely ill with tubercu- 
losis, The raid, the arrest, the seizures and the threats have disconcerted 
the family, which lives across the street from what used to be the Saul 
Obregon Command of Dolores. Obregon was a hero of the MILPAS, who fell in 

a rebellion and was a relative of the Gutierrez Chang family. It should 
also be pointed out that a few days ago a brother of Saul Obregon, Felix 
Obregon, was arrested in the same town along with Nora Gordon. [Text] 
{[PA231245 Managua EL PUEBLO in Spanish 17 Oct 79 PA] 
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WIDOWS, ORPHANS ASSIGNED HOUSES--The information and public relations de- 
partment of the Sandinist People's Army has reported that all houses of the 
INVI [presumably the Housing Institute] that were affected by decree No 3 
issued by the government junta will be assigned to widows and orphans of 
the revolution under the heroes and martyrs program. It will be recalled 
that reconstruction junta decree No 3 provides for the confiscation of all 
goods owned by Somozists that were obtained with money stolen from the 
people or through transactions with Somozists after December 1977. A total 
of 34 INVI housing developments throughout the country have been incorporated 
into the heroes and martyrs of the revolution program. In addition, citi- 
zens have been warned not to purchase movable goods or real estate which 
belonged to Somozists and have not yet been confiscated. This is state 
property and belongs to the people. Therefore, it will have to be turned 
over to the state without compensation. The army has warned all lawyers 
not to backdate sales to help Somozists retain their property. Those 
guilty of this will be severely punished, receiving the full weight of 
Sandinist justice. [Text] [PA222220 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 

1800 GMT 22 Oct 79 PA] 





INTERNATIONAL AID REQUESTED--Commander Carlos Ninez Tellez has asked the 
international community for broad assistance for Nicaragua to confront the 
difficult task of reconstructing the country. The Sandinist leader made 
this appeal at the first international conference on exiles and Latin 
American solidarity, being held in Caracas. Nunez said the Nicaraguan revo- 
lution is becoming consolidated in the political, military and economic 
fields, even though it has to contend with sabotage by the right and ultra- 
left. He reviewed the achievements of the Nicaraguan revolution in its 
first 3 months but stressed that nothing done so far will yield results 
unless the country's economy is revitalized. In another part of his speech, 
Nunez stressed that the Nicaraguan people want peace but not the peace of 
the grave, We do not want the widely mentioned false peace which coexists 
with poverty, unemployment, illiteracy, dangerous illnesses, crime and 
hovels, Nunez emphasized. [Text] [PA222006 Havana International Service 

in Spanish 1600 GMT 22 Oct 79 PA) 


DISCIPLINED SANDINIST GOING TO CUBA--The army has reported that Luis Toruno 
"Charrasca" has the responsibility of giving certain political-military 
instructions to the soldiers arrested for committing various irregularities. 
He is also in charge of discipline among them. "He has not stopped being 

a companero," it was said. Charrasca, who actively participated in the anti- 
Somozist struggle in Leon, recently testified about his previous conduct, 
publicly criticizing his actions. The famous guerrilla will soon to travel 
to Cuba with the members of his people's staff which include "Chivo Pando" 
and "“Chepe Carreta," among others. However, one of them, apparently out 

of “love for his fatheriand" and despite the great opportunity to travel to 
Cuba, does not want to leave his country. [Text] [PA231421 Managua EL 
PUEBLO in Spanish 17 Oct 79 p 6 PA) 
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HOUSING FOR AGRICULTURAL WORKERS--In order to meet the housing needs of 


peasants working in the Carazo-Masaya coffee area, the Nicaraguan Agrarian 
Reform Institute (INRA) is building camps on the coffee plantations. INRA 
minister Companero Jaime Wheelock went to Carazo Department today to inaugu- 
rate a program to build adequate camps which will end the subhuman condi- 
tions in which agricultural workers lived under the Somoza system. After 
conducting a socioeconomic study in the Carazo-Masaya region, INRA concluded 
that housing was urgently needed for 5,000 peasants on 13 plantations. The 
lack of housing was inherited from the exploitative landowners who were 
protected by the Somoza regime. As an immediate solution to the problem, 
the INRA has drawn up various camp models which it has begun building. 
[Text] [PA191715 Managua Domestic Service in Spanish 0400 GMT 19 Oct 79 PA] 


SANDINIST POLICE SCHOOL OPENED--From the Walter Mendoza National Police 
School, where a truly Sandinist ceremony is underway, we inform you that 

some 684 companero policemen, who are students at the school, are partici- 
pating in the ceremony to inaugurate the school, which has been given the 
name of Companero Walter Espinoza [as heard]. The events began at noon 
today with the singing of the anthem of the Sandinist National Liberation 
Front, followed by a speech by the director of the school, Companero Edwin 
Cordero. Cordero introduced Interior Minister Tomas Borge Martinez to the 
companeros, Afterward, Capt Aristides Baldonedo, head of the Panamanian 
delegation spoke, discussing the Panamanian police force. He urged the 
Nicaraguan policemen to set good examples, not to be a force of persecution, 
but to be a force for safeguarding and protecting their people. At present, 
Guerrilla Commander Marco Somarria, political and cultural official of the 
Sandinist National Police, is speaking. To give you an idea of what we are 
witnessing here: 684 companero policemen, wearing khaki uniforms and berets, 
are in the patio of the Walter Mendoza National Police School. They have 
all responded to the slogan "We are for the people,“ They have all promised 
to guard this fatherland and end all corruption and vice that could harm us 
during this revolutionary process’ reconstruction efforts. During the news- 
casts tonight and tomorrow and in Radio Sandino's later newscasts we will 
provide more details. [Abel Calero] [Text] [PA231758 Managua Radio 
Sandino in Spanish 1800 GMT 22 Oct 70 PA] 


ECONOMY RECOVERING--Companero Alfonso Robelo, member of the Junta of the 
Government of National Reconstruction, announced Monday on television that 
the country's economy is slowly but surely recovering from the disastrous 
position in which the Somozists left it. The country's reserves, which 
totaled $3.2 million when the revolution triumphed, have increased to $83.1 
million, in large part due to foreign loans and donations, demonstrating 
the confidence shown in the Sandinist government. This includes an $8.5 
million donation and a $10 million loan, the highest loan ever granted by 
the OPEC to any country. Bank deposits have returned to a solid level of 
$3,301,000,000, which is the same level registered before the war. Imports, 
mainly of articles needed to promote farming production, have been resumed, 
Only luxury imports have been eliminated. All organizations connected with 
the country's economic activities are in full operation. Gross national 
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income for the last 3 months of 1979 has been estimated at 550 million 
cordobas. Coffee harvests are expected to produce between 220 and 130 
million cordobas, [as published] All primary Nicaraguan products are 
being exported, as are cotton, coffee, beef, sugarcane and seafood. The 
state controls the 20 principal export products. Robelo noted that due 
to high foreign interest rates, local rates have increased and range from 
14 percent for farming loans to 18 percent for commercial loan renegotia- 
tions. [Text] [PA222355 Managua LA PRENSA in Spanish 16 Oct 79 pp 1, 10 
PA] 


REBUILDING IN BLUEFIELDS--The Government of National Reconstruction will 
start rebuilding houses in Bluefields. During his visit to Bluefields, 
Commander Daniel Ortega Saavedra said a project to rebuild houses is being 
implemented there under a national reconstruction government policy to im- 
prove living conditions for the Atlantic coast residents, who had been 
neglected by the Somozists. The goveraument will set up a materials bank 
in order to supply the coastal people so they can improve their homes and 
pay for materials according to their ability. According to Ortega, this 
system is aimed at improving present homes, but it will not be applied to 
the building of new neighborhoods because people would then move from rural 
areas to the coast. [Text] [PA241437 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 
1800 GMT 23 Oct 79 PA} 
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PANAMA 


ANTIGOVERNMENT PLOTTERS DISCUSS DETAILS 
Barletta Statements 
Panama City Domestic Service in Spanish 0227 GMT 25 Oct 79 PA 


[Statements by Antonio Barletta Insturain, one of those implicated in the 
plot to overthrow the Panamanian Government, during a news conference on 
25 October; place not given--recorded] 


[Text] [words indistinct] High command and was taken there because I had 
previously been questioned, as I had told you yesterday...well, I had also 
been taken there previously for questioning in connection with a gentleman 
I did not know at the time. I am here because I became involved with him 
later. 


[Question indistinct] 
[Answer] Abraham Crocamo. 
[Question] (Words indistinct) who was the superior of... 


[Answer] A retired former captain. He spoke against me because of a (?girl), 
a problem involving a lady. That was the last time. That was in 1977. I 
wanted to practice my profession once again and this gentleman Abraham Cro- 
camo tried to take advantage of my situation. In a talk with me he told me 
that if I wanted to join again I should tell him. He was going to try and 
overthrow the government. 


[Question] Do you think that, as in your case, Crocamo tried to enroll or 
win over some other (?militants)? 


[Answer] He pretended to have information on me and several others. My 
name was on a list he had even though I did not know him at the time. That 
list was released in January, even though my acquaintance with him began in 
March. Therefore, le made me believe he had several officers and people 
ready to fight against the government. 
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[Question] [words indistinct] the nates on the list? 


[Answer] No, he never gave names. Now that I have been in contact witi him 
I realize that he is nothing but an opportunist. 


[Question] [words indistinct] this plan? 
[Answer] Nothing, he just made use of my military knowledge. 


[Question] Were you informed of the objectives of the movement you were 
planning to introduce in Panama? 


auer] Well, according to Crocamo, the objective was to overthrow the 

f ‘rmment. The only (?task) he assigned me was...in other words, when he 
arrived, the only thing he was going to give me was a certain (?paper), 
supp Sedly to give to some people. He was going to give me a list of these 
people when in fact nothing was ever heard of these people. He only had me 
and the other sergeant present here. 


[Question] Mr Barletta, could you briefly describe the geveral subversive 
plan? 


[Answer] Well, I never really saw what according to him was the subversive 
plan. I realized he was not really 2 just man, but werely an opportunist. 

He tried to send me, the sergeant and some people in Chiriqui he was alleged- 
ly going to get to attack the David headquarters. When the sergeant and I 
saw each other alone, without either people or equipment, we realized Cro- 
camo was an opportunist who had kept the money given to him by * politician 
here in Panama. 


[Question] (?Who is that politician)? 

[Answer] [words indistinct] Vallarino. 

[Question] Which Vallario? 

[Answer] Manuel Vallario. 

[Question] Did you receive any money [words indistinct]? 


[Answer] I did not receive any money. Mr Crocamo was the one who received 
some money. 


[Questisn] How much? 
[Answer] Well, that is precisely what I went to see him about the last time. 


I went to question him and tell him he was nothing but a thief and an op- 
portunist. He was using people who, because of their desire to succeed or 


101 














tc become someone cor who had been the victim of some injustice, as in my care, 
wanted to do something. He was usiug those people to obtain money from many 
politicians here in Panama. I learned this during the last days of my 
involvement with him. When I sav the last shipment of money delivered to 

him I realized he was nothing but an opportunist. 


[Question] (?Which politicians were you connected with here in Panama)? 


[Answer] As I have already said, to no politician. The only person I was 
connected with was Mr Crocamo. I met him in Caracas through a Mr (Dubois) 
whom I met when I was a student and Mr Vallarino, whom I met about 1 and 1/2 
months ago. Vallarino toid me that Crocamo had sent him to contact me. 


[Question] Do you know if there are any illegal arms left in Panama? 
[Answer] I do not know, but I doubt it because he was always saying he 


needed money to get equipment and one of the things Mr Vallarino told him 
was that supposedly he had been trying to fight the covernment for the past 





ll years but what he did was steal ail the money. ‘ticn “r Vallarino acquired 
his own equipment--enough for about 15 men. I thin« that was the equipment 
found. 


[Question indistinct] 


[Answer] The equipment consisted of 2 or 3 carbines, 4 rifles, 3 of them 

with eyepieces, and several handguns--about 12 pistols and revolvers. I 

cannot tell you exactly because all I saw was a carbire with folding butt 

and another carbine with fixed butt. I did not see the rest because they 

were either inside very fine cases or wrapped in [word indistinct]. . 


[Question indistinct] 

[Answer] I do not think so because he only took advantage cof, let us say, 
the naive, such as me and the former sergeant who is here with me. [words 
indistinct] I did see him once showing [words indistinct] that he belonged 
to the general staff but I never had any direct reletionship with him in 
these things and, as I have said, he took advantage of the fact that I 
wanted to fight for my right to practice my profession. 

[Question indistinct] 

[Answer] Well, my career. 

[Question] Yes, but how would the weapons be [words indistinct]? 

[Answer] Which weapons? 


[Question] The various weapons you previously mentioned? 











[Answer] [words indistinct] Some of the weapons were those found in Chiriqui 
and the others were those Crocamo said he was going to bring across the Costa 
Rican border. He said I possibly would have been the one to transport them 
but this never happened. The last time he said he was going to buy some 
mortars he came up with the story that the mortars’ needles were broken. I 
know this is impossible because I know what mortars are like. 


{Question indistinct] 


(Answer] Well, that is the equipment Crocamo ..1 pianning to buy and that 

is why he asked for the money. As I said, he kept the money and came up with 
the story that the mortars had broken needles. The other equipment was that 
taken by Mr Vallarino and found in David. 


[Question] Where? 
[Answer] In Concepcion. 
[Question indistinct ] 


[Answer] Well, as I told you, I thought I was going to fight for a just 
cause and then I found out otherwise? 


{Question indistinct] 


[Answer] He said he was on the side of the people and that he had their 
support. However, I found out that he had ties with certain former politi- 
cians who were the ones who always alienated the people. I never believed 
in those politicians and I questioned Mr Vallarino about them several times. 
I only believed in my right to exercise my profession. I never agreed with 
killings because to me my people [words indistinct] other national guards- 
men who were my companeros. If I regret anythingnow--I regret what I have 
done and maybe in the future I will ask for clemency--it is because of what 
my former companeros think of me. They think that I was going to betray or 
kill them. [words indistinct] 


[Question] Vicente Barletta. 
[Answer] Oh, Vicente Barletta. 
[Question indistinct] 


[Answer] I would not like you to [word indistinct] by name because *hat 
was one of the first questions I was asked when I arrived (?at the lawyer's) 
because it seems that the Barletta name is connected with the « ligarchy 
here. I was asked about this. I am a humble man and you all know me here. 
Here is Mr Achurra who grew up with me and Adan Castillo who knew me when 

I was a national guardsman. He knows what my position was as a national 
guardsman, and if he is fair he will understand that I was unfairly 
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discharged. I beldeve that I could not have [words indistinct] professionally. 
I was linked to Mr Crocamo in a report sent by the late Ambassador Humberto 
Giron Soto, may God have pity on him, who lied about me. When I arrived 

here everybody [words indistinct], 1 was discriminated against because of 
what I look like, my skin color and my last name. My father was a humble 
merchant in Panama. i do not want to get him involved in this. I pity my 
poor mother because she struggled to give me an education. I have never 

been able to pay her back for what she did for me. Although my last name is 
Barletta, I am not a member of the oligarchy. I am poor just like all of 

you. 


[Guestion] But you had certain contacts when you were in school. 


[Answer] No, I only knew Humberto Harris, and my only tie with him was that 
we were both Panamanians. He was an athlete. I met him by chance. I met 
a girl in Caracas. She told me a Panamanian lived three stories above where 
she lived. I wanted to meet him. I became his friend after I met him but 
we never discussed politics. 





[Question] You knew perfectly well there were many exiles in Venezuela. 
Did you have contacts with them? 


[Answer] That is false. Prove that to me. 
[Question indistinct] 


[Answer] No, if you were a Panamanian and I would have seen you abroad, I 
would have talked to you as a Panamanian. I am very broadminded. I do not 
discriminate against people of any kind. I told you, I am a humble man 

and was brought up not to discriminate against people because of their ide- 
ology, creed, religion, race or last name. I believe this not only despite 
the fact that I have been a fictim of discrimination but also because of it. 


[Question] Crocamo got you into all this and then left? 


[Answer] I told you Crocamo was on the border that day, and he led me to 
believe he was going to enter into Pan'ma. That is what I wanted to see. 
I wanted him to come across the border because I had already realized he 
was a shameless person, I even asked him where the money was he had stolen 
because he had always told me taht the politicians supported him but never 
gave him money. Later on, I was able to confirm thac he did receive money 
but kept it for himself. 


[Question] In addition to Vallarino who was planning the mat*%er? 


[Answer] In addition to Vallarino, I met him and other people from Chiriqui 
who contributed the final amount supposedly to buy equipment he had. 
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[Question indistinct] 


[Answer] No, Mr Altman. Another man, Vallarino himself and I think somebody 
else. Approximately $5,000 was sent to Crocamo. I cannot say anything about 
the sums he received from other politicains because I do not know anything 
about the matter. I have only know him 5 months although I was accused of 
having ties with him since 1962. I met Harris in hia home. In Harris" home 
I met a guy named Dubois, but we never spoke about anything. When I was 
discharged in 1977, I went to Caracas and spoke with Mr Dubois who told me 
that he had an organization. I told him where he could locate me in Panama 
but I never spoke with Crocamo. When I returned to Panama, it was not until 
this year, 2 years later, that Crocamo sent me a message saying he was in San 
Jose and that he wanted to talk to me. Consequently, I went there. 


[Question] Please expand on this [word indistinct] organization. 


[Answer] He spoke about people and groups they have who were willing to 
overthrow the government, but I never confirmed any of this. Now that I 
know him I realize that everything was a lie. 


[Question indistinct] 


[Answer] The movement that Crocamo was planning with Vallarino and in which 
I was involved was to take advantage of the country's existing situation-- 
the demonstrations, etc. 


[Question] Barletta, regarding the operation, you told the prosecutor that 

a gas truck was going to be exploded...[interrupted by Barletta who says: That 
was...] Please allow me to finish. Do you know the repercussions that would 
have had? However, you have told us you did not want to betray your com- 
paneros. 


[Answer] What you are saying is false. The prosecutor asked me what I knew 
about a plan. I told him that in a meeting held between Vallarino and 
Crocamo they mentioned the gas truck and I told them that I did not agree 
with the plan. 


[Question] What was the plan? [words indistinct] 


[Answer] The plan was to surround the garrison and force the troops to 
surrender. 


[Question] How were the troops to surrender with only two armed men in the 
attack? 


[Answer] Well, this is what I am telling you. This was a plan which was 
only in Crocamo's mind. I am only telling you that [words indistinct] when 
we got there he started speaking about plans and we realized that all he 
said was a bluff. 
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[Question] Do you have contacts in the garrison? 


[Answer] I have no contacts in any garrison. The only thing I had was the 
friendship or consideration most of my former companeros and troops who 
knew me as an officer felt. They knew that I had been unfairly discharged 
from the national guard. 


{Question indistinct] 


[Answer] I never told them about this. I did not date get them involved in 
this because if I was hurting myself with this I did not want anybody else 
hurt by it. I never agreed to attack or kill them. I never would have done 
it and this would never have been carried out because they are my people. 


[Question] How were you going to manage to surround the garrison? 
[Answer] Well, I hoped they would surrender. 
[Question] Without having to shoot? 


[Answer] This is what I just told you. We realized this was a crazy plan 
and that there was no logic to it. It was Crocamo's plan to take the money. 


[Question] There is a party here named PLA [Laborist Agrarian Party] whose 
leaders are named Barletta. Do you have any ties with this party? 


[Answer] I already told you I did not want to be linked to anything because 
of my last name. I do not know any Barletta in Panama. Ever since I was a 
child in elementary school I was asked if I was related to the Barlettas. 

No sir, I am not their relative. If I was related to them I would have prob- 
ably not gotten involved in this because I would have a business and would 

be living peacefully. However, since I am a humble person whose right to 

his profession was denied, I had not other recourse than to fight. 


[Question] [?Were you treated well after you were captured?] 
[Answer] I do not want to answer that. I cannot say I was treated badly be- 
cause what I was going to do was bad. I cannot say I was treated well be- 
cause they have not treated me [words indistinct]. I was treated more or 
less well. I feel I have been treated very well considering what I was 
planning to do. 

Portocarrero Statement 


Panama City Domestic Service in Spanish 0316 GMT 25 Oct 79 PA 


[Statement by Leoncio Portocarrero Lemus during news conference 25 October; 
place not given--recorded ] 


[Text] [In progress] [Answer] I was working for the University of Panama 
as an audio visual technician. 
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[Question] Could you tell us how you joined the movement? Mmo contacted you 
to bring you into the movement? 


[Answer] In 1978...about 21 or 22 December, Crocamo's wife telephoned and 
invited me to attend a meeting which was going to be held in the home of... 
I mean on the border and toid me that she wanted me to be there. This is 
how I became involved in this. 

[Question indistinct] 

[Answer] I met him during my years with the national guard before 1968. He 
was a second lieutenant and was working for the national guard civic action 
directorate. 

[Question] Why did you leave the national guard? 


[Answer] I was Lieutenant Colonel Saavedra's private secretary. Lieutenant 
Colonel Saavedra was national guard personnel director. 


[Question] Were you offered money? How much were you offered? 

[Answer] I was never offered any money. 

[Question] What were you offered in exchange? 

[Answer] In view of the link I had with the national guard which I left as 
a recently promoted first sergeant, they told me that...Crocamo told me 
that if possible [word indistinct] the national guard, I would be given a 
higher or two higher ranks at least. 


[Question] Since you have a knowledge of military affairs, what weapons 
were going to be purchased to be used here in Panama? 


[Answer] Well, they talked about various kinds of weapons but this was con- 
jectural because nothing was ever bought. 


[Question] In addition to Crocamo, who else did you meet in this adventure? 


[Answer] Mr Manuel Vallarino, Lieutenant Barletta, certain Cubans, one 
American [word indistinct]. 


[Question] You know his name and you do not want to say it? 
[Answer] No, I do not want to say it. 
[Question] [words indistinct] Eduardo Acosta [words indistinct]. 


[Answer] Well, they do not go by names but by alias. 
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[Question] Were you involved in the placing of bombs in [electric] towers 
in Chiriqui? 


[Answer] No. 

[Question] What was your position in the plan? 

[Answer] I was in charge of evaluating thecountry's situation--what measures 
were being taken, how the national guard was being structured; if it was inm- 
proving or maintaining the same: level--something like that. 


[Question] Are you saying then that you were involved in military intelli- 
gence operations? 


[Answer] Not exactly in military intelligence. For example when the na- 

tional guard staged its show of strength march, I reported on its equipment, 
training level, om the fact that the national guard had improved and was 

not same as in 1968, and things like that. 

[Question indistinct] ; 
[Answer] I had no ties with anybody in the national guard. 


[Question] What kind of contacts did you plan to establish or who did you 
plan to talk to aside from the ones you had organized? Are there any others? 


[Answer] On 7 October Mr Vallarino was the first I heard to express this. 
He said that he had had contact with certain national guard officers who 
had given him some kind of a blueprint. 


[Question] Have you had any talks with Lieutenant Colonel Paredes? Have 
you met with him? 


[Answer indistinct] 

[Question] Where? 

[Answer] In Venezuela. 

[Question] Is that where you met Lieutenant Barletta. 

[Answer] I met Lieutenant Barletta approximately 1 or 1 and 1/2 months ago. 
[Question] You were promised a two-rank promotion as a payoff. 

[Answer] Yes. 


[Question] Do you think two ranks was sufficient for the action you were 
going to be involved in? 
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[Answer] No, I had not accepted anything. 
[Question] Were you not linked to the movement? 


[Answer] My links were practically nil. I do not know anything about it. 
I just learned how things were going on the 9th or the 8th. 


[Question] You went to the border [words indistinct]. 

[Answer] Yes. 

[Question] Who paid for your fare to the border? 

[Answer] I paid for it. Nobody else paid for it. 

[Ques¢ton] You were convinced that you had to go there. 

[Answer] I had to go there in order to hear what was going to be said, and 
not because I was convinced. I had to go there because I did not know what 
was going to be discussed. Once the plans were discussed, I remember saying 
that there could be no bloodshed in Panama because I would not agree to this. 


[Question] What contacts did you have in Panama? We are under the impres- 
sion that you have not [words indistinct]. Did you contact Mr Martinz? 


[Answer] No, none. 
[Question indistinct] 


[Answer] On 24 December some people arrived but I did not know them. They 
approached me through Mrs Arango, Maida Arango. She telephoned me and told 
me that she had met some persons who knew me but that I did not know then. 
I went to pick them up at the Manolo Restaurant and they said that it was 
urgent for me to go with them to Luis Martinz’ office. This is how I met 
the first Cubans [words indistinct] 


[Question] You say that your participation has been almost nil, however, 
you have been taking people everywhere, to Mr Martinz’ office [word in- 
distinct] Arango. [words indistinct] 


[Answer] I repeat, I did not know the persons I took to Martinz’ office. 
(Question indistinct] 

[Answer] When they arrived there, they asked Mrs Arango, since she knew 
Luis Martinz, to please take them to him because if they went by themselves, 


Luis Martinz would not receive them. After she introduced herself, she 
made us wait in the room. We had already waited approximately 10 or 15 
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minutes outside, before she let us in. She did not have to introduce us 
because Luis Martinz met me in 1968. He said: I know you. We sat and 

then she told Luis Martinz: The gentlemen want to talk to you. He said very 
well I am listening. Willie told him they had come to see him about a conm- 
mitment he had had with them for some time. I do not know what they were 
talkingabout. They continued talking. In answering, he seemed to know what 
they were talking about. I was only listening. 


[Question indistinct] 





[Answer] Mr (?Tang) had a weapon but he did not aim it at anybody. He 
placed it on the table. 


[Questicn] Throughout the 10 months you were linked to these persons and 
not to a movement, let us put it this way. Could you say that there was a 
direct participation by the Panamenist Party in this action? 


[Answer] At the beginning I thought so. Later on, during a meeting, Crocamo 
was asked if he was working for Arnulfo Arias or if the Panamenist Party was 
involved. He replied no. He said he was planning to use the parties but 

not the Panamenist Party. 


[Question] [words indistinct] about the creation of the liberation army 
or something like that? 


[Answer] [words indistinct] I can confess that Manuel Vallarino, who was 
the only one to carry 2 weapon, [words indistinct] I said that I did not 
want any [words indistinct}. He said we were coming to Panama and that we 
were not going to (?return) any more. When we arrived in Panama he took 

me directly to his home. There was another vehicle there and he started to 
load it with some packages. Then he told me to accompany him to Chiriqui. 
Once in Chiriqui, we went directly to Mr Feijoo's home and the packages 

were unloaded there. I did not open the packages. I did see them and touched 
then. 


{Question indistinct ] 


[Answer] When I returned from Venezuela on 29 May 1970, I was sent to the 
national guard command to work [words indistinct]. 


Blemtng Statements 
Panama City Domestic Service in Spanish 0212 GMT 26 Oct 79 PA 
[Statements by Thomas James Bleming, U.S. citizen implicated in plot to 
overthrow the Panamanian Government, during news conference on 25 October 


1979; place not given; questions and answers translated by announced--recorded] 


[Text} He was asked where he studied. He said, excuse me, study what? I 
went to high school and military school in South Philadelphia until I went 
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into the armed forces. [Armada] I completed my education after I joined 
the U.S. Armed Forces. 


[Question] Are you a mercenary? 
[Answer] No. I am not. 
[Question] Can you tell me whether you are a mercenary. 


[Answer] No, I am not. Anything that I did here was not done for money. 
I did it for my political beliefs. I did not recwive any financial aid. 


[Question] What are your political beliefs? 


[Answer] I am anticommunist. That is why I went to Vietnem. I was anti- 
communist before and I am anticommunist now. 


[Question] Do you believe that the Panamanian Government is communist? 


[Answer] That is a difficult question to answer. I have not been given any 
proof. I was arrested by the national forces of your country on 11 October 
and I do not believe that itis anticommunist [as heard]. I believe that 

it is a democratic country and that you have a great number of free enter- 
prises and private property and it is a shame that my friends and I should 
have been used because of our good intentions. 


I would ask President [as hea+d] Torrijos to grant us clemency or the par- 
don which we are requesting. Since I have been here, my attitude toward 
a great number of things has changed. I have nothing against anyone. As 
you would say, I have nothing against anyone. I would like to go home. I 
would like to continue my affairs, that is my commercial sales business. 

I came here to train some people, not to fight, to show some people how to 
use certain war equipment. That is all I came here for. It was not as 
though I was a leader, or anything like that, because I was not. 


[Question] How have you been treated by the authorities who interrogated 
you? 


[Answer] I was treated very well, very nicely. I was arrested along with 
a friend of mine on 11 October on the outskirts of the city of Concepcion. 
We did not offer resistance. We were treated very nicely. I can show no 
signs of torture and we have had no problem with our captors. 


[Question] What were you told in the United States to convince you and in- 
volve you in this situation? 


[Answer] I was not told anything in the United States. Perhaps I had more 
interest in this. Personally, I am an individual who is very proud of ay 
country. I love my country and my flag very auch. 
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[Question] Do you have friends in the CIA? 
[Answer] No. I am not a CIA agent. 
[Question] How much have you been paid for this? 


[Answer] I have not been paid anything. That is something strange. I came 
here. I took $3,000 of my own money and spent it on my passage and other 
expeuses. We thought that it was an oppressed people and that we were coming 
to liberate them. Since I was captured, I have changed my thinking. I 

have seen that many things which I believed were wrong. Things are differ- 
ent. I spoke with this gentleman about some things which I disliked. As I 
said. I hope that this gentleman will feel the same as the others whom you 
will see [as heard] tonight. This was not a mercenary operation and we did 
not work for the CIA? 


[Question] Who contacted you to come here? 


[Answer] Who contacted me? Well, there is a man in Miami who is a friend 
of mine. His name is Wilfredo Bermudez. He contacted me. 


[Question] Where was he from? 
[Answer] From Miami, he was a Cuban. 
[Question] Cuban-Panamanian, Cuban-American or what? 


[Answer] Well, I am not sure. Cubans, Panamanians, Americans. There are 
two U.S. citizens involved in this. The others are Panamanians. 


[Question] Can you give their names? 
[Answer] I prefer to forget that. 
[Question] How did you meet him? 


[Answer] I met him some time ago when I was in the army in Vietnam. When 
he came to Panama, he immediately contacted certain persons. 


[Question] Can you tell us the names of these persons? 


[Answer] I did not contact anyone. When I was captured, my mission was to 
train certain persons. They would contact us to tell us where we were to 
train those persons in the use of military equipment. That is the main 
reason why we came here. We did not come here to kill anyone, to shoot 

at anyone. I am not a criminal, a gangster. I consider myself a prisoner 
of war. I have been captured as if I were captured in the Vietnam war. 


[Question] Is this your first trip to Panama? 





[Answer] This is my second trip. The first time I came with a Panamanian 
sometime in January of this year through Costa Rica. 


[Question] Were you involved in blowing up the tower in Chiriqui? 
[Answer] No, I was not involved with that tower. 


[Question] Can you tell us if you have had any contact with the U.S. En- 
bassy or Consulate? 


[Answer] We have had no contact. We have been kept incommunicado. Perhaps 
later someone will contact us. We have had no contact with any lawyer, with 
mo one. I believe that not even my family knows that I am here. 


I presume that they do, but I am not sure. 


[Question] Did you ever work for the U.S. Government other than participat- 
ing in the Vietnam war? 


[Answer] No, I have not worked previously for the U.S. Goveriment. I only 
served in the Vietnam war for 7 years. 


[Question] Can you tell us how old you are? 
[Answer] 33 years old. I was born in Philadelphia, but I live in Alabama. 


[Question] Have you had any personal contact with Panamanian political 
leaders? 


[Answer] No, I have never had any contact with any political leaders. When 
I was coming here, I was tol: that I was coming to liberate a people who were 
being oppressed by communist;. I have nothing against the Latin American 
peoples. I have traveled to Central American many times. Since this did 

not materialize [as heard], I hops to come some time with my family, rent 
some land, perhaps work with the army as an instructor. 


[Question] Do you have an account in a Miami bank? 

[Answer] I do not know who told you that. 

[Question] Are you married? 

[Answer] No, I am not. I think that if I had been, she would have already 

thrown me out. These 3 weeks have been horrible. I have been thinking that 

when I was in the military we had good and bad times. Basically, the situa- 
tion was good. 

[Question] Do you know Abraham Crocamo? 


[Answer] Yes, I met hia. 
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[Question] Did he give you instructions? 


[Answer] No, he did not give me any instructions. The only thing he told 
me the afternoon that we met was that I should follow the mn who brought me 
to him and that he would be in touch later. 


[Question] Are you aware that in this adventure the lives of many innocent 
people were at stake? 


[Answer] I will tell you something. I agree with that gentleman [not iden- 
tified]. 


I believed that this country was a Marxist-Leninist nation--what I read in 
the paper about the Panama Canal--that it was to be turned over to the com- 
munists, that Fidel Castro was going to take over all this. My initial job 
was just to train certain persons. 


[Question] Did you do it? 
[Answer] No, it did not come about. 
[Question] What do you think of this situation today? 


[Answer] I will tell you that we were deceived [embaucados] by certain per- 
sons. I believe myself that I would only like to ask General Torrijos to con- 
sider our request and permit us to return to our country. I will tell you 
something. I will never return. I swear to God when I say this. i will 
never return to Panama unless it is as a simple tourist. I am sure that 

the other gentleman feels the same. I have learned a lot during my stay 

here and I have met some fant«stic people. We have discussed things aad I 
think that it is something worth thinking seriously about. 


[Question] When you were in Miami, did you meet people like Carlos Young 
Adames? Do you remember the names? Dr Young and Dr Alonso Jurado? 


[Answer] I was only with them a very few times. 
[Question] Would you be willing to go to fight against Castro in Cuba? 


[Answer] Well, I will put it this way. I was in Vietnam. I fought for my 
country. I think it is the greatest country in the woild. But this has 
nothing to do with the United States. It is a private venture. And I do 
not believe that the others think this was [as heard). 


[Question] Have you traveled to other Central American countries like El 
Salvador, Nicaragua? 


[Answer] I was never involved in other training before this. I had the 
opportunity to come here and have a private job training some people and 
return to my country. I do not have to worry about that. 
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[Question] What is your idea of the present situation in Panama? Of the 
government and the people of Panama? 


[Answer] My present idea of the Government of Panama is that it would never 
surrender. They would get tired [es heard]. I have realized that the Pana- 
manian Government is being discredited in the press. It is being sacrified. 
What is being said about it is not true. It is a shame that I should have 
learned this in such a difficult manner. 


[Question] Do you feel that your rights have been violated by your being 
held incommunicado? Give me your personal opinion. 


[Answer] Well, according to the laws of United States, yes. 


[Recording from this point is in English with answers in Bleming's voice] 
When I went into this thing, I thought the country here was really a Marxist- 
Leninist country. I have never been to Panama, only on the undertable [as 
heard] and from what you read in the papers about the Panama Canal and all 
the thrust of television coverage that the Penama Canal was going to be 

given up to communists and that Castro and the Russians were going to take 

it over, you know this made me, you know, how do you say it, I just more or 
less) shouldere’ that alone. My initial job--I only can tell you what my 
initial job was. My initial job was to train some people. 


[Question] Were there any people who have been trained by you? 


[Answer] No, not in Panama. No. There has been nobody who has been 
trained by me. 


[Question] What do you think about the whole situation today? 


[Answer] Well, I'll tell you. I myself, I think we were betrayed by cer- 
tain people, as scapegoats. Basically, for myself I feel that I would just 
like to ask that General Torrijos consider our plight and that he allows us 
to return to our wives and family. I tell you one thing. I would never, 

and I swear to God when I say this, I will never come back to Panama unless 
it is as a guest of the government, as a tourist. I am pretty sure that the 
other gentlemen that you will talk to feel the same way. I learned a lot in 
my stay here, and I met some fantastic people and we have had a lot of 
discussions and I just feel that all I can say is that, you know, it is some- 
thing to think about. 


[Question] When you were in Miami and you met some people there, some Panan- 
anians, do you remember any names? Like Carlos Young Adames? 


[Answer] Si, I met this Doctor Young and a few other people, si. 
[Question] And Jurado, Chocho Jurado? 


[Answer] 1 met Doctor Jurado, si. 
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[Question] Doctor Jurado, too? 
[Answer] Si. 
[Question] Who else? 


[Answer] They are the only two people that I met that were ever pointed out 
to me. I only met them a few times, and just briefly. 


[Question] You said that you are anticommunist? 
[Answer] Yes, I am anticommunist. 
[Question] Are you willing to go and fight with the Cubans? 


[Answer’ You mean against Castro? Well, I will put it thig way to you. I 
would rather just leave it like that. I fought in Vietnam. I would fight 
again for my country and my country, the United States, is the greatest 
country in the eart!, on the earth. We have a lot to be desired, but still 

I am not going to put the United States down. This has not anything to do 
with the United States. They may have known about it, but they had nothing 
to do with any of the paying. It was a private venture and I am not going to 
throw the ball at the United States back and let them hold it, because it 
isn't the right thing to do. 


[Question] Have you done any training for other Central American coun- 
tries, say El Salvador and Nicaragua? 


[Answer] No, I was never in any training before. I just had this oppor- 
tunity to come here and to possibly, after it was all over, to have a small 
chicken farm and have a possible job in the army as an adviser training some 
people and getting back into shape physically. I can say 1 have lost a 
little bit, since I do not need to worry about getting back in shape. 


[Question] Tell me the idea you have, the actual idea you have about Panama, 
about the Panamanian people, about the Government of Panama. 


[Answer] The actual idea? Well now, I will tell you the truth. My attitude 
toward the Panamanian people, well they were neveranti. My attitude toward 
the Panamanian people were never anti to begin with. I personally have been 
awakened to see that the Panamanian Government is being maligned, it is being 
deprestiged [as heard] in the press. There is a lot of things that have 
been said about the Panamanian Government that is not true. I have learned 
this since I have been here and I personally think that it is a shume that 

I had to learn it in such a hard way. 


[Question] Do you feel that your rights have been trampled on because you 
were held incommunicado for so long? 
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[Answer] What would you tnink? 
{Question indistinct] 
[Answer] According to United States law, yes. 
Bermudez Declarations 
Panama City Domestic Service in Spanish 0302 GMT 26 Oct 79 PA 


[Statements by Wilfredo Bermudez Sayas during a news conference on 25 Octo- 
ber; place not given--recorded] 


[Text] [Question] You have given here two addresses where you live, one in 
Miami and another in Hialeah. In which of the two places do you live? 


[Answer] I live at the Hialeah address, [words indistinct] I gave the one 
in Miami because my family and I moved about 1 or 2 months ago. I was 
waiting for my driving license to expire this month because I was going to 
renew it with my new address. My passport expires in (?February) and I 
was going to renew it with my new address in February. 

[Question] Do you work for a federal agency.... 

[Answer] No, it is not a federal agency. 

[Question] ...federal...federal... 

[Answer] Duty service. 

[Question] Duty service? 

[Answer] Yes, sir. 

[Question] What post did you hold there? 


[Answer] I [word indistinct] guard and I also worked in the offices of 
[words indistinct]. 


[Question] How long had you been working for this company? 

[Answer] I had been working since 1976 [words indistinct] for this company. 
[Question] What do these people do? 

[Answer] It is a security agency. 


[Question indistinct] 
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[Answer] We are watchmen. [words indistinct] rural guardsmen, who carry 
a weapon and such things (?and have to pass a test there). 


[Question] How did you get involved in this problem? 


[Answer] I came here on vacation in 1975-1976 and I liked the country very 
much. While in Miami a friend of mine who was a medicine salesman.... 





[Question] Name? 


[Answer] Eh...Raul Martinez, I think. He introduced me to several Panan- 
anian doctors he knew. 


[Question] Names? 

[Answer] Carlos Young Adames and Dr Jurado [words indistinct]. 

[Question] What did they propose to you at the time? 

[Answer] No, we became friends and I told them [words indistinct] senator 
or depuiy and we continued our friendship. Later they learned I was a Viet- 
nam veteran and (?that I had been in the U.S. Army for 2 years) and they told 
me about the injustice that existed in Panama, that a totalitarian government 
existed here, that communism was infiltrating here--particularly from Cuba-- 
that Cuban troops were here, that General Toirijos had Cuban bodyguards and 
things like that. So they asked me to help them. They told me they had 

some people and asked me if I would help train them. I said yes. 


[Question] Do you know anything about the financing of weapons and the 
movement you were planning? 


[Answer] I1 think everything was provided by a number of individuals. 
[Question] Names? 


[Answer] Eh...well...one of them was a man from Chiriqui, or so I heard. 
His name was Puig. [words indistinct] he would provide money. 


[Question indistinct] 
[answer] Pardon? 
[Question indistinct] 


[answer] Luis Martinz said he would give [some money], but I do not think 
he ever did, except for one occasion (?when I think he gave $1,500). 


[Question] What is your military record? 
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[Answer] I served as a rifleman. I spent 1 year in Vietnam in the 4th 
Infantry Division and 1 served in [words indistinct] andthe Cambodian inva- 
sion. 

[Question] And later? 


[Answer] After that I served 1 year as a U.S. Coastguard. I worked as deck- 
hand and interpreter. 


[Question] In order to join that federal business, [words indistinct] 
— Cubans are) connected with that company. Do you know anything about 
[Answer] Cubans connected with... 

[Question] Yes, that [words indistinct] 

[Answer] [words indistinct]? No, sir. 

[Question] Are you involved with the [72006)? 

[Answer] (72506)? 

[Question] Yes. 

[Answer] No, sir. I have no such connections. 

[Question] Is that security company owned by Americans or Cubans? 
[Answer] It is owned by Cubans. 

[Question] It is owned by Cubans? 

[Answer] Yes, sir. 

[Question] (?Are you a naturalized citizen)? 

[Answer] Pardon? 

{Question indistinct] 

[Answer] I was supposed to train some people. 

{Question indistinct] 


[Answer] No, they did not offer me any money. But they offered to give 
me some land that I would work on later, yes. 


(Question indistinct ] 
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[Answer] No, sir. [words indistinct] 


[Question] [words indistinct] You believed Jurado when he told you this 
country was in the hands of the Cubans.... 


[Answer] Not only what Jurado told me, but what is in the U.S. papers. There 

is also a book entitled "Surrender Panama [words indistinct]." Then there is 
Senator Jesse Helms, Ronald Reagan, and all those peopie who are always in 

the papers. I had also seen the Buckley-Reagan debates and they affirmed.... 
[Question] You were coming down here to kill the communists? 

[Answer] I was coming here to fight communism. 

[Question] But you had been here in 1976. 

[Answer indistinct] 

{Question indistinct] | 


[An3wer] Because I was told that Cuban troops had begun arriving here after 
thac time. 


[Question] Do you feel that their telling you that was sufficient reason for 
you to get involved in this? 


[Answer] Well, as I have said, it was not only what they told me, but the 
fact that the U.S. press was also referring to these things. 


[Question] What is your opinion about this problem now? 
[Answer] I think that, as we say, we have been had. 


[Question] Did you participate in the attack carried out in Chiriqui (?in 
April)? 


[Answer] Yes, we participated in that attack, sir. 

[Question] How? 

[Answer] Well, I was present once when it was said something had to be done 
because the people who had offered to give money would not give it unless 
something was done. So they brought a man who made a device and they attached 
it to an electrical post. 

[Question indistinct] 


[Answer] Yes, sir. 
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[Question] You participated in (?several) meetings in Miami to organize this 
plot against the Panamanian Gvoernment. Could you describe these meetings? 


[Answer] Well, I could not...how should I say...I saw the doctors there all 
the time. For instance, they now live in Hialeah also, both of them do. So 

I used to see them. Sometimes I would arrive a bit late and I would go by the 
hospital and see them there for a while. We always talked about the same 
thing more or less. 





[Question] And you say that despite the [words indistinct] 

[Answer] Mr Crocamo told me later they had not delivered any money. I do 
not know whether or not money was delivered. Some people have told me that 
money was delivered.... 


[Question] But how did you manage down here? Where did your money come 
from? Who was paying you? 


[Answer] Except for the last trip, I paid my own way. I live with my parents 
so I do not have that many expenses. I used to save my earnings. 


[Question] Were you at any time told the number of people who would parti- 
cipate in this operation? 


[Answer] At the end Crocamo talked about 150 people, but later the companions 
here told me we would be lucky if we got 15 people. [laughter] 


[Question indistinct ] 

[Answer] Oh, yes, that too. Aside frox the land they would give me, they 
said that further on if I wanted I could work with the national guard as an 
officer or something. 

[Question] When were they going to give you this land? 


[Answer] They never said: They never told me. I was the one who asked them 
if they could later give me a farm or something like that to work. 


[Question] Did they at any time mention who the national guard commander 
would be? 


[Answer] No, sir. 
[Question] Who would constitute the government? 


[Answer] I believe it would have to be those people, the doctors, and all 
those people. 
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[Question] How have you been treated during[words indistinct] they captured 
you? 


[Answer] Well, the gentleman there treated us very well. I do not remember 
his mame. He and his secretary treated me very well. The truth is that we 
were well treated there. [words indistinct] 


[Question] Please explain your ideas to us. With your own money you traveled 
to and from Panama [words indistinct] a government? How can you explain 
that? 





[Answer] Well, I used to earn about $300 a week. I was working and since 
I had no expenses I had the money and I did not mind. I thought it was a 
just cause so I did not mind that. 


[Question] Have you been elsewhere in Central America? 


[Answer] I have been to Costa Rica and on a previous trip I went to Guate- 
mala trying to sell a machine, but we were not able to sell it. 


[Question] Mr Bermudez, how can it be that you, who handle yourself with 
such ease, have been so unwary? How can it be that you were not familiar 
with what is happening in Latin America and merely thought there was a com- 
munist government here? [words indistinct] 


[Answer] Yes, I have read a bit. That is perhaps why I have at times 
labeled myself not only a Cuban but a Latin American revolutionary. I have 
always thought that our countries are very small and that as long as they 
remain divided we will never be anybody and the two powers will always play 
with us. That is why we Lat‘n Americans must someday...so they stop playing 
with us. [words indistinct] 


[Question] If you thought like that, what made you participate in the Viet- 
nam war? 


[Answer] Well, that was part of the obligatory military service. I knew 
that the Vietnam war was already lost, that it was a political issue. But 
it was either the Vietnam war or 5 years in prison. I was 19 at the time. 
[Question] What is your present nationality? 

[Answer] American. 

[Question] When were you naturalized? 

[Answer] I think it was in March or May 1972. 


[Question] If you admired the Latin American people's cause so much, why did 
you not [words indistinct] 
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[Answer] Because I had lived in the United States since I was 12 and Miami 
is really a Latin city. So what better place to live? Miami was the best 
place when it came to moving about to other places. 


[Question] Aside from the national guard post and the farm that was promised 
you, were you made any offers concerning business here in Panama? 


[Answer] No, sir. No, sir, I did not ask for that because I did not regard 
myself as a mercenary or anything like that. No, sir, I have never been re- 
garded as a mercenary. If a cause is just, even if the army has .5 million 
people I think I would still go. 


[Question] Wt 2 did you go while in Panama? Do you remember any person 
you may have contacted ruring your first visit? 


[Answer] I did not contact anyone. I came here with my parents. My father 
was working in Tocumen when they were expanding Tocument airport. I was 
working with the [word indistinct] in the U.S. Postal Service at the time. 


[Question] Did you have any personal or friendly contacts with any of the 
political leaders? 


[Answer] No, not on that occasion. That was after I returned to Miami on 
my last trip. 
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PARAGUAY 


‘PATRIA’ BLASTS ‘PYGMIES’ OF OPPOSITION 





PY252020 Asuncion PATRIA in Spanish 25 Oct 79 p 5 PY 
[Editorial: "'Pygmies' Adventure") 


[Excerpts] In order to study the problems of internal politics, to evaluate 
the values of democracy and to compare events in our own country with those 
in others, we, in this column, maintain a watch on international informa- 
tion, we glean items from here and there, we emphasize the interesting re- 
port, and we have seen in every way that the country's peaceful and con- 
tinued advancement should fill us with satisfaction, especially when the 
hard tests that other countries are going through are taken into account. 


Despite the objectivity of this approach, in which the transplanting of 
the parties and the individuals, with their realities and events, is the 
only thing that is lacking, that opposition which we condemn because it is 
arbitrary and negative assumes a “redemptive” pose, completely forgetting 
tt~ heritage it carries on its back and its evident lack of ability to 

as ume a high responsibility such as that of guiding the country's destiny. 
It is not only a question of its total lack of popular support and of its 
troubled internal situation with so much disagreement, but also of the in- 
significance of its mentors and leaders, who have never emerged from their 
petty intrigues and from the manipulation of positions for which, as is 
publicly known, they did not hesitate to seek some foreign lever on the 
basis of opportune promotion and circumstantial influence. 


Let us stop talking about those who obtain sporadic notoriety by begging 
for shame in seeking discriminatory insults against their own country, and 
let us stop talking about those who prowl about idevlogical “internationals” 
in order to overcome their dullness and anonymity. Let us explore a matter 
of pressing current significance, those pygmies who have gone to walk the 
corridors of the OAS meeting in La Paz, in order to pour out their hatred 
for President Stroessner's government and for the Colorado Party and also 
in order to provoke propaganda against the country through the mouths of 
well-known professional detractors, whose histories are not very clear even 
in their own countries or whose anti-Paraguayan tendencies have a very 
thick dossier. The reader should look for the names of these “emissaries" 
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of the radicalized opposition and honestly state what Paraguay can expect 
from them, who can never ever straighten themselves out. 


Incapable of being objective and just, these irregulars crawl about with 
their petty, awkward and bad-intentioned reports about the national situa- 
tion as though it would fit into their small and dirty world of infighting; 
but Paraguay is not on another planet, there is no room for small terror 
novels about it, and within the continental framework its position is a 


priveleged one. It is sufficient to begin relying on anyone with an honest 
conscience to certify this. 
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PARAGUAY 


BRIEFS 


SOCIALIST INTERNATIONAL AT CONVENTION--A delegation of the Socialist Inter- 
national headed by the Spanish politician Felipe Gonzalez will attend the 
Febrerista Revolutionary Party [PRF] convention scheduled for 23 and 24 
November, according to sources of this party. The European Socialist dele- 
gation will arrive in Asuncion on 23 November via Varig Airlines. The 
delegation will be presided over by the secretary general of the Spanish 
Socialist Party, Felipe Gonzalez, d will be made up of Bernst Carlsson, 
secretary general of the Social‘r’ international; Hector Oqueli, deputy 
secretary of this organizat/ 4 representatives of socialist and social 
democratic parties of Italy, ..ance, Federal Germany, Sweden, Norway, and 
Finland. The European delegation will have 14 members. The Febreristas 
also reported that they have also invited prominent Latin American poli- 
ticians to attend the coming PRF convention. They indicated that invita- 
tions were sent to Francisco Pena Gomez, secretary general of the Dominican 
Revolutionary Party; Luis Alberton Monge, former National Liberation Party 
presidential candidate in Costa Rica, and Armando Villanueva del Campo and 
Andress Towsend Escurra of the Peruvian Aprista Party; as well as represen- 
tatives of the Venezuelan Democratic Action, the Brazilian Democratic Move- 
ment (MDB), the Brazilian Labor Party and the Bolivian Nationalist Revolu- 
tionary Movement. [Excerpt] [PY121827 Asuncion ABC Color in Spanish 12 Oct 
79 p 19 PY] 
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URUGUAY 





FIRST AMBASSADOR TO SAUDI ARABIA NAMED 
Montevideo EL PAIS in Spanish 4 Sep 79 p 12 


[Text] Saudi Arabia has just approved tie "agreement" for the first 
Uruguayan resident ambassador to that country, a post to be occupied by 
Advisory Minister Jose Lissidini, who will be promoted for that purpose. 


Lissidini, a career diplomat with broad experience, has distinguished himself 
in various European and Asian nations. He was recently in charge of the 
information sector and acted as (interim) director of protocol during the 
absence of Ambassador Galbiatti, having discharged all his duties reliably 
and capably. 


With his appointment, Uruguay begins a new expansive policy in those parts 
of the world of greatest importance, as announced by EL PAIS after obtaining 
statements from the minister of foreign affairs, Ambassador Adolfo Folle 
Martinez. 


Approval had been requested well in advance, but the Ramadan, an Arab 
religious celebration lasting more than a month, delayed approval, which 
has now been given. 


Lissidini will reside in Jedda, the Saudi city where foreign embassies are 
located, as soon as the executive branch of the government officially 
approves his appointment and the Council of State issues its approval. 
Following presentation of credentials in Riyadh, the capital city where King 
Kahled resides, our diplomatic representative will have to travel to the 
Arab Emirates, as well as Qatar and Kuwait, the most important oil suppliers 
in the world. 


By way of example, it should be pointed out that Uruguay has never had a 
resident ambassador in Saudi Arabia. The formerly accredited official to 
the court of the king was the ambassador in Lebanon, Rodolfo Comas Amaro, 
who was also a candidate. 


In view of the importance of this Arab nation, one of the largest suppliers 
of oil in the world and the leader of a moderate price policy witiin OPEC, 
it is obvious that the government has made a good choice. 
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URUGUAY 


SLOVAK DAILY LAUDS UNDERGROUND WORK OF LOCAL COMMUNISTS 
AU191958 Bratislava PRAVDA in Slovak 17 Oct 79 p 6 AU 


[Article by Carlos Nieves: "In the People's Heart; The Communist Party in 
Uruguay Is Living and Working Under the Difficult Conditions of Illegality”; 
passages between slantliines published in boldface] 


[Excerpts] /Several times during its 6 years of existence the fascist dic- 
tatorship in Uruguay had announced the eclipse of the Commmist Party of 
Uruguay. For instance, this March the fascist press again announced this, 
with drum-beating and fanfares. This was shortly after 300 prominent 
patriots had been imprisoned, among them outstanding, party representatives, 
But only 1 week after this dictatorship's bombastic action the party period- 
ical CARTA appeared on Montevideo's streets, with the declaration of the 
party's Central Committee. / 


The one who was supposed to have died, according to the fascists, is enjoy- 
ing good health. The party has again proved that today it is an indestruc- 
tible political force. What is more, the prompt reply to the heavy blow 
proves that the party's regenerative ability is mu‘tiplying, that party 
work underground is far better today (Phat it was at the time of enthrone- 
ment of fascism. This is the consequence of the party's close cohesion 
with the people of Uruguay despite the illegality. Life itself proves this. 
The fascist government strove to break the party's influence on trade unions. 
In order to achieve this, it had to dissolve them. It also strove to limit 
the party's influence on culture in Uruguay. By doing this it has destroyed 
the very culture of the Uruguayan peoples. The most significant represen- 
tatives of the cultural life of Uruguay are today either in prison or in 
exile. Only such blind fanatics of the imperialist system as Linares Brun, 
Ugo Marquez, Aparicio Mendez and others can be blind to the fact that 
/should they want to destroy the Communist Party they would have to destroy 
the Uruguayan people. / 


During the 59 years of its existence the Communist Party of Uruguay has won 
the hearts of its people, due to its loyalty to two basic principles of 
Marxism-Leninism: /It always fought for the unity of the workers class with 
the other revolutionary forces of the society and was the vanguard in this 
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fight; and, second, the party always adhered to the principles of prole- 
tarian internationalism. / 


Even under the difficult conditions of fascist persecution the interna- 
tionalism of Uruguayan communists has been not set aside, but, on the con- 
trary, it has grown in strength and it continues to be one of the main 
elements of the Communist Party's policy. On its initiative the people of 
Uruguay went out into the streets in the midst of fascism in order to ex- 
press their indignation when President Salwador Allende was cold-bloodedly 
murdered in fraternal Chile by the fascists and a fascist system was en- 
throned in that neighboring country. /In the People's Republic of Angola, 
the internationalist brigade of Uruguayan technicians has been operating 
for 4 years./ This is because it is the slogan of Uruguayan communists in 
exile not only to demand solidarity with the fight of the Uruguayan people, 
but, above all, to provide solidarity. 
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URUGUAY 


ANCAP REPORTS ON OIL PURCHASES 
Montevideo LA MANANA in Spanish 9 Sep 79 p 1 
[Text] ANCAP [National Administration of Fuels, Alcohol 


and Cement] will report sometime this week on the mea- 
sures taken and purchases concluded to acquire pe*roleun. 





During the next few days, Brig Gen Jorge Borad, the Administration's chairman, 
will definitely provide details of the measures taken to acquire petroleum 
and purchases which have been concluded, according to information received 
last night by LA MANANA. An announcement will be made at the same time as 
to how long Uruguay's supply of crude oil is assured. 


As will be recalled, the chairman of the National Administration of Fuels, 
Alcohol and Cement went to the Near East to negotiate future oil purchases 
for the country. 


Before Brig Gen Jorge Borad's trip was planned, it had been mentioned that 
the oil contracts approved by Uruguay would fully cover supply until the 
third quarter of this year and even almost until the end of the year. 


On his return from the Near East, the chief of ANCAP stated that the measures 
taken had been positive to some extent and emphasized many OPEC countries’ 
understanding of the situation created (the oil crisis), which is affecting 
the entire world and thus our own country. 


The price of crude oil is currently $7 higher than the value set by the 
Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries. The barrel price of petroleum 
at the present time is $23.50, although the price is not uniform among the 

13 nations comprising OPEC. 


During 1979, the price of petroleum rose 61.5 percent, which affected the 
economy of all world nations and basically those which, like Uruguay, are 
without the so-called black gold. 


As a result of this situation, many oil-zxporting nations limited sales of 
petroleum. 
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These and other special circumstances led to the ANCAP chairman's trip to 
the Near East to directly handle new purchases of petroleum for the country, 


on which a report will definitely be made in the course of the week beginning 
today. 
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URUGUAY 


PLANS FOR FUTURE ROLE IN ANTARCTIC DISCUSSED 


PY181737 Montevideo Radio El Espectador Network in Spanish 1500 GMT 18 Oct 79 
PY 


[Text] Adherence to the Antarctic pact is Uruguay's first step in asserting 
its rights in that continent. This statement was made by Navy Capt (German 
Larrio), member of the Uruguayan Antarctic Institute, when he was inter- 
viewed by El Espectador today. As is known, yesterday the executive branch 
submitted to the Council of State the draft law by which this country ad- 
heres to the Antarctic pact, signed in Washington in 1959 and now adhered 

to by 14 nations. 


The importance of this step to be taken by Uruguay was explained by Captain 
(Larrio) who had been a member of the Antarctic Institute for a long time 
and participated in an Argentine expedition to the frozen continent. The 
following are his statements to El Espectador: 


[Begin recording) The dispatching of the relevant document to the U.S, 
Government, which is the trustee of the treaty, is a demonstration that 
this country is interested in cooperating internationally in the benefits 
as well as the difficulties which are involved in working in the Antarctic. 


[Question] Has Uruguay made any studies of how it will organize that co- 
operation? 


[Answer] The first step will be the adherence to the treaty which I under- 
stand was submitted to the Council of State yesterday. Later, after adher- 
ing to the treaty, we will study what is to be done and said. The fact of 
adhering to the treaty is only an expression of our will to assert our 
right for the future, for 1989, to work effectively in research by means of 
scientific expeditions. 


[Question] Does this mean that this country is now beginning to form an 
infrastructure, looking ahead 10 years into the future? 


[Answer] Well, right now there is only a theoretical infrastructure. We 
will try later to establish what Uruguay will do. We are obviously keeping 
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in mind what we can do and what we should do, but we are not thinking of 
the immediate future. 


[Question] Thank you for your statements, Capt (German Larrio), member of 
the Uruguayan Antarctic Institute, on behalf of El Espectador. 


[Answer] Thank you, gentlemen, because this is a topic in which I am 
personally very much interested and I believe all the country should take 
an interest in it. We should remember that the Antarctic has the largest 
quantity of protein in the world and it is highly important to obtain them. 
They will be the great source of nutrition of the future and since we are 
so near the Antarctic, we must not remain excluded from that source. We 
wish to cooperate with all countries peacefully, as clearly stated in the 
treaty, in all that work, [End recording] 
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URUGUAY 


GERMAN FIRM TO CONDUCT STUDY ON HYDROELECTRIC SUPPLY 
Montevideo EL PAIS in Spanish 8 Sep 79 p 12 


[Text] UTE [General Administration of State Electric Power and Telephones] 
will reportedly commission a highly specialized German consulting firm to 
conduct a study on Uruguay's energy supply to the end of this century 


Sources consulted by EL PAIS stated that this firm would be asked cc provide 
advice concerning the suitability of building the new thermal prwer plant at 
Pedregal Point and the planned dam on Gonzalez Island. 





For the new power plant, UTE has already approved expropriation of land in 
the vicinity of Cerro de Montevideo and has a design which includes two 
125-MW [megawatt] units each, with initial operation of the first of these 
expected by 1983 and the other unit to be put into service 2 years later. 


The dam, which will be the fourth on the Rio Negro River, is expected to 
generate up to 150,000 kilowatts and will make is possible for the country 

to obtain a savings duly estimated in current figures at more than $20 million 
annually, as a result of reduced oil consumption. 


Fifth Unit Adjusted 


The fifth unit of the Batlle power station, incorporated into the system 
several days ago following its repair, is operating satisfactorily while 
undergoing tests and adjustments and is very close to reaching the maximum 
generating limit of 88,000 kilowatts. | 


Restrictions to Be Lifted Shortly 


The contribution being received from the Salto Grande turbine, fluctuating 
at around 80,000 kilowatts, must be added to this producticn. 


These contributions have assured the sources consulted by EL PAIS that during 
next week there will be a complete lifting of current restrictions--including 
total prohibition of the use of electrical heating both in households as well 
as industrially and commercially--although it is still too early to stipulate 
exact dates. 


“Lifting of current restrictions may be decreed by the middle or end of next 
week, but it is known that this is imminent," EL PAIS was told. 
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URUGUAY 


BRIEFS 


MILITARY APPOINTMENT--Gen (R [retired]) Esteban R. Cristi will become 
chairman of the Military Center next month. General Cristi, in command of 
the lst Army Division from 1972 until his retirement in 1977, heads the 
sole ticket submitted for the elections to be held on 25 September with the 
participation of the organization's entire body, composed of several thousand 
officers of the three armed forces, both on active duty and in retirement. 
General Cristi, who has not held any public office since retiring, will 
replace Col (R) Paul Fernandez Monteavaro, whose reelection was not proposed 
since this is proscribed by the bylaws. Fernandez Monteavaro had in turn 
replaced Gen (R) Mario Aguerrondo upon his death, who had also been listed 
as vice chairman on that ticket. [Text] [Montevideo EL PAIS in Spanish 

9 Sep 79 p1j 11915 
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